
 

 
 
 

A Level Graphic Design 
  
Why study Graphic Design?  
The ‘A’ Level course is intended for students who wish to pursue, extend and develop their studies to a 

greater depth than that is required for GCSE.  Students are expected to take risks in their work through 

exploring ideas, materials, techniques and processes.  Students are also required to study in depth, the 

work of contemporary and historical practitioners to inform their own work.  

What are the course entry requirements?  
Minimum of grade C in GCSE Art & Design or GCSE Graphics.  

   
How will I study?  
The AS level (Year 12) consists of an exploratory coursework project/portfolio titled ‘Personal 
Creative Enquiry’.  The A2 (Year 13) is an additional year of study and is made up of two units 
titled ‘Personal Investigation’ and ‘Externally set examination’ 
   
What will I learn?  
 We offer an exciting and diverse curriculum which provides opportunities for students to develop their 

skills in using a variety of media, materials and processes; such as digital photography, typography, 

illustration, printmaking, collage and more.  Design History is an essential and integrated part of the 

course. 

   
How will my work be assessed?  
The AS level consists of an exploratory coursework project/portfolio titled ‘Personal Creative 
Enquiry’.  
Unit 1 - Personal Creative Enquiry - This makes up 40% of the A Level qualification.  
• Internally set. 

• Non-exam internally assessed. 

• Externally moderated. 
 
The A2 is an additional year of study and is made up of two units:  
Unit 2 - Personal Investigation – this makes up 36% of the A Level qualification and 
consists of a major, in-depth, practical, critical and theoretical investigative project/theme-
based portfolio and outcome/s with integrated extended written critical and contextual 
analysis.  
• Internally set. 

• Non-exam internally assessed. 

• Externally moderated. 
 



 

Unit 3 - Externally set examination – this makes up 24% of the A Level qualification. 
Learners are required to independently develop a personal response to one of a varied range 
of stimuli set by WJEC within specified time constraints – a set preparatory time and a 15 hour 
examination.  
• Externally set. 

• Internally assessed. 

• Externally moderated. 
 
What career opportunities could lead from studying Graphic Design? 
Students may wish to do Graphic Design A-Level for its own sake, perhaps to form the basis of a future 

interest or as part of a range of other subjects.  Alternatively, students might wish to go into a job 

where it is useful to have had experience of art, craft and design, or where they will need to use some 

of the skills developed during this course.  These might include careers in such fields as advertising, 

marketing, design, architecture, publishing and the media.  The study of Graphics can also help you 

develop transferable skills that can be taken into any career or job.  

 
Where have past students progressed onto?  
Many of our students go on to Art Foundation Courses and Universities.  Past students have gone on to 

gain careers in advertising, animation, graphic design, games design and broadcasting. 


