
 99% of our grades were at A* - E 

 35% of all grades were A* or A 

 65% of all grades were A* to B 

 70% of students progressed into 

University 

 All that applied to University, went on 

their 1st or 2nd choice. 

 All Students progressed to Higher/

Further Education or Employment/

Training 
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In August 2019, we exceeded our target for the school for A Level results and for the third 
consecutive year we have been in the top 20% of sixth forms in the UK (ALPS) for value added. 
 
35% of all grades were A* or A 
65% of all grades were A* to B 
 
70% of our students went to university and every student that applied went to their first or 
second choice.  All students progressed to Higher / Further Education or Employment /Training. 
 
You should use this prospectus to choose your A Level subjects carefully; think hard about 
which subjects you like, which will help you in any chosen career and which you find easier to 
study. 
 
Talk to parents, subject teachers, current sixth form students, careers staff; they are all here to 
help. 
 
Most importantly, ask if you need more information! 
 
 
 
 
Emma Mellen 
Assistant Headteacher (Sixth Form) 
 
N.B. The subjects listed in this prospectus are the basis of our Curriculum Offer. However, 
availability of all subjects will be controlled by the uptake of students and, therefore, these 
subjects may change. 
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ABOUT OUR COURSES 
The Sixth Form provides a wide range of subjects at Level 3, BTEC National, AS and A level. Normally we would expect students 

following two year Level 3 courses (or equivalent) to have at least 5 GCSEs with grades A*- C grading or equivalent or 5 BTECs with 

Merit grades, though some AS & A2 subjects require specific GCSE subjects and grades to progress into the sixth form.  All students 

should check the individual subject requirements with the teachers and on the separate ‘subject specific requirements’ document, 

regarding suitability. We will also look at each student on merit. 

HOW DO I CHOOSE? 

It is important, when choosing subjects, that if you have a particular career or university course in mind, you ensure you are taking 

suitable subjects for it.  You should check with the Sixth Form Team or your Careers Adviser for information on this. Otherwise, it is 

sensible to choose a balance of facilitating subjects and those which you most enjoy and are good at.  You will be spending a great 

deal of time on each subject (4 hours of lessons per week) and it will be easier to maintain motivation throughout the course if you are 

interested in the area you are studying. 

WHEN DO I HAVE TO DECIDE? 

The initial choices should be made by December 11th. Final decisions do not have to be confirmed until the start of the new school 

year. After GCSE results have been received in August 2020, the Sixth Form Team will meet all Year 12 students for enrolment. 

WHO WILL HELP? 

Talking to teachers and students will help you to think about your options.  All students who apply to our Sixth Form will have 

individual interviews, and support and guidance with form tutors and senior staff. Mrs Joanna Page from Careers Wales can help with 

individual guidance on subject choices and the implications of these choices on future pathways. 

UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 

All suitably qualified students will find a place at university, but institutions and courses offered vary enormously in popularity, style 

and quality.  The more popular the course and the university, the higher the UCAS points score will be required for entry.  Entry to the 

top academic universities is very competitive and, for the first time, students will be working not just to achieve a set standard, but 

with all others in the whole of their age group, in state and private schools, for the most sought-after places.  UCAS points tariffs can 

be found at www.ucas.com/new-tariff. There is no upper limit on points and universities may require not only a total point score, but 

a particular score in a specific subject . BTEC National Courses have the same point scores as other AS and A Levels for university 

entrance. It is quite acceptable to mix the two types of course although this will be dependent on the suitability of the combination. 

Students should carefully check the appropriateness for Higher Education Courses before embarking on Sixth Form subjects, via 

www.ucas.com. It is also worth reading the Russell Group publication, ‘Informed Choices’, which is available online at 

www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices/. 

Students should read this booklet carefully as many subjects have special entry requirements. Please be aware that some subjects 

may not run if numbers are insufficient. 
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Art and Design 
This is a broad-based course that provides flexibility in content and approach. Learners can choose this option if they want 
to explore and create work associated with more than one endorsed title. 
Learners opting for Art, Craft and Design should explore practical and critical/contextual work through a range of 2D and/or 
3D processes and media throughout the earlier stages of their Personal Creative Enquiry and Personal Investigation.  
The final resolution of their exploratory work can either be selected from 2D and/or 3D processes and media (combining 
disciplines from more than one endorsed title) or comprise processes and media associated with a single endorsed title. 
 
Year 12 – AS 
Component 1 - Personal Creative Enquiry 
Non-exam Assessment 100% of qualification  
An extended, exploratory project/portfolio and outcome/s based on themes and 
subject matter which are personal and meaningful to the learner. The enquiry 
must integrate critical, practical and theoretical work. Work is to be completed 
and assessed so that centre marks are submitted to WJEC by the May deadline. 
 
