
 

 

 

 
 Tuesday, 31 August 2021 

 
 
Dear Pupil / Student 

We are really looking forward to the new academic year and getting back to learning.  

There has been so much disruption over the last eighteen months, but we are looking 
forward to things returning to as near as ‘normal’ on your return to the classroom. 

Your first day back is Monday, 6th September 2021. We are going to continue to have 
multiple entrances into the school, as usual, we will meet and great you at the front of the 
school. 

On your first day back, you will spend the first two hours with your form tutor, who will 
share with you your new timetable, and you will be given your new school tie. We look 
forward to seeing you during this time where we will be running a year group assembly. 
Period 3 lessons will begin. The only exception to this is Year 12 who will be following a 
bespoke induction day, previously shared during the summer enrolment days. 

We will continue to keep you all safe, and we know many of you have engaged in the 
vaccination programme, particularly older students within the school. We will continue 
with a number of important systems and procedures around the school that we have 
become familiar with. These include: 

• One-way system will continue, for now. 
• We expect good hygiene practices to be followed. 
• Face coverings are to be expected to be worn in all communal and corridor spaces, 

but these are not mandatory in classrooms, unless you are directed to do so by your 
class teacher. Should you wish to wear a face covering in classrooms this will always 
be your decision. 

• We will still encourage everybody to maintain social distance (where possible). 
• Break and lunchtimes year groups will remain in bubbles. 
• Seating plans will continue to feature, as this will be the best way to for TTP (Test, 

Trace and Protect) to manage contact tracing and reduce the potential spread of 
the virus.  

• If you are a positive case and are isolating, we will continue to offer a remote 
learning programme, where you will continue to follow your usual timetable on 
Microsoft Teams. 

• Increased ventilation will continue to feature, therefore coats will continue to be 
allowed in classrooms at the discretion of your teacher. 
 



 

We already have a well-established Lateral Flow Test system for both staff and pupils. 
Welsh Government expect all pupils and students, as well all staff, to have taken two 
Lateral Flow Tests before coming back to school. We suggest you conduct a Lateral Flow 
Test Wednesday and Sunday evenings, the result of which must be uploaded to both the 
NHS tracking system and the school’s online system: 
 

• NHS Reporting - https://bit.ly/3yAMwPn 
• School Reporting - https://bit.ly/2V1UHql 

Lateral Flow Testing kits are available to collect from a variety of locations around 
Chepstow, including, pharmacies and doctor surgeries. More details can be found on the 
NHS website - https://bit.ly/2WDCekg. School reception will be open Thursday, 2nd 
September and Friday, 3rd September, should you wish to collect a test kit from school.  

Should you wish to discuss Lateral Flow Testing, then please email Mr Herbert, Systems, 
Health and Safety Manager at tomherbert@chepstowschool.net.  

If you develop any of the below symptoms, however mild, you are advised to book a self 
immediately and follow the self-isolation guidance: 

• A new or continuous cough 
• A high temperature 
• A loss of or change to sense of smell or taste 

We know you will work with us to follow these measures and to keep everyone safe, and 
we will be working hard to make sure everybody follows the guidance, and your learning, 
and wellbeing is not affected.  

Finally, enjoy this last week, we look forward to seeing you on Monday. 

 

 

 

 
Matthew Sims  
Headteacher 
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