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Friday, 18 December 2020 

Dear Pupils / Students, 
 
Re: Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
 
I hope that you and your families are well, and hope you are keeping yourselves safe! 
 
On behalf of every staff member at Chepstow School we would like to thank you for your hard 
work, determination, resilience and empathy over the last 9 months in working through what 
has been a very difficult year. 
 
When you positively work alongside such a fantastic team of staff the school runs effortlessly.  
As a student body you have been superb this year and I wanted to thank you all individually.  
As a team we can overcome anything.   
 
This year you have had to learn in a different way and at times this has been disruptive for 
you, but also during this time I have seen the way you have supported each other, and I 
believe you have all become better people for it.   
 
2021 Examinations 
Earlier this week,  Kirsty Williams, Minister for Education confirmed that the system to replace 
examinations will comprise of three parts: 
 

 Non – Examination Assessment 

 Internal Assessment 

 Assessments that are Externally Marked 
 
You can listen to the Minster’s announcement here: https://bit.ly/2KD0JrN 
 
For pupils and students sitting exams in Years 11, 12 & 13 I also attach a letter from the 
Minister written to you personally. https://bit.ly/2LChALW 
 
The key message is that we should all get some rest this Christmas and be patient whilst we 
await the instruction of the awarding organisation, the WJEC who will provide the material 
for both the internal and external assessments and will share information in advance so that 
teachers and lecturers can help prepare you.    
 
Your teachers will decide how and when these assessments take place so that they can be 
introduced as part of your learning.   
 
Christmas is upon us and it is usually the time for festivities and spending time with your loved 
ones.  As some of you may know Wales’ current conditions means it has met the criteria to 
move to alert level 4 which begins on December 28th   This Christmas period is very important 
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for you and your families and us as a community and nation to follow the guidance presented 
and adhere to the restrictions.  This is the only way we can get back to as close to normal as 
we can. 
 
I trust you will rest and recharge over Christmas period.  We look forward to seeing you in the 
New Year and we feel optimistic that 2021 will bring the successes which you deserve. 
 
Charity Cycle 
Over Christmas, Mr Phillips – Curriculum Leader for Performing Arts will be carrying out a 
cycle challenge to raise money for the “My Name’5 Doddie foundation” to support research 
into MND in the hope that one day a cure can be found for this horrible condition. The 
reason behind his cycle is explained in the link along with the details of the challenge. If you 
can find time to log on and donate it would be greatly appreciated. https://bit.ly/2WsMRTW 
 
Return in January 
As you may have already seen in the press and on social media, yesterday, Welsh 
Government and local councils have made announcements regarding return to school in 
January 2021.   
 
All Monmouthshire schools will continue to use online learning for the week beginning 4th 
January 2021 in recognition of the high levels of coronavirus prevalent.  This means that 
Chepstow children will remain at home and continue to follow their blended learning 
timetable from Monday 4th January until Tuesday 5th January.   We envisage that face to 
face teaching will resume on Wednesday 6th January for all year groups, however this is 
subject to change, dependent on any further instructions from Welsh Government or the 
local authority.  
 
The exception to this change are year 12 and 13 students who have prepared to sit their 
mock examinations, and already undertaken examinations at school this week. 
 
We appreciate that this is a change from the expectation for the start of next term; 
however, we hope you understand the situation the school is facing, and we are committed 
to keeping you informed as fully and as early as possible when plans need to be changed. 
 
Please stay safe and take care of yourselves and your families.  
 
Best Wishes and Merry Christmas! 

       

Matthew Sims     
Headteacher 

https://bit.ly/2WsMRTW

