
 

 

GCSE Sociology 
 

Weighting and 

value 

1 GCSE 

Graded 9-1 WJEC/EDUQAS Qualification.  

Assessment Two exams at the end of year 11. 

Component 1: Understanding social processes (50% of 

qualification) 

 

This component covers the following topic areas: 

- Key concepts and processes of cultural transmission 
- Families 
- Education  
- Sociological research methods  

 

A written assessment with a mix of short answer, structured questions and 

extended response questions. 

 

Component 2: Understanding social structures (50% of 

qualification) 

This component covers the following topic areas: 

- Social differentiation and stratification  
- Crime and deviance  
- Applied methods of sociological enquiry 

 

A written assessment with a mix of short answer, structured questions and 

extended response questions. 

Where can it 

take you? 

The GCSE course provides an excellent introduction into Sociology and the 

wonderful world of Social Sciences. It opens the door to a number of Level-3 

courses in our sixth form, where you will be able to continue your studies by 

taking Sociology or other courses such as Psychology, Criminology, HSC, 

Philosophy, Politics, Business and or Economics. 

Course details 

& additional 

information 

Sociology is designed to foster an understanding and critical awareness of the 

social world around learners. The course focuses on the importance of social 

structure in explaining social issues.   



 

 

What will you study? 

You will explore the ways in which we learn, the norms and values of our 

society, who makes ‘the rules’ and why. You will explore some of the 

explanations for underachievement in education, why some people are poor 

and others rich and the impact that this has on their lives. You will research 

why are some people ‘evil’, why people commit crimes and the ways that the 

media influences us. You will explore whether the news provides a reliable 

‘window on the world’ and will learn to look at topical issues and problems 

from different points of view, and to support each with evidence. You will 

learn how to write well and to argue effectively. You will also learn that 

Sociology is a fascinating subject! 

 

Our Sociology learners usually agree that “everyone should do it” and that it 

is not what it is frequently perceived to be. Sociology is an academic 

discipline which teaches skills required for lifelong learning. 

 

 


