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Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
Hope you and your family are keeping safe and feeling well. 
 
Since I last wrote to you I am pleased to report that staff and pupils have not let Covid disrupt school 
or your child’s education.  Both groups have shown resilience, hard work, determination and effort 
and have constructively worked together to overcome any restrictions or barriers to learning. 
 
In the spirit of “getting on with it”, we have recently conducted one of our termly Reviews of 
Standards and Provision.  One part of review and a valuable feature of school improvement is the 
importance we place on “student voice” and listening to learners.   
 
I have personally met with a number of children from each year group over the last two weeks and 
have sought their feedback on a range of different themes including their wellbeing, standards of 
teaching and learning and what we can do better as a school, set against the Covid backdrop 
restrictions. 
 
I am pleased to report that nearly all pupils felt safe in school and believed that the school was doing 
all it could to ensure the environment and risk was mitigated for them with their wellbeing at the 
forefront and that they had a supportive team of staff who they could talk to.  Importantly they felt 
their learning was not being adversely affected. 
 
Feedback I received from the older year groups whose concerns were based around facing the 
unknown regarding their examinations, and that they are unaware of how they are going to be 
formally assessed.  This unknown has led to a few anxieties and stress. 
 
For information, the Welsh Government has set up a working group tasked to develop proposals on 
the scope and timescales for the teacher managed assessments. This group is called the Design, 
Development and Advisory Board. The group will develop the proposals for the summer exams 
series following the Minister’s decision to cancel exams. This is a huge task for the group. It is 
charged with building advice that reflects learner fairness, wellbeing, and progression in the context 
of major ongoing disruption to learning due to Covid-19. 
 
The WJEC and Qualification Wales are invited to all meetings to provide expert advice.  The WJEC are 
guided by regulatory requirement aligned to Qualifications Wales’ guiding principles and its 
parameters which are to: 
 

 Help to mitigate loss of teaching and learning time; 
 Help centres to manage public health; and  
 Ensure qualifications remain valid and meaningful. 
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We will not want to second guess the outcome from this group.  We do anticipate clarity and a 
structure so we can avoid any further uncertainty for our children.  A clear set of proposals are to be 
delivered to the Minster by the end of December for implementation from January. 
 
What this means for our children is that we will continue to ensure teaching and learning does not 
create any gaps in knowledge and skills.  Due to the latest disruption and consequential absences we 
will deliver a revised mock examination programme, see below: 
 
Year 10 (set 1) Maths and Numeracy Mocks will continue on the following dates:   

 Maths Paper 1 – Monday 7th December at 9:10am;  

 Maths Paper 2 – Wednesday 9th December at 9:10am; 

 Maths Numeracy Paper 1 – Monday 14th December at 9:10am; and  

 Maths Numeracy Paper 2 – Wednesday 16th December at 9:10am. 
 
Year 11 Mock Examinations to be rescheduled to weeks commencing 25th January and 1st February 
2021.  They will end on Friday 5th February 2021. 
 
In addition, the English department will be contacting Year 11 pupils to look at rescheduling the 
English Language Oracy Exam.  There will be two options offered 14th and 15th December or, 
alternatively, 19th and 20th January 2021. 
 
Year 12 and 13 Mocks Examinations will run from 4th – 8th January 2021  
(This will not be for all subjects, so students will need to check with their individual subject 
teachers. This information will also be published on our web-page). 
 
 
Important updates: 
 
Year 9 Options - We have begun a “Choice Survey” with year 9 this week to help us gauge interest in 
different subjects and courses. This is an informal start to the options process and responses will be 
used to inform and formalise pupil’s choice for September 2021.  This is a good opportunity to start 
talking to your child about what subjects they may want to study at GCSE level next year. A letter 
from Mrs Harris, Head of Year 9 will follow later this week. 
 
Sixth Form Open Day – Following a similar format to our hugely successful whole school Open Day, 
we will be running our Sixth Form Virtual Open Day on Tuesday 8th December 2020. The content will 
launch from 8am and remain live for the rest of academic year, so rest assured, you can access this 
content at your leisure.  
 
If you have any questions you would like our staff or current students to answer, please complete 
our form here. Following the open day, if you would like to speak 1:1 to a member of the Sixth Form 
Team, do not hesitate to contact us to arrange.  Sixth Form Options/IAG interviews will follow in the 
New Year.  For more information, visit our website: 
https://www.chepstowschool.net/6thformopenday  
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=UxO1eIts_k6LFiM-5oGayWgM-mDhteFHkUNmTX5vtbFUODJXNlFTVVhOU0YxR0JPVUpQWjNSSDBOMiQlQCN0PWcu
https://www.chepstowschool.net/6thformopenday
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Face coverings - This advice applies to secondary school and college settings. The guidance now 
states that face coverings should be worn:  
 

 in all areas outside the classroom by staff and learners in secondary schools including 
communal areas, if not eating; 

 on dedicated school and college transport for learners in Year 7 and up; and 

 by visitors to all schools and colleges, including parents and carers picking up and collecting 
children. 

