NEWS LETTER
Wednesday 15th December 2021

Please enjoy our school newsletter, updating you on many positive stories from across the
school. We hope you and your families have an enjoyable Christmas break.

Our School Transformed into another Galaxy!
After consulting with our Student Leadership
“Equity” Team, we decided to host an iconic Dr Who
Themed Day, which also supported Children in Need.
Dr Who was chosen at the request of one of our
pupils, Noah Herniman. Noah has an inoperable
brain tumour and is currently undergoing
chemotherapy treatment. Noah has, for many
years, raised significant amounts of money for
charity and, despite being unwell, continues to be
passionate about fundraising. To say that Noah is a
Dr Who fan would be an understatement.
Naturally, staff and pupils made the decision to go
big! Our DT team created a Tardis out of recycled
materials, however the absolute stars of the show
were the bonafide Daleks which descended on our
school grounds. They were accompanied by their
Cybermen Friends, Weeping Angels, various Doctors
and their Assistants.
Due to our fantastic and generous school community, we have raised a significant amount of money,
£2,301.90. We are extremely thankful to our pupils, staff, governors and parents for their kind
donations throughout the day’s activities. Some of which include a fancy-dress competition, a cake sale,
guess the name of Pudsey the Bear, a Dr Who cinema experience, photographs with the Daleks and
Tardis, as well as individualised themed curriculum activities.

S4C Filming

Thank you to the South Wales Argus for capturing our special day.
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S4C News Visit
Before half term, S4C news visited Chepstow School
to discuss the Welsh government's plan of 1 million
Welsh speakers by 2050 with Mr Woodland, Morgan
Jones (Y11) and Lowri Christie (Y8). S4C were
impressed by Chepstow School's commitment to the
Welsh language as a border school and the
promotion of the benefits of multilingualism in the
modern world. Chepstow School are committed to
the Welsh Government's target to continue the use of
Welsh as a living and working language whilst aiming
to support its growth as one of the fastest growing
languages in the world.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Lexi Powell in year 9 raised £56 by holding a
Halloween theme Macmillan coffee morning in
Dalen Newydd. She baked all of the cakes and
biscuits herself and it was a great success.
#Equity

Former Wales Captain Visits Year 9 and 11’s
On Friday 19th November, we were very lucky to be visited by former Welsh Rugby captain Ryan Jones.
Ryan delivered an engaging assembly that focused on well-being and mental health to our Year 9 & 11
pupils. He couldn’t resist a photo with Noah in the Dalek!
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Anti-Bullying Week

Staff and pupils show their support during Anti-Bullying Week, which is an annual UK event which aims to
raise awareness of bullying and to highlight ways of preventing and responding to it. Odd Socks Day kicked
off Anti-Bullying Week which recognises that everyone is unique and different, and that we all need
kindness and respect.
#Equity

Remembrance Service
On Thursday 11th November the school community came together in our Remembrance Day Service today to
take a moment to stop and pay their respects to those who sacrificed their lives and today ensure our
freedoms are protected. A video of the service is available here. A massive thank you to our Governors for
attending the service, the speakers that spoke beautifully, as well as our lovely choir and year 7 pupils holding
the poppies. A special thank you to the pupils who attended in their cadet uniform as well as Sgt Sam Watson.
On Sunday 14th November, the headteacher and our student leadership team joined the Chepstow community
in the town’s Remembrance service, laying a wreath at the cenotaph in town.
#LestWeForget

YSGOL CAS-GWENT

NEWS LETTER
Wednesday 15th December 2021

Hello from the Eco-Council
Sustainable Development Fund
We are excited to announce we are the recipients of a
sustainable development fund from the Wye Valley
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. This grant money
has been awarded to us in order to develop our
sensory garden, and develop experiences for our
students to facilitate practical and authentic learning
experiences. This provides us with a unique
opportunity to identify and preserve biodiversity, as
well as providing an area of enjoyment for our local
community. We welcome any advice and guidance on
how we can develop this area. The sum of £1,100 will
be allocated to the project in 21/22 and a further
£1,500 in 22/23.

