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Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
This is hopefully my final letter of this half term.   
 
This term has been busy and challenging for staff to ensure the school runs as purposefully 
and safely as possible.  
 
The staff have been working tirelessly whilst dealing with the extraordinary events thrown at 
us through Covid.  They constantly present a stoic and courageous face of optimism, which I 
thank every one of them for. 
 
In spite of the challenges, there remains many, many positives that I must mention, and we 
remain resolute.  I make no apology for the long list:  
 

 We were delighted to be awarding and recognising three staff members for 25 + years 
service to Chepstow School; Mandy Rushton and Mary Peniston in the canteen, and 
Jamie Goddard our Assistant Headteacher. 

 

 Our curtain raiser for the London Marathon where children from all year groups run a 
schools mini marathon was great to see and even better to have participated in. 

 

 Our Shwmae Day, which brought a smile to the faces of everybody served as a great 
opportunity to celebrate our culture. 

 

 Our Mental Health Awareness “wear yellow” Day where we raised over £500 for 
Young Minds was brilliant. 

 

 Recent achievement of receiving the Bronze Eco Award from Keep Wales Tidy. 
 

 Reaccreditation for another three years of our Careers Wales Mark. 
 

 The ‘virtual’ Estyn Review, where the work we discussed served to be a very positive 
experience for us, and highlighted that the work we have already begun was 
exemplary.  
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 Our Health and Safety Executive (HSE) Inspection confirmed our practices were not 
only safe and fully compliant with Welsh Government Guidance, but we were also 
commended for the thoughtful planning to ensure children’s learning and their 
curriculum offer was not affected.  HSE reported they were very impressed with the 
responsible behaviours of our children. 

 

 The excellent fund raising from the Herriman family, where Noah achieved the Pride 
of Gwent Award. 

 

 Ethan Body’s magnificent fundraising for Velindre Hospital, and since been nominated 
by the school for a Community Award with Chepstow Rotary Club. 
 

 To all the children, who simply have just got on with it, showing resilience and 
strength. 

 
Many of you will have seen the announcement earlier today by the First Minister of Wales, 
Mark Drakeford, regarding a two-week firebreak and the impact in which it will affect us all 
in different ways. 
 
The two-week firebreak, starts at 6pm on Friday this week and ends after midnight on 9 
November.  As a result, this may impact you and your child.  
 

 Primary schools and special schools will re-open as normal after half term on Monday 2 
November.  

 Secondary schools will be open for children in years 7 and 8, whilst other pupils will 
continue their learning from home for that week.  

 Those sitting GCSEs and University entrance exams in November will be able to do so at 
school.  

 Free school meals arrangements have already been put in place for half term and will 
continue for pupils in year nine and above for a second week.  

 
As a school our response is to continue to deliver the curriculum as per your child’s timetable.  
The Welsh Government will be issuing guidance for this period.  This may include minimum 
expectations for learning and teachers delivering online lessons from the classroom.  

 

As Covid rates continue to rise we have been making preparations to minimise disruption to 
your child’s learning.  As such, we will offer an online session for parents as part of our final 
preparations on Wednesday 21st October, 2020 at 5:30pm.  You will be able to access this 
session, by clicking this link:  https://bit.ly/3lZnBzg 

 

 

https://bit.ly/3lZnBzg
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We wish you and your family the very best of health during these difficult times and continue 
to thank you for your support. 

 
Kind regards, 

       

Matthew Sims     
Headteacher 


