
 

 

 
  

GCSE French 
  
  

Weighting & 

value 

1 x GCSE 

Grades A* - G 

Why study 

French? 

While any language will be useful for some jobs or for some regions, French is 

the only foreign language that can be useful throughout the world, as well as in 

the United States. French as a foreign language is the second most frequently 

taught language in the world, after English, and the only language with official 

status on every continent. 28 countries have French as an official language.   

Why study French then? Here are some of hundreds of good reasons to:  

Business and careers: speaking more than one language is a skill which will 

increase your marketability whichever career you chose. Schools and employers 

prefer candidates who speak one or more foreign languages. 

Travelling and cultural knowledge: Speaking a new language helps you to get to 

know another people and culture. Learning another language opens one's mind 

to new ideas and new ways of looking at the world. 

How will I be 

assessed? 

GCSE French is assessed in 4 skill areas of Speaking, Listening, Reading and 

Writing. Each skill is worth 25% of the final GCSE. The 3 skills of Listening, 

Reading and Writing are assessed in 3 separate exams in June of Year 11. The 

speaking component is conducted by the teacher under controlled conditions 

and assessed by an external examiner.  

Unit 1: Speaking Oral test: 25% of qualification (60 marks)  

7-9 minutes (Foundation tier) 10-12 minutes (Higher tier)  

Three tasks: Role play / Photo card discussion/  Conversation – Part 1 and Part 2   

Unit 2: Listening: 25% of qualification 60 marks   

Written examination: 35 minutes (Foundation tier) 45 minutes (Higher tier)  

Listening comprehension tasks with non-verbal and written responses   

 

 



 

Unit 3: Reading: 25% of qualification 60 marks   

Written examination:1 hour (Foundation tier) 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher tier)  

Reading tasks with non-verbal and written responses, including one translation 

task from French into English/Welsh.   

 

Unit 4: Writing: 25% of qualification 60 marks   

Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes (Foundation tier) 1 hour 30 minutes 

(Higher tier) Writing tasks including one translation task from English/Welsh into 

French.  

Students are not permitted to use dictionaries in any part of the assessment. 

There is a Foundation and Higher Tier for each component. Although we would 

expect candidates to be assessed within the same tier, it may be appropriate to 

enter some candidates for a combination of higher and foundation tier units. 

How will I 

learn? 

French is taught in an enjoyable way in a variety of methods to sustain interest 

and develop different skill areas.  In addition to learning grammatical structures 

and vocabulary, students learn how to adapt and use practical language in real 

life situations.  

Often pupils  will  be  immersed  with  familiarising  themselves  with  language  

used  in  listening  or  reading  texts  and  understanding  gist.  Building on new 

vocabulary and models, pupils will then be given practical opportunities to adapt 

and practise their own language through writing or speaking. Pupils are given 

opportunities to work with each other, especially when speaking and to support 

each other in their language learning.    

French is fun and helps give students confidence in communicating ideas and 

opinions. 

Where can it 

take you? 

At the end of this course you can progress to A Level French in school and later 

on at university. All universities also offer French in combination with other 

subjects and these courses are increasingly popular. Languages are a good 

facilitating subject, even if you decide to pursue a degree/career away from 

languages. 

  



 

What will I 

study? 

Through a variety of topics and contexts, you will develop linguistic skills and an 

awareness of French culture. Ultimately, you will be able to communicate 

effectively in the language. 
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To be successful in this course you need to enjoy expressing yourself and you 

will be interested in other people and other ways of life. You will need to be 

prepared to work hard both in school and at home. You should be prepared to 

learn new vocabulary on a weekly basis. 

 

 


