
 

 

 

A Level History 

Why study History? 

History is the study of interpretations of the past. Historians explore events that have occurred and try 

to contextualise those events with the people who were, and the environment that was, 

contemporaneous to those events. When others try to use or misuse “facts” to promote political or 

ideological beliefs, Historians can critically evaluate the evidence and try to advance a more reliable 

account. However, every account is likely to be different because it is shaped by individuals’ experience 

and beliefs. This is why the study of history is so important: everyone should be able to critically 

evaluate evidence that they find, or that is presented to them, and make an informed judgement that 

can affect how we view the past – and how we try to shape the future. 

 

What are the course entry requirements? 

You will need a minimum of a B grade in English and a C grade in Mathematics at GCSE. 

 

How will I study? 

The course is split into AS-Level and A-Level. In year 12 (AS Level) you will complete 2 exams at the 

end of the year. In year 13, you will complete 2 exams at the end of the year as well as completing 

your Non Examined Assessment (coursework) throughout the year. 

 

What will I learn? 

The topics that you will study in year 12 are: 

- Unit 1 - The Tudors 1485-1603  

- Unit 2 - American Civil War 1840-1861  

 

The topics that you will study in year 13 are: 

- Unit 3 - The German Century 1871-1990 

- Unit 4 – American Civil War 1861-1877 

- Unit 5 - Non Examined Assessment – Nazi Germany  

 

How will my work be assessed? 

At AS Level, you will complete 2 exams at the end of the year. At A-Level, you will complete 2 exams 

at the end of the year as well as completing your Non Examined Assessment throughout the year.  

 

What career opportunities could lead from studying History? 



 

Students with A Levels or Degrees in History are in high demand globally due to the nature of skills 

acquired; thus, making students highly employable in a range of professions. History is relevant to 

many types of careers:  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Where have past students progressed onto? 

Many of our past students have gone on to study History at a various Russell Group Universities 

including Oxbridge. The A Level course offered at Chepstow School has given them a solid foundation 

for their undergraduate courses and prepared them with the necessary skills needed for future 

employment.  

 

 

 


