
 

 

 

A Level Psychology 

Why study Psychology 

Psychology is the study of human behavior, thoughts, actions, interactions and reactions. A Psychology 

student will demonstrate this through essays and experiments including analysis and application of 

novel research. Students of Psychology develop insight into the understandings of individual motivation 

and develop communication and critical thinking abilities. Regardless of careers that you choose, 

Psychology is fundamental to improving performance. From selling products, to coaching in sports, to 

treating and assisting individuals dealing with mental health illness, the applications of this subject are 

varied, and the skills developed from it transferable to many professions 

 

What are the course entry requirements? 

General 6th form entry requirements 

 

How will I study? 

Psychology is a 100% exam course. We teach through a mix of practical and theory based lessons, 

encouraging you to engage with the subject to develop your own understanding of the subject and by 

able to apply this knowledge to the end of year exams. 

 

What will I learn? 

In year 12 we look at different approaches to explaining human behavior. This includes: 

• Biological Approach 

• Behaviorist approach 

• Psychodynamic Approach 

• Cognitive Approach 

• Positivist approach 

 

In addition, we look at Research and Design; how to create, design and evaluate scientific research 

studies into human behavior 

In year 13 you conduct 2 x Personal Research Investigation. You will also study modules on: 



 

• Stress 

• Addiction 

• Criminal Behaviour 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

Work is 100% exam. At AS Level, you will complete 2 exams at the end of the year. At A2 you will 

complete 2 exams at the end of the year. 

  

 

What career opportunities could lead from studying Psychology? 

Psychology allows you to develop transferable skills, valued by both universities and future employers. 

The balance of scientific study and research analysis alongside understanding of individual differences 

and essay writing makes it an asset to professions such as law and medicine. Potential careers include, 

but are not limited to: 

• Engineering Psychologist 

• Midwife 

• Genetic Counsellor 

• Counsellor 

• Doctor 

• Psychiatrist 

• Criminal Investigator 

• Media Psychologist 

• Journalist 

• Lawyer 

• Art therapist 

• Statistician 

• Police Office 

• Market Researcher 

• Forensic or criminal psychologist 



 

• Special Education Teacher 

• Therapist 

Where have past students progressed onto? 

Previous psychology student have gone on to a wide range of areas. This includes Medicine at Oxford, 

Veterinary Medicine at Edinburgh and even into the Military, as well as studying a variety of courses 

including psychology at a wide range of Russell Group universities. We also have many previous 

student who are now following careers such as teaching at primary and secondary schools, working in 

Business Management, Apprenticeships and Sports coaching. Psychology has many practical 

applications, and gives valuable transferable skills 


