
  

 

 

 
Tuesday, 17 January 2023 

 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 

Last month we asked you to respond to a survey on the topic of school trips and 
experiences.  This was to inform a governing body review of our policies on trips and on 
charging for these and other school experiences. 

We received two hundred responses to this parent survey, and also carried out similar 
exercises to gather the views of staff and of pupils.  I’m very grateful to everyone who 
took the time to respond, and in particular for some of the very thoughtful and 
considered comments that really deepened our understanding of your views.   

This is a very important topic for us as a governing body, and goes right to the heart of 
our school values; it is important for us to get it right.  The responses (from parents, 
staff and students) revealed some tricky tensions in trying to balance the clear 
opportunities and benefits that trips provide to students with the challenges of cost, 
affordability and – above all – fairness. 

Taking all the surveys together, some key points of feedback were: 

• Trips are clearly a valued part of the school experience by children, parents and 
staff 

• Staying away overnight is highly valued across all groups 
• Trips abroad are also highly valued with a large majority seeing these as an 

important secondary school experience 
• There is very limited desire to see the number of trips cut back  
• Trips close to home are valued and there may be more scope for these  
• A substantial majority of parents, staff and students say that they would be 

unhappy if school reduced the range of trips on offer 
• There was some support for the idea of children raising money for their own trips, 

but the comments relating to this are more cautious with concern expressed that 
it is still the parents who end up paying in many instances (via sponsored events, 
or making purchases rather than paying directly). 

• Nearly two thirds of parents agreed that it is now more difficult to find money for 
things like trips because of increases in the cost of living 

• 20% of children have worried about asking their parents or carers for the money 
for trips 

• 26% of parents said that they would approach school for help if they struggled to 
afford a trip, but more than 50% said that they would not 



 

• Parents want to have as long as possible to plan for trips – the more notice the 
better, even if there is not complete certainty that a trip will be able to go ahead 

• 72% of parents agreed that more expensive trips were acceptable if parents were 
given plenty of notice (13% disagreed with this). 

• The curriculum links and educational value must be clear and explicit 
 

In light of all the responses, the governing body has agreed to update the school’s 
procedures relating to trips and visits to include the following additional points: 

Communication and timing 

1) A minimum of nine months’ notice should be given to parents for any trips outside 
the UK or which cost more than £200.   
 

2) If a trip requires a deposit to secure a place, a minimum of six weeks should be 
given to make the initial payment. 
 

3) An indicative calendar of trips and visits for each year will be sent to parents at 
the beginning of each school year, with an approximate indication of price.   
 

Charging 

 
4) Wherever possible, rewards from the school to pupils should not involve a cost to 

families.  Student leadership groups will be involved in developing a range of 
rewards that can take place in school or in the local area that don’t require 
payment. 
 

5) When planning trips and experiences, staff should continue to be mindful of costs 
to parents and as a general rule should seek to minimise cost.  
 

Equity and access 

 
6) The school should aim to avoid trips with limited places which allow for the 

majority to go but a minority will miss out.  There may be some circumstances in 
which these are still appropriate. 
 

7) The school should actively encourage parents to seek support with funding, but 
should not assume that all parents who might struggle with affordability will do 
this. 
 

8) Trial a policy in which participation in any trip abroad will require an element of 
collective fundraising by those who go on the trip.  Review this in one year. 



 

 
9) Trips close to home and in the UK should be the first choice in most cases and 

lead staff members will need to demonstrate that this option has been considered. 

 

We hope that this strikes an appropriate balance and will continue to allow students to 
enjoy an exciting and varied range of educational experiences outside of the classroom, 
in a way that is accessible for as many pupils as possible.  We will continue to keep this 
under regular review. 

Thank you again for taking the time to inform this review and for all that you do as 
parents to support your child and our school. 

Kind regards / Cofion cynnes, 
 

      
 
Judith Langdon 
Chair of Governors 


