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Please enjoy our school newsletter, updating you on many positive stories from across the 
school. We hope you and your families have an enjoyable Easter break. 

Red Nose Day and Our Ukraine Appeal 
 

Yet again, our school community has come together to 
fundraise for both Comic Relief and the refugee crisis in 
the Ukraine. 

Inspired by real life stories of the challenges 
communities, families and individuals face on a daily 
basis, Chepstow School pupil, students, staff, parents and 
governors have joined together to do something 
proactive. 

On Friday 18th March, students and staff dressed in 
colours supporting our charities. Bake sales were a huge 
hit with kind donations from staff members and Tesco 
supermarket. Our Design & Technology department 
designed sunflower keyrings and badges, and made 
traditional Ukrainian cookies. Ernie Nicolaides in Year 8 
designed and produced sunflower notecards and Abi 
Morgan and Patricia Gonzalez in Year 13 produced 
original artwork for our raffle. Mr Sims virtually cycled to 
Ukraine, and as if that wasn't enough, our Year 7 
students read over 80 books for their sponsored 
readathon! They raised over £400 in only a week! 

 
As a result of the generosity of our school community, 
we have raised over £2000! We are extremely 
thankful to our pupils, staff, governors and parents 
for their kind donations throughout the day's activities 
and a special thanks goes to Catherine Gray for her 
sunflower bouquets. 

We are so proud of Sofia Mikulova for speaking out in 
Newport about the Ukrainian crisis and the impact 
that it is having on her family. She said: 

 
'When the war started, I knew it would affect me and 
my family. That's why I spoke up and I will continue 
to speak up until there is a change.' 
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As part of the sensory garden, 
pupils came up with the idea to 
create some artwork that would 
support the ethos of the garden. A 
competition was launched inviting 
all year groups to participate and a 
range of mindful images were 
entered which made choosing a 
hard task indeed. After much 
deliberation the winners are Abi 
Morgan Year 13, Theo Hodkinson 
Year 9 and Scarlett Lewis Year 7. 
All were presented with a certificate 
by the Headteacher to 
commemorate their success and 
work shall be starting very soon to 
create the winning designs. 

Year 7 have been working on the 
Community Project since 
September and have pooled a 
variety of ideas to enhance the 
outdoor spaces within the school 
grounds. One of the main aspects 
of the project is to improve the 
planted areas with edible plants to 
be enjoyed by all and attract local 
wildlife. In order to make an 
impact with this, an application 
was made to the PTA for funding 
for a green house and we are 
pleased to say we were 
successful. We would like to 
thank the PTA for this and 
hopefully share some fruits of 
labour with them in the summer. 

Creo Medical are a local company 
based in Caldicot that 
approached Chepstow School 
with regards to offsetting their 
carbon footprint. This resulted in 
them supplying the school with 
200 saplings and an afternoon of 
planting with pupils, staff and 
local dignitaries alike. The event 
has resulted in a significant 
impact being made on the school 
grounds that will support the 
wellbeing of our school family 
and local flora and fauna. 

www.creomedical.com 

As part of the sensory garden, 
pupils came up with the idea to 
create some artwork that would 
support the ethos of the garden. 
A competition was launched 
inviting all year groups to 
participate and a range of mindful 
images were entered which made 
choosing a hard task indeed. After 
much deliberation the winners are 
Abi Morgan Year 13, Theo 
Hodkinson Year 9 and Scarlett 
Lewis Year 7. All were presented 
with a certificate by the 
Headteacher to commemorate 
their success and work shall be 
starting very soon to create the 
winning designs. 

Year 7 pupils have been working on 
the Community Project since 
September and have pooled a 
variety of ideas to enhance the 
outdoor spaces within the school 
grounds. One of the main aspects 
of the project is to improve the 
planted areas with edible plants to 
be enjoyed by all and attract local 
wildlife. In order to make an impact 
with this, an application was made 
to the PTA for funding for a green 
house and we are pleased to say 
we were successful. We would like 
to thank the PTA for their support 
with this amazing project  

For anyone interested in joining the Eco Group, simply get in touch with Mrs Loram! 

 

 

 

Sensory Garden Mural Competition Year 7 Community Project 

 

A Sustainable Future for Our Community 

http://www.creomedical.com/
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Pupils across the school have been working hard to 
assist with the development of our sensory garden. 
We have planted some wildflowers seeds to 
encourage biodiversity and allow pupils to enjoy 
learning in a natural environment. In addition, 15 
pupils from across the school have been involved in 
creating a willow fence and arch. This has allowed 
pupils to develop their practical skills, as well as 
allowing them to see how their actions can have a 
long-lasting impact. 

We are proud to announce that pupils at Chepstow 
School swept the board in a recent competition with 
Transition Chepstow. Pupils were asked to create a 
promotional campaign to raise awareness of Climate 
Change in our local community. Congratulations to 
Julia Byrne-Azzarelli, Gwenny McLannahan, Lola 
Smith, Molly Reynolds, Floelyn Trim and Rhiannon 
Craig, whose hard work won funds to help the school 
with developing its environmental responsibility. 
Winning images are displayed by the archway in 
Chepstow High Street. 

A year ago, Chepstow School was 
lucky enough to be awarded the first 
cherry tree in Monmouthshire as a gift 
from Japan to recognise the friendship 
between the two countries. The 
Sakura symbolises growth, positivity 
and peace. Over the last year, it has 
come to life! The blooms are truly 
amazing. 