 
Parents picking up and dropping off - Can I remind parents who transport their child to school by 
car to pick up/drop off in the Leisure Centre car park.  The bus bays are for designated buses and 
coaches only. 
 
Last week/s of term – there has been much speculation over the final week of term.   

 

 Friday 11th National Christmas Jumper Day / Santa Dash to Lapland – see attached letter. 

 Monday 14th to 16th Christmas Lunch – see attached letter.  

 Thursday 17th Parent Teacher consultation to discuss your child’s progress / Blended Learning 
Day (your child will not physically attend school), appointments to follow. 

 Friday 18th INSET (staff training day) 
 
Finally, the Welsh Government is funding a survey to understand the effects of COVID-19 on 
children’s mental health and well-being, as well as their physical activity levels. If you agree, your 
child will be asked to complete an online questionnaire (should take 10-15 minutes) and some 
children will be selected to wear an activity monitor (like a FitBit) for a week. Both of these will be 
repeated a few months later.  
 
Please click on this link to read more about the survey. If you are happy for your child/children to 
participate, please complete the parental consent form which you will find in the same link.  

 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the following 
  
Liezel Hurter (PhD) Tel r: 077 097 09630   Email: Liezel.hurter@swansea.ac.uk 
 

On behalf of the staff we wish you and your family the very best of health during these difficult times 
and thank you for your continued support. 

 
 
Kind regards, 

       

Matthew Sims     
Headteacher  

https://ascl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae6fbf66d6135a8a21b3627d&id=c7a00b804d&e=71939bcaa5
https://swansea.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/the-effects-of-covid-19-on-childlren
mailto:Liezel.hurter@swansea.ac.uk


 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher / Pennaeth: Mr M T Sims 
Welsh Street, Chepstow, Monmouthshire, NP16 5LR          Tel/Ffôn: 01291 635777           Fax/Facs: 01291 635780 

E-mail/E-bost: info@chepstowschool.net          www.chepstowschool.net 

Tuesday, 01 December 2020 

 
 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
Following the success of last year’s Christmas Lunch for the whole school, we are planning to do the 
same again this Christmas, albeit slightly different due to the current COVID restrictions 
 
In order to facilitate the Christmas Lunch, we will keep pupils in their “year group bubble” and have 
lunches over the following days: 
 
Year 7  Monday 14th December 2020  13.45 – 14.30 
 
Year 8   Tuesday 15th December 2020  12.45 – 13.30 
Year 9  Tuesday 15th December 2020  13.45 – 14.30 
 
Year 10  Wednesday 16th December 2020 12.45 – 13.30 
Year 11  Wednesday 16th December 2020 13.45 – 14.30 
 
Will be served in the 6th form area – separate rooms for each year 
Year 12  Wednesday 16th December 2020 12.45 – 13.30 
Year 13  Wednesday 16th December 2020 13.45 – 14.30 
 
For a cost of only £3.60, students can enjoy a two course Christmas lunch (vegetarian options 
available) and refreshments with music and entertainment. All this will be served by the school staff 
in a ticket only party area.  A dinner menu will still be available for any students not wishing to take 
part.  
 
We will be selling the Christmas lunch via ParentMail from Monday, 30th November until Friday 4th 
December at 2pm and students will be asked to make their menu choice at this time.  
Lunches will no longer be available to purchase after this due to time restraints for ordering stock.   
Please ensure you purchase your child’s ticket early to avoid disappointment.  
 
FSM students, please come to Reception to make your menu choice.  
 
We hope your child will be able to take part in all the fun. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Tom Herbert 
Systems and Site Manager 
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Tuesday, 01 December 2020 

 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
As you may be aware Friday December 11th is National Christmas Jumper day.  We will be taking part 
in this event and are asking all pupils to attend school in Christmas jumpers.  We are asking for a £1 
donation for the Motor Neurone Disease (MND) Charity.  
 
In addition to taking part in the national event we will be taking it one step further and organising a 
Santa Dash. This will involve all the pupils at Chepstow School and also a number of our feeder 
primary schools. The aim of this event will be to run the 1988 miles from Chepstow to Lapland.  We 
will be asking all staff and pupils to complete a minimum of 1 mile of activity during the day.  This 
can be running, walking or skipping.  We would love to see the pupils getting involved and adding a 
bit of festive cheer to the event by wearing Christmas accessories.  Suggestions include Santa hats, 
Elf outfit, reindeer antlers or some tinsel.  
 
This event will be run in conjunction with the primary schools and there will be lots of photo and 
video evidence of the event on our PE twitter feed and Instagram account.  Once we have reached 
our target distance we will be going live to ‘Lapland’ to speak to Santa himself.  
 
We look forward to a fun and festive day to brighten up the end of a difficult year.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Eleri Jones 
Subject Leader – PE  
 
 
 
 


