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A Level Biology 

 

Why study Biology? 
Biology Is a front-line science subject that has high subject knowledge demand and extended 

links to the real world notable evident during the Covid pandemic. Students will build a 

fundamental knowledge of a range of topic areas including the importance of vaccine 

development, detailed knowledge of how the body works and management of global gene 

pools. Remember its all about life on Earth from the molecular and cellular level up to whole 

organisms and ecosystems. Biology develops a significant range of transferable skills which 

will aid progress in other subjects, university studies and the workplace. Data analysis skills 

are developed and extensively qualitatively and quantitatively. Problem solving and 

evaluation is key to explaining how Science works. Scientific theory, communication and 

literacy skills are pre requisite for scientific work, presentation and report writing in 

Biological scenarios. 

 
What are the Biology course entry requirements? 
A minimum of a grade B in Double Award or Triple Award Biology (Separate Biology). It is 

advisable that pupils also look to take a second science and or Mathematics as these subjects 

go hand in hand particularly with university courses. 

 
 
What will I learn? How will I be assessed? 
In year 12 you will study 2 units which will be examined in the Summer term 2021. In year 
13 you will study a further 2 units which will also have a terminal summer exam. There is 
also a practical exam and the relative weightings and times for examinations are in the table 
below. 

 
Year 12 
 
 

 

 
 

A range of short and longer structured questions and one 
extended response. 
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A range of short and longer structured questions and one 
extended response. 

 
 
Year 13 
 

 

 
 

Section A: 80 marks 
A mix of short answer and extended answer questions with 
some set in a practical context. 
Section B: 20 marks - one comprehension question. 

 

 
 

 
Section A: 80 marks 
A mix of short answer and extended answer questions with 
some set in a practical context. 
Section B: 20 marks - choice of 1 out of 4 options: Alternating 
Currents, Medical Physics, The Physics of Sports, Energy and the 
Environment. 

 
A2 Unit 5 
Practical examination (50 marks) 
10% of qualification 

This unit comprises two tasks. 
• Experimental Task (25 marks) 
• Practical Analysis Task (25 marks) 

 

What career opportunities could lead from Biology? 
Biology is applicable in many career paths including medicine, nursing, environmental 

research and development, pharmacy careers. However, the scientific nature of the subject 
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means it will be of use for any scientific course at university level. Additionally, the academic 

weighting, workload management and transferrable skills developed in Biology will be looked 

on favorably for many non-scientific careers. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