 

 
 

Development of The Sensory Garden and Willow Planting 
 

Transition Chepstow Competition Winners and Entries 
 

Sunflower Competition 
Our Sakura Anniversary 

 

Even more eco news! 

We have just launched a sunflower growing competition 
between the forms. Pupils from each form group have 
planted sunflower seeds and are responsible for the care 
and maintenance of these plants. Sunflowers are 
fascinating plants, and a valuable food source for birds, 
bees and insects. Additionally, as you are probably aware 
the sunflower is the National flower of Ukraine, and this 
presents a fantastic opportunity for pupils to show 
solidarity. Once sprouted the sunflowers will be displayed 
outside the SSC, to hopefully brighten up the area for 
those passing by. 
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Rhiannon Craig is a Year 13 student at Chepstow 
School, in her final year of A levels. 
Rhiannon is currently ranked 16th in the UK as a 
Junior (U20) and 31st as a senior. 
We are delighted to announce that she has been 
selected to represent both the Junior and Senior 
Commonwealth Welsh Team, which are to be 
held at Sports Dock, London in August 2022. 
Good Luck Rhiannon. We are so proud of you! 

 

Junior NBA Qualifier - Cardiff Met 
 

 
 
 
 

St David's Day Competition 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fencing Championship for Rhiannon 
 

As part of our St David's Day celebrations, 
we launched an art competition to showcase 
the talents of our pupils. We had lots of 
exciting entries from Year 7 through to Year 
11.  The work was fantastic and varied; 
some chose to work digitally, some painted 
on large canvases and some pencil 
sketched. Selecting a winner was extremely 
difficult and Mr Woodland had the casting 
vote. Congratulations to - Rachel McIntosh 
in Year 8. 

You may have remembered from our last 
newsletter, the fantastic achievement of our 
Year 8 basketball team in proceeding to the 
semi-finals representing the Brooklyn Jets. 
This week, Chepstow School's Brooklyn 
Jets played against the south regional 
teams to determine who would go on to 
represent South Wales in a finals day which 
will again be held at Aberystwyth University. 

The games were close, but our team 
demonstrated great perseverance and 
ambition and we are delighted to announce 
that they are heading to the finals in June as 
representatives of South Wales. What an 
achievement! 
Congratulations to: George Bradbury, Josh 
Clark-Morris, Harry Mellen, Sunny Kubixz, 
Layla Evans, Jasmine Farrendon, Marcus 
Bone and Matt Hale. 
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National Pi Day 

Chepstow School celebrated Nation Pi Day on Monday 
14th March. Sasha Brennan from Year 8 successfully 
managed to recite pi from memory to an incredible sixty- 
seven decimal places- congratulations Sasha! 

Curriculum News 

CyberFirst School Award 

MFL News: Language Ambassadors 

Our new Year 8 @RoutesCymru Language 
Ambassadors are Daisy Turner, Eleanor Curran, 
Bethan Ball, Dylan Bringhurst, Sunny Kubisz and 
Oliver Hughes.  They have successfully carried 
out training and will now work closely with the 
MFL department to help promote language 
learning across the school. During their training 
session our ambassadors were treated to a live 
tour of Cusci in Peru where they met several 
locals, learnt about the history and culture of 
the area and even took part in a treasure hunt. 

Next on their agenda will be to create a short 
introductory video for @RoutesCymru to 
introduce themselves and the school and to 
showcase some of their language skills. 

We are proud to announce that Chepstow 
School has recently been accredited with a silver 
award as a CyberFirst School by the National 
Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) for our work 
offering first-rate cyber security teaching in and 
out of the classroom! 

And as if that wasn't enough, congratulations to 
Daisy Turner, Alexa Briggs, Bethan Ball and 
Eleanor Curran for coming second place in the 
regional final of the CyberFirst competition! 

World Maths Day 

On the 23rd March all Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils took 
part in the world's largest online maths 
competition. Our pupils competed against peers 
from across the globe in 20 one-minute 
challenges. For every correct answer they 
achieved, they were awarded one point which 
contributed towards their total World Maths Day 
score. Throughout the day, hundreds of battles 
were seen globally and within school, 
demonstrating outstanding mathematics and 
resilience. Chepstow School was placed 94th in 
Great Britain and 370th in the world - a 
tremendous achievement overall! 

Congratulations to everyone who took part! 
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Young Carers 
Monmouthshire and Chepstow School's 
Young Carers team set up a stall to 
celebrate the amazing work Young Carers 
do. “We know it's important to recognise 
and promote the work of our young carers 
in school, the more we promote, the more 
students feel they can come and speak to 
us” they said. #studentwellbeing. We are 
so proud of you! 

Oxford University Trip 
We took a group of SEREN students to visit 
Oxford University. New College Oxford were 
absolutely fantastic in providing valuable 
advice and insight into university life! 

Positively You 
Last week, we were really lucky to have a 
fantastic session delivered by Positively You 
on revision skills, building confidence and 
self-esteem to support our learners with their 
forthcoming examinations. 
#studentwellbeing 

 

  
 

 
 

The Library Scoop! 
We have been working hard in the Library 
since September to fill our new 
bookshelves with beautiful, modern books 
and to provide a comprehensive timetable 
of activities for students. 

 
We want to show you what we have been 
doing and how the library is being used. 
Check out our Twitter page for more 
regular updates: 

 
@ChepstowSchLib 


