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Thursday, 15 April 2021 

Dear Parent / Carer, 
  
Firstly, I wanted to say how it has been a real pleasure to welcome your child back to school this week.  They 
have definitely grown since the last time we saw them! 
 
We last experienced the school in its entirety as a community, just before Christmas when Wales, along with the 
rest of the United Kingdom began a national lockdown on Saturday 19th December.  Staff and children have 
missed the routine and enjoyment of school life. 
 
This week we have attempted to provide opportunities for your child to reengage, reconnect, get back to a 
routine and to remember the basics such as taking turns, listening, working with others, sharing any concerns 
they may have, talking and ironing out any barriers or potential future barriers to their wellbeing and learning.  
 
Most children have adapted very well and have made a tremendously positive start to the beginning of this 
summer term, however a very few have struggled to adapt. 
 
I have asked staff to discuss and identify any barriers that the children may be experiencing or feeling and that 
may affect their school life and experience, their wellbeing and importantly their learning.  We hope that 
between home and school we can continue to replenish and further support your child. 
 
The barriers that the children have said they are facing are linked to them not having a routine and missing out 
on learning practices.  This chimes with what we anticipated: 
 

 Regressed literacy skills, in particular writing. 

 The presentation of numeracy based work, graph work, equation and formula.  

 Lost subject terminology, to support the discussions they have in class. 

 Children feeling less confident to volunteer answers or feeling anxious when asked directly, as they may 
have developed bad habits picked up during lockdown such as not answering questions (easy to hide behind 
the mic/camera). 

 Sleeping patterns, not sleeping well or for long enough, diet, and a need for exercise which has impacted on 
learner energy levels, particularly noticeable in lesson 4 and 5.  

 
The teaching staff are amending their pedagogy and approaches to ensure learning continues to accelerate. 
Where we see writing fatigue for example, we will chunk, model and scaffold writing tasks and build up stamina 
before advancing onto extended tasks.  Please speak to your child about how this week has been so far and 
share anything we can do better to support them by calling or emailing the school. 
 
There are many positives to report: 

 Nearly all children are happy to be back. 

 Most of the children are glad to not be so dependent on Teams after such an intense period of using it. 

 Real enjoyment of returning to group work in lessons. 

 Quite a few mentioned how they missed the quieter working environment at home and the ability to listen 
to music whilst working. 

 Many children described how they appreciated the school want to get everyone `back on track` after a 
difficult time but that they were concerned about lessons becoming a bit boring if trying new teaching 
techniques or methods – children want to get back working and enjoying the subjects as they were pre-
covid/lockdown with their teachers who know them and know how they enjoy/learn in those lessons best. 

 Children said they trust their teachers to use their individual approach/styles to get them to where they 
need to be in preparation for and during examinations. 
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 Children were very impressive with the advancement that they have shown when embracing technology, 
skills we aim to continue to build upon as we develop our new curriculum. Something that was certainly 
evident in the Minecraft project with year 7, 8 and 9.  

 Independence, problem solving skills, time management and creativity were demonstrated by many 
children and we will continue to encourage these. 

 
The school continues to comply with Health and Safety law, which requires us to assess risks and put in place 
proportionate control measures.  I enclose the latest Welsh Government’s Operational Guidance: 
https://bit.ly/3uTYItm 
 
This includes previous measures however a number of amendments have been applied including better use of 
ventilation, the wearing of face coverings and the proposals of all children self-administering Lateral Flow Test 
on Sunday and Wednesday evenings.  All staff, years 10, 11, 12 and 13 have been given this opportunity and we 
will soon offer the same to children in years 7, 8 and 9, with further details to follow.  We hope it is prudent and 
pragmatic to further amend our current procedures to ensure the school environment is as safe as possible to 
further minimise any risk for both staff and pupils.  Pleasingly the number of cases in Monmouthshire is 
extremely low.  
 
A reminder that it is a requirement for your child to stay at home if they: 

 have symptoms of COVID-19, whether they feel unwell or not; 

 have tested positive, even if asymptomatic; 

 have been advised by NHS Wales Test Trace Protect (TTP) to do so; 

 are household members of a positive case, even if that case is asymptomatic; and 

 are required to self-isolate for travel-related reasons. 
 
It remains important that all staff, children and their families continue to follow the latest Welsh Government 
coronavirus guidance.   

Finally and importantly, we are concerned that the traffic entering the school site on Welsh Street is very busy at 
the beginning and end of the school day.  We are working with Highways and the Local Authority to ensure the 
route to school for your child is as safe as possible.  If you are travelling to school by car please ensure you 
reduce your speed when collecting from, or dropping your child to the school site and please ensure you use the 
leisure centre car park rather than dropping off your child in the bus bays. 
 
We are always happy to receive your comments as we look at ways to improve.  If there is anything around 
Teaching and Learning, contact Mr J. Goddard (Assistant Head), or anything regarding Wellbeing, contact your 
child’s Head of Year.  Their details can be found on the school website. 
 
Best wishes, 

    
Matthew Sims 
Headteacher 

https://bit.ly/3uTYItm