Environmental Form of the week
This term has seen the launch of our environmental
form initiative. Once a week a form from Key Stage 3
have responsibility for maintaining and improving the
school environment. This has included checking to see
how the school can improve it’s recycling efforts, as
well as litter picking in our local area. With only 3
forms completed so far, and over 20 bags of litter
collected, this initiative is off to an excellent start. Well
done KS3!

‘Have a go workshops’
As a school we pride ourselves in creating
opportunities for our students. As part of this
we have been able to offer students in year 9
the time to participate in ‘Have A Go ‘
workshops, an initiative that uses fun and
interactive experiences to enable students to
learn more about vocational careers
opportunities. After school students have so far
participated in 2D/3D animation, and Chocolate
bar welding, hairdressing, construction and
Makey Makey kits on their way the experience
for our students are far from over. It is vital for
students to make informed decisions about their
future, and we want our students to have every
opportunity to do this.

What’s Next for the Eco-Council?
Student visit to the Senedd
In the New Year we will be visiting the Senedd following
an invite from Surfers Against Sewage to attend a Q&A
with Welsh Government, including Julie James MS –
Minister of Climate Change. Pupils will observe a plenary
session take place in the debating chamber (the Siambr)
and have a focused discussion about climate change and
how Wales is responding to the climate crisis. We are one
of two schools representing Wales, and we are excited
about the opportunity this present to our students.

For anyone interested in joining our eco-council then please get in touch with Mrs
Loram.
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Geography Fieldwork Presentation
On Monday 1st November, Year 11 Pupils: Anna Langdon, Harrison Postans, Rowen Coleman, Daniel Keedwell,
Sophie Langworth and Maddie Thorogood, presented their findings from the fieldwork they had conducted on how
Chepstow High street has changed over time and people’s perceptions of the High Street. They presented superbly
to local and town Councillors.

DT Careers Day
On Tuesday 16th November, The Design and Technology department held their first careers day this year. The aim
of the day was to promote the various career opportunities that Food and Nutrition and Product Design at GCSE
and A level can offer. We were delighted that past pupils Hannah Rees, Rhidian Dobbin, Morgan Dobbin,
Rhiannon Galoup and James Wooster who studied these subjects were able to join us to talk about their exciting
food and product design careers to date. Various other representatives from organisations delivered sessions on
the day including Cardiff Metropolitan University, Mrs Mee (Product Development, Zusto), Delphine Lodge (Chef).
The sessions were attended by all of Year 9, Year 11 Product Design, and Food and Nutrition pupils, and A
Level Product Design and Food and Nutrition pupils. All pupils found the sessions extremely informative and gave
them a greater insight into the benefits of studying these amazing subjects at GCSE and A Level.
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Junior NBA Draft Day

On the 23rd November 2021, a small group of Year 8
pupils were selected to be a part of the Junior NBA Draft.
Chepstow were incredibly fortunate to be given this
opportunity, given only 32 school across the whole of
Wales were selected. The Draft Day took part at
Aberystwyth University which meant an early start and
late finish for our Year 8 pupils. The day consisted of a
training session led by NBA coach’s from around the
world, a presentation about the official competition which
is being held later in March and of course the official Draft
selection. The Chepstow pupils were outstanding
throughout the day demonstrating their passion and skill
for basketball and were all provided with a bag and Tshirt from the NBA. The main event of the day was
Chepstow discovering which NBA team they would
represent at this year Junior NBA tournament, the event
was laid out and presented so professionally for the pupils
that it felt as if the world was watching, Chepstow were
finally selected to represent the BROOKLYN NETS which
our pupils were delighted with. In March, at Cardiff Met
University, those selected pupils will be provided with
Brooklyn Net kit where they will play against the South
region Teams to find out who will go on to represent
South Wales in a finals day which will again be held at
Aberystwyth University.

A Win for Year 7&8 Girls Rugby Team
On Wednesday 1st December Year 7&8 girls won their
first official rugby against a very well drilled Tredegar
School. The team said “Can’t wait for many more
games to come!”

