
 

 

 

 
Wednesday, 16 February 2022 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

We hope you and your family are well. 
 
As we come to the end of the first half of the spring term, I wanted to provide you with several 
updates and in particular, changes recently announced by the Welsh Government around Covid 
restrictions.  We have been fortunate that both our staff and pupil absence continues to remain low in 
comparison to other schools and Local Authorities. 
 
Covid Update 
Wales completed the move to Alert Level Zero on 28th January following the reduced levels of infection 
around the Christmas period. 
 
As a school, we will revert back to using our Local Infection Control Decision Framework, as per the 
Welsh Government guidance, when we return to school after the half-term break.  There will be some 
revisions.  These include: 
 

• LFT testing will continue, however will revert back to twice weekly i.e. Sunday and Wednesday 
evenings. This advice does not impact on arrangements for those identified as contacts of 
positive cases (who are advised to use LFTs each day for 7 days) or those who have symptoms 
(who should self-isolate and arrange a PCR test as soon as possible).  If an LFT is positive there 
is no longer a requirement to book a confirmatory PCR.  Students must self-isolate for 5 days.  
The LFT result must be uploaded to both the NHS website and the school’s reporting portal.   

• Face coverings will no longer be routinely recommended in classrooms. However, they will 
continue to be worn by students/pupils, staff and visitors when moving around indoor 
communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, where physical distance cannot be 
maintained. If pupils/students wish to continue wearing face masks in the classroom, we will 
fully support this.  We are confident that pupils will respect those individuals who wish to 
continue wearing a mask.  

• We are awaiting guidance from transport companies of any changes, and you may wish to 
check this with your child’s transport provider. 

 
The school will be continuing with: 

• Hand sanitiser for pupils and students as they enter school in the morning and dispensers will 
still be in use around the school site. We believe this is good self care practice.  

• Year group bubbles will remain in place during break and lunchtimes. 
• One-way systems will remain for now. 
• Classrooms will continue to have appropriate ventilation and CO2 monitors will remain. 

 
Proposal to Change the School Day 
Thank you to those of you who have provided comments on the consultation looking at the timings of 
the school day.  If you have not yet completed the survey, then you can still do so until Friday 18th 
February.  I have reattached the link here: https://bit.ly/3HVsswM.  It is important to receive the 
parent voice, your views are very important to us. 
 

https://bit.ly/3HVsswM


 

Tree Planting 
This week we will see 200 trees planted on the school site.  We were first approached back in Autumn 
2021 by Creo Medical who are a company based in Chepstow.  Creo established itself to target the 
treatment of cancers through the use of high-frequency microwave energy and has since evolved into 
developing medical devices with a wider application. 
 
This will be the start of a longer and more fruitful relationship within our Chepstow community, which 
will contribute towards projects like this in the local area and offset some of Creo’s emissions by 
reducing the Carbon Footprint. 
 
Solar carport and new and improved classroom lighting 
Over the last few months, all classrooms have had new and improved lighting installed.  The new 
lighting will adjust to the correct brightness, depending on outside daylight.  All lighting will 
automatically switch off when rooms are vacant.  All of this will help the school reduce carbon 
emissions and costs. 
 
As mentioned to in previous correspondence, installation of our new solar carport will commence next 
term.  This will bring to a close the second phase of continued investment by the Welsh Government 
and Local Authority. The solar carport will be designed to work in conjunction with a new Combined 
and Heat Power (CHP) machine and the new energy-efficient LED lighting. 
 
School Library 
We have been working hard to improve our library filling our new bookshelves with wonderful, modern 
books.  Pupils and students now see a comprehensive timetable of activities available to them.  If you 
want to see how the library is being used, check out their Twitter page @ChepstowSchLib. 
 
Mentoring 
We are very fortunate to have some of our outstanding upper phase pupils giving up their time to 
mentor small groups of year 7 pupils on their numeracy skills.  The pupils have superb mathematical 
understanding and have been upskilled on how best to deliver the intervention sessions supported by 
Mrs. Lane as our Professional Pedagogy Driver for numeracy.   
 
Each session will concentrate on basic numeracy skills, homework techniques and the problem-solving 
objectives of the new numeracy curriculum. They have proved to be a vital boost in confidence for 
previous learners where embedded skills can then help overcome the gap between success in the 
classroom and performance in assessments/assignments. 
 
Finally, I hope you and your families manage to get some well-deserved rest over the half-term break 
and as a reminder, Monday 28th February is an INSET day and pupils will return on Tuesday 1st March. 
 
Kind regards / Cofion cynnes 
 

 
 
Matthew Sims  
Headteacher 


