
 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher / Pennaeth: Mr M T Sims 
Welsh Street, Chepstow, Monmouthshire, NP16 5LR          Tel/Ffôn: 01291 635777           Fax/Facs: 01291 635780 

E-mail/E-bost: info@chepstowschool.net          www.chepstowschool.net 

A Level English Literature 

 

Why study English Literature? 
The study of English Literature at A Level helps you to develop a number of subject-specific 
as well as transferable skills by encouraging in-depth, critical and contextual thinking in 
response to a range of literary works. Students will gain a deeper understanding and 
appreciation of texts alongside expanding their academic register, essay writing skills and 
formulating informed arguments with the help of critical reading.   
 
What are the course entry requirements? 
A minimum of a grade C in GCSE English and Maths is required to study the course.  

 
How will I study? 
The course is divided into AS-Level and A-Level. In year 12 (AS Level) you will complete two 
exams at the end of the year. In year 13, you will complete two exams at the end of the year 
and complete an explorative non examination assessment.  
 
Throughout the course, you lessons will be engaging, thought provoking and challenging. 
We use a variety of teaching methods to support your study. We also provide you with a 
range of critical and historical essays to support your own independent study.  
 
What will I learn? 

The topics that you will study in year 12 are: 
 
- Unit 1 - Prose and Drama Study.  
Thomas Hardy- The Mayor of Casterbridge 
Tennessee Williams- A Streetcar Named Desire 
 
- Unit 2 - Poetry Post-1900  
Seamus Heaney: Field Work and Owen Sheers: Skirrid Hill 
 
 
The topics that you will study in year 13 are: 
- Unit 3 - Poetry pre-1900 and Unseen Poetry 
Christina Rossetti: Selected Poems 
 
- Unit 4 – Shakespeare 
Hamlet 
 
- Unit 5 - Prose Study of your choice.  
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One of the features of A Level study students enjoy the most is Unit 5. This gives pupils 
complete autonomy to engage with two prose texts of their choice, with the only 
stipulation being that one of the texts must have been published prior to 2000, while the 
other must be post 2000. It is the level of independence afforded to students that they 
enjoy the most. 

 
How will my work be assessed? 
Work will be assessed through a range of methods including the submission of essays and 
mock examinations. We use the WJEC Assessment Objectives to monitor progress and 
prepare for course examinations. The Assessment Objectives are below.  
 
AO1 Articulate informed, personal and creative responses to literary texts, using associated 
concepts and terminology, and coherent, accurate written expression.  
 
AO2 Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts.  
 
AO3 Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the contexts in which 
literary texts are written and received.  
 
AO4 Explore connections across literary texts. 
  
AO5 Explore literary texts informed by different interpretation.  
 
What career opportunities could lead from studying English Literature? 
English Literature is one of the Russell Group universities' 'facilitating' subjects. A 
‘facilitating’ subject at A-level allows a wide range of options for degree study and is 
recognised as possessing high functioning and transferable skills in higher education and the 
world of work. 

English Literature A-level is an essential subject for an English degree. Some drama, media 
studies, American studies and law degree courses will also ask for an English literature or 
language A-level. The Russell Group Informed Choices guide also recommends English 
Literature A-level for those who want to take degree courses in classics, French and other 
modern languages, teacher training, history, history of art, politics and religious studies. 

 
Where have past students progressed onto? 
English is fundamental to a range of careers. Many pupils progress to Higher Education and 
degree courses, while others have established careers in: publishing, broadcasting, 
education, journalism, politics, law, marketing and PR.   


