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Friday, 19 March 2021 

Dear Parent / Carer, 
  
I am pleased to inform you that we will be welcoming all children back to school for face to 
face learning on Monday 12th April. 
 
The first phase of returning to on-site provision saw Foundation Phase learners (including 
those in non-maintained settings, special schools and PRUs) returning to face to face learning 
on 22nd February.  
 
The second phase saw a return to onsite provision for learners in Years 11 and 13 in 
secondary schools and they were welcomed back on 15th March.  We have had some 
flexibility to allow other groups of learners from this date, such as Year 12 and those in Year 
10 who may have been entered for qualifications this summer.  We also provided the 
opportunity of a check-in to pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 to support their wellbeing and prepare 
them for a return to onsite learning after Easter. 
 
The third and hopefully final phase of our planned return to school will enable all learners 
across all schools and settings to access education provision on site from 12th April. 
 
The school must comply with health and safety law, which requires us to assess risks and put 
in place proportionate control measures.  Therefore, I need to highlight a number of 
amendments and have enclosed Welsh Government’s Operational Guidance: 
 
https://gov.wales/operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-12-april-html 
https://llyw.cymru/canllawiau-gweithredol-i-ysgolion-lleoliadau-o-12-ebrill-html 
 
As outlined in previous correspondence, we have applied one-way systems, hand 
sanitisation, class seating plans, multiple entry points to the school, staggered school finish 
times, ‘bubbled’ areas and wearing of face coverings, and we will continue to do so. 
 
In addition to previous safety measures, it is prudent and pragmatic to further amend our 
current procedures to ensure the school environment is as safe as possible and we further 
minimise any risk to both staff and pupils.   
 
The wearing of face coverings will be our basic expectation.  We highly recommend both staff 
and pupils to wear a face covering within corridors, communal areas and classrooms where 
social distancing cannot be maintained, including the school canteen.  The only exception to 
this rule is for any pupil, or member of staff who is exempt from wearing a face-covering due 
to a medical condition.  If your child is in this category, I would ask that you contact your 
child’s Head of Year in writing to confirm this.  If your child does not have a face covering, the 
school will provide a number of face coverings during form time on the morning of Monday 
12th April. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Foperational-guidance-schools-and-settings-12-april-html&data=04%7C01%7CWillMcLean%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C53ac78ec0837472724a408d8e87ccb9f%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C637514969987338031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=p6dOiR2iZm7sQXybHYSwG0sDHQaDYXiIGM4t%2BQxqKv0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fllyw.cymru%2Fcanllawiau-gweithredol-i-ysgolion-lleoliadau-o-12-ebrill-html&data=04%7C01%7CWillMcLean%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C53ac78ec0837472724a408d8e87ccb9f%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C637514969987347988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BkEQEE8IPZyzl4Hm6PBIBcfqvPbe105QBWPsit%2FvhRQ%3D&reserved=0
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The school will ensure there are appropriate ventilation measures, which will mean that 
windows will be open.  The school may become slightly colder, therefore we request that 
your child is dressed appropriately to ensure their own warmth. 
 
Lateral Flow Tests have become a new feature for staff who have begun to self-test twice a 
week. This has been extended to all those pupils in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13.  These tests will 
be for use at home and self-administered.  A programme of instructions will follow via Teams, 
to be delivered from our school nurse. 
 
Anyone who tests positive using a Lateral Flow Test (LFT) must not attend a school.  They and 
everyone they live with must self-isolate immediately according to the self-isolation guidance 
whilst they undertake the following actions: 
 

 Report the test result online; 

 Book a follow up PCR test through the online booking portal; and 

 Notify school of the result. 
 
The canteen will reopen and transportation will run as normal, again, with the expectation of 
face coverings to be worn. 
 
A final reminder that it is a requirement for your child to stay at home if they: 

 have symptoms of COVID-19, whether they feel unwell or not; 

 have tested positive, even if asymptomatic; 

 have been advised by NHS Wales Test Trace Protect (TTP) to do so; 

 are household members of a positive case, even if that case is asymptomatic; and 

 are required to self-isolate for travel-related reasons 
 
Outside of school it will be important that all staff, children and their families continue to 
follow Welsh Government coronavirus guidance and limit their contact with others. 

We will expect full school uniform to be worn from the Monday 12th April, when the summer 
term begins. 

Finally, if you have any further feedback around the provision provided during lockdown, we 
will be happy to receive your comments as we are always looking to improve. 
 
Best wishes, 

    
Matthew Sims 
Headteacher 


