
 

 
 

What was your favourite subject at school and why? 

That is a tough one. I loved all of the creative subjects, so 
Graphic Design, Art and Design, and Music were probably 
equally my favourites.  

What have you been up to since leaving school? 

Since I left I have been quite busy. I studied for 3 years at the 
University of Chester, then a year at the University of South 
Wales. I have also worked at a Ugandan primary school for a 
month and spent 3 months working with children in America. I 
am now about to move to Birmingham to start my new job as a 
DT Teacher.  

What experience and qualifications do you need to do your 
job, and do you have advice for current students looking to go 
into your sector? 

It depends what route you go down. I went down the Teach 
First route. You need a degree (2:1 or higher) in a related 
course, as well as C or higher in Maths and English Language. 
You may also need to complete a Subject Knowledge 
Enhancement course, which is a paid course, to help improve 
your subject knowledge before you step in the classroom. 

What is one piece of advice you would give to current 
students?  

Don’t let anyone tell you that you can’t do something. Just have 
confidence in yourself and follow your dreams. At age 19 I 
found out I was dyslexic and rather than let it knock me back, I 
used it as motivation and that was what made me want to 
become a teacher. Make sure you work hard now because then 
you can have whatever career you want! 

What challenges have you faced in your life so far, and how 
have you overcome them? What is your next big goal?  

Dyslexia was definitely one of my biggest life challenges but 
after 5 years of hard work, I believe I have managed to reduce 
my dyslexic tendencies. The application process for teaching 
was so vigorous but I took each day as it came and didn’t give 
up. Lockdown has been challenging though but I have used this 
time to better myself and improve my subject knowledge ready 
for teaching secondary.  

TIRION 
VICKERY 
DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY TEACHER 

YEAR OF LEAVING: 2014 

 

 

 

 


