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A Level Spanish 
  
 
Why study Modern Foreign Languages? 
Why wouldn’t you want to take a foreign language?  
 
The demands of the workforce are becoming increasingly more complex. You will need to 
stand out from the crowd in our competitive world. The global jobs market is constantly 
changing and from 2021 the need to be able to communicate and deliver in a foreign 
language will be a top priority for firms and businesses.  
 
As the world becomes smaller, ever more inter-connected French and Spanish will provide 
many opportunities to work internationally. If you are considering a career in engineering, 
law, accountancy, medicine or commerce you will be able to work or have placements at 
University in a different country. This will ultimately improve your chances of employment 
and demonstrate many key skills that are highly esteemed by employers.  
 
It goes without saying that you will of course further your travel options with a language as 
well as enjoying learning and communicating with others. Studies would also suggest that 
there is a link between reducing the onset of dementia and Alzheimer’s for those who have 
studied a language. 
 
What are the course entry requirements? 
To be successful at A-Level the strongest entry point would be a GCSE grade A*-B or a level 
6+ or above. 
 
How will I study? 
You will continue to build upon key grammar from GCSE and be expected to contribute to 
class discussions. You will have opportunity to use technology in the classroom to enhance 
your learning. You will continue to be supported by our dedicated teachers as they help you 
make a smooth transition from GCSE to A-Level. You will be expected to become more and 
more independent through the two years as this is a key feature of your independent 
research project. You will continue to be engaged in your lessons and work with a variety of 
authentic and up-to-date resources such as newspapers and journals, radio and television 
extracts. 
 
What will I learn? 
The course continues to develop Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing skills 
through a variety of activities and resources. The topics studied become more authentic and 
range from issues around education, issues for young people, immigration, environmental 
issues and social and political aspects of the French and Spanish speaking world. At AS one 
element of the course is an in-depth study of a French or Spanish film, and in Year 13 you 
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will make an in-depth study of a French or Spanish film. There will also be an individual 
research project that you present based on a topic that touches your own interests. 
 
Even with full teacher support you will have to commit yourself to serious private study 
on an organised and regular basis. Using the Internet for research and independent 
study is an integral part of the course.  
 
How will my work be assessed? 
AS (Year 12): 
Unit 1 – speaking is worth 12% of your total A-Level. You will have to argue a point of view 
based on a stimulus card as well as have a discussion about a second stimulus card. 
Unit 2 – Listening, reading, translation and critical response is worth 28% of your overall A-
Level. This unit tests your linguistic knowledge and your comprehension skills. Your critical 
response will be based on a film that you have studied in Year 12. 
 
A-Level (Year 13): 
Unit 3 – Speaking is worth 18% of your total A-Level. Your Individual Research Project is split 
into a brief introduction of your topic and then a discussion about it. 
Unit 4 – Listening, reading and translation is worth 30% of your total A-Level. This will 
continue to assess your linguistic skills at a higher level and also your comprehension skills. 
Translation will be from English to French. 
Unit 4 – critical and analytical response is worth 12% of your total A-Level. This will be an 
essay based on the study of a literary text drawn from WJEC’s set list. 
 
All units are externally assessed. 
 
What career opportunities could lead from studying [subject]? 
Languages is a facilitating subject and as such it combines well with other languages, Arts, 
Humanities, English Literature, Business, Economics, Social Sciences, Science (for pharmacy 
and research), Maths, Sport and Technology. Languages are often encouraged for those 
students wishing to study Law. 
 
Having a language helps in many career paths such as in the European Union, translation 
and interpreting, and careers in on-line product design for foreign markets. In light of the 
UK’s relationship with the EU it will become increasingly important for UK companies to 
employ British people with language skills for international trade, as hiring EU citizens who 
are native speakers will become more complicated for businesses. 
 
Students planning to study Medicine or STEM subjects at university should consider A Level 
languages to compliment Sciences and Maths in order to stand out in a competitive field. 
Many such courses include work placements or study abroad. 
 
Typical destinations for people with foreign language skills at A-level and beyond are: 
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• Diplomatic Service 

• Engineering 

• International Banking/ Financial Services 

• Journalism/Media 

• Teaching 

• Travel & Tourism 
 

Where have past students progressed onto? 
We are proud of all of our former students and some have gone on to further their language 
careers at Universities such as Cambridge, Exeter and Cardiff. They have studied course such 
as Modern and Medieval Languages (Spanish and Arabic), languages joint honours degrees, 
Business and French, Accountancy and Economics and French. 
 
The sky really is the limit! 
 
How can I prepare for year 12? 
To best prepare yourself for year 12 a sound knowledge of GCSE grammar is required. You 
might RAG rate yourself according to the GCSE Spanish Level Ladder to identify areas to 
work on.  
 
Throughout the A Level course an understanding of culture and current affairs will also be 
key. Click here to access all editions of the A Level magazine Boletín made by Mr Walsh. As 
well as three articles linked to the course, there are vocabulary builders and practice 
questions at the bottom of each edition. Alternatively you can contact the school directly 
and we can send these to you. 
 
 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/gcse-spanish-level-ladder-12054159
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/el-bolet-n-weekly-a-level-spanish-news-and-exam-practice-12258240

