
 

 

 

A Level Music 
 
Why study Music?   
The performing arts industry is the biggest industry in the world and music is a crucial part of 
that. Studying Music at sixth form level isn’t just for those who want to continue it 
at university. It is for everyone who has a passion or a drive for Music. The scope of the A 
level course is huge. You will study symphonies from the classical era to rock and pop from 
1965 – 1990. The BTEC course focuses on vocational performance skills and an in depth 
understanding of the music industry as a whole. Both courses allow you opportunities to 
perform, compose and analyse music. Even if you don’t pursue music at college or university, 
studying music at sixth form level will show future employers that you are a well-rounded 
individual who is able to work effectively as a team; manage your own time; problem solve; 
be creative and think outside the box; have the ability to think and understand in patterns.  
 
What are the course entry requirements?  
For AS/A level C grade or above at GCSE. Potential to study AS if you haven’t done GCSE 
subject to a meeting with the subject leader.  
For BTEC you just need passion for the music industry and the ability to play an instrument or 
sing.  
 
How will I study and what will I learn?  
BTEC – a vocational course that introduces you to the world of work in the music 
industry.  You will perform as a soloist and a member of a group and put on live events. You 
will also submit research based essays that show your understanding of music and its role in 
society, your understanding of the music industry and the development of pop music. 
 
AS/A level – Three areas of study: AoS 1 – performance, AoS 2 - composition and AoS 3 - 
appraising. AoS 1 requires you must perform two or more pieces of a grade 5 standard (grade 
6 for A level). For AoS 2 you must submit two compositions, one of which is in response to a 
brief released by WJEC and one of which is a free choice composition. AoS 3 covers the 
development of the symphony from 1760 – 1830 and you will study Haydn’s symphony 103 in 
particular. You also will study the development of rock and popular music from 1965 to 1990.  
  
How will my work be assessed?  
The AS part of the course is worth 40% and the A2 60%. All the three areas of study are 
weighted evenly at AS but at A2 you can opt to specialize in performance or composition. All 
of your work is assessed externally. 
The BTEC is assessed through a variety of internally and externally assessed assignments. 
There is no exam as such at the end of the course. 
  
What career opportunities could lead from studying Music?  
The list is endless and it depends which industry appeals the most. Listed below are the most 
common careers: 
Performing (which in itself is a huge industry); session musician; composing for film/TV; 



 

events management; mental health and wellbeing; music journalist; broadcaster; private 
music teacher; music therapist; school teacher; television production assistant; researcher; 
arts administrator; editorial assistant; marketing assistant 
  
Where have past students progressed onto?  
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama  
Royal Holloway  
BIMM  
The Big Act   
Bangor University 
Cardiff University 
  
  
 

 
 