Victory for Year 11 Football
team
On Thursday 18th November, the Year 11
boys football team won in the Newport cup.
Fantastic results and great sportsmanship.
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Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Lunch
On Thursday 9th December, staff, pupils and students
wore their Christmas jumpers and enjoyed a
Christmas lunch by our wonderful canteen staff. Due
to the high demand for Christmas lunch, we offered a
further lunch on Wednesday 15th December.

PTA Christmas Tree Sale
Between Friday 26th November - Saturday
11th December, the PTA were selling
Locally Sourced Christmas Trees.

Art Festive Fun
Our Year 7’s have
been getting
festive in Art. They
have been
learning how to
turn a 2D shape
into a 3D form.
They have been
exploring
techniques using
chalk pastels.
They made a
fantastic start in
just one lesson!

The Science
department get into
the Christmas Spirit
The Science department are
feeling festive with their
Chemistree!

Traditional Festivity in Food and
Nutrition
The festivity continues in our Food and
Nutrition Department. Year 7 pupils
thoroughly enjoyed making their Yule
Logs. A Yule log or bûche de Noël is a
traditional Christmas cake, often served
as a dessert near Christmas, lots of
#creativity #ambition and #perseverence
shown here. Da iawn.
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CyberFirst Girls’ Competition 2022

Chepstow’s Girls Coding Club, Lovelace Ladies entered the CyberFirst Girls’ Competition 2022,
successfully completing the online qualifying round. The online round required our teams to use their
computer science and cyber knowledge to solve multiple problems using lateral thinking and logic. Our
first team were successful in the qualifying round and will now attend the all Wales final competition in
February 2022. We are very proud of our Girls Coding team in working together to achieve their place in
the final competition.

Gareth Kiddie Visited Year 11 pupils

Art Department Showreel 2021
Please follow the link The Art departments
exhibition 2021 to see a showreel celebration of
the fantastic work our talented GCSE and A
level Art students (class of 2021) produced.

[10:31] Rachel Jeffery

On Friday 3rd December a group of our year 11
pupils met Gareth Kiddie from the Drill Hall in
Chepstow. They are working with Gareth to give
him a viewpoint on what the young people of
Chepstow would like to see the Drill Hall used for in
the future. Moving forward, they will be meeting
him again to discuss sending out a survey to the
rest of their peers in school to establish what they
would like to see the Drill Hall used for in future.
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Local Community Support to Us

A huge thank you to Tesco in Chepstow
for their very generous support in
donating many gifts for us to produce
incentive and reward packages to
children across the school. As always, we
are extremely grateful to Tesco for their
fantastic support of our students.

Helen Wells Art Project in Year 10

This term, Year 10 have been investigating
the work of Helen Wells. They have been
exploring paint techniques in her style. The
final presentations completed are of an
excellent standard and they should be very
proud! Work shown was completed by Izzy
Vigus, Lily Waters, Rowen Jenkins, Jana
Lukasova, Kyan Cook and Katy Barton.

Applied
Student
of the
Accelerated
Reader
week
News

A huge congratulations to our Applied Faculty students who have been nominated this week for
‘Applied Student of the Week’.

Cody Jones
Zac Barrett
Alexander Southwood
Hannah Atkinson
#Perseverance #Ambition #Creativity.
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We have had an amazing start to the Christmas term with KS3 pupils having read 941 books and over 26
million words in total! Some special mentions must go to our following Millionaire Readers, who have
read over one million words each:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Peter Langdon - 2,117,717
Lauren Denne - 1,613,657
George Siddall - 1,571,733
Joel Anderson - 1,537,421
Dylan Bringhurst - 1,234,128
Taylor Jones - 1,137,57

Form Competition Leader board
Form class

Number of
points

1st = 7C

862.1

7H

221.3

2nd = 7E

585

8C

306.8

3rd = 8H

536.3

8E

82

8P

219.2

8S

186.9

9C

114.4

9H

37.1

9E

75.9

9P

40.5

Please contact Luka Brackley for guidance on how to log in to Accelerated
Reader:
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 17th December 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022

End of Term
Back to School Timetable Week 1
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