Year 13 – A2 
A2 Component 1 - Personal Investigation 
Non-exam Assessment 60% of qualification  
Consists of two integrated constituent parts: 
1. A major in-depth critical, practical and theoretical investigative project/

portfolio and outcome/s based on themes and subject matter that have  
personal significance. 

2. An extended written element of 1000 words minimum, which may contain 
images and texts and must clearly relate to practical and theoretical work 
using an appropriate working vocabulary and specialist terminology.  
The Personal Investigation is internally assessed by the centre (ensuring 
that marks are submitted to WJEC by the May deadline) and  externally 
moderated. 

 
A2 Component 2 - Externally Set Assignment 
Non-exam Assessment 40% of qualification.  
The externally set assignment materials are to be released to candidates on or after February of the second year of the A 
level course. The start and finish dates of the initial preparatory study period and the 15 hour sustained focus study are 
determined by the centre but will need to take into account the May deadline for the submission of marks to WJEC. Work is 
internally assessed and externally moderated.           

Key Information 
 
 

Level: Advanced  and AS Level 

Examining Board: WJEC 

Subject Leader:

Mrs R. Jeffery 

 

Entry Requirements:

C+ at GCSE or equivalent and 

C+ in GCSE English or 

equivalent 

 

Assessment method: 

AS - 100% Coursework 

A2 - 60% Coursework 

40% Externally Set Assignment 

 

Potential Disciplines Involved: 

 Fine Art 

 Critical and Contextual 

Studies 

 Three-dimensional Design 

 Photography 

 Textile Design 



 

 

Not all types of crime are alike. Which different types of crime take place in our society? How do we decide what behaviour is 

criminal? What is the difference between criminal behaviour and deviance? How do we explain why people commit crime? What 

happens to those who commit a crime? Why and how do we punish people? What organisations 

do we have in our society to control criminality?  

An understanding of criminology is relevant to many job roles within the criminal justice sector, 

including police officers, probation and prison officers, and social workers. With their critical 

thinking, analytical and communication skills, criminology graduates are also attractive to 

employers outside the criminal justice sector in areas such as social research and politics.   WJEC 

Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology is a qualification with elements of Psychology, Law and 

Sociology. 

YEAR 12 YEAR 13 
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Changing Awareness of Crime—Internally Assessed 

You will develop an understanding of different types of crime, 

influences on perceptions of crime and why some crimes are 

unreported. Knowing about the wide range of different crimes 

and the reasons people have for not reporting such crimes 

provides an understanding of the complexity of behaviours and 

the social implications of such crimes and criminality.  
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Crime Scene to Courtroom—Internally Assessed 

You will have an understanding of the criminal justice 

system from the moment a crime has been identified to the 

verdict. You will  develop the understanding and skills 

needed to examine information in order to review the 

justice of verdicts in criminal cases.  

 

 

U
n
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Criminological Theories—Externally Assessed 

You will gain an understanding of why people commit crime, 

drawing on what you have studied in Unit 1.  You will  explore 

the difference between criminal behaviour and deviance and 

the theories behind why people commit crime.  

U
n

it 4—
Exam

 

Crime & Punishment—Externally Assessed 

You will apply your understanding of the awareness of 

criminality, criminological theories and the process of 

bringing an accused to court in order to evaluate the 

effectiveness of social control to deliver criminal justice 

policy.  

Key Information 

 

Level: Level 3 Applied Diploma 

(A Level) 

Examining Board: WJEC 

Curriculum Leader: 

Mrs K. Parfitt-Ley 

 

Entry Requirements: 

General Sixth Form entry 

requirements 

 

Year 12  

Unit 1  - Coursework (25%) 

Unit 2  - Exam (25%) 

 

Year 13 

Unit 3—Coursework 25%) 

Unit 4  - Exam (25%) 

 

Assessment method:  

50% Examination 

50% Coursework 



Biology 
 
Biology is a dynamic and exciting subject whose new developments often raise issues that result 
in public discussion. At A level, it is a huge discipline which encompasses all aspects of life and life 
processes; from complex Molecular Biology to the intricacies of balancing life within a habitat. 
Wherever you look in the natural world Biology is at work, and the more you learn the more your 
eyes become opened to this fascinating subject.  
The study of Biology at A level is rewarding and demanding. Students find that taking Chemistry 
and/or Maths is a help. There is also considerable crossover between our course and Geography 
and PE. Many of the components of the Biology A level course are designed to stretch and 
challenge even the most capable of students. The entry requirements for Biology reflect this. 
Double Award students require a BB grade in Double Award Science.  

The course is examined in a combination of written examinations and coursework. Coursework is 
completed in year 13 only and accounts for 10% of the final grade.  

Year 12 - AS  
Unit 1 Basic Biochemistry and Cell Organisation  
Written examination:1 hour 30 minutes (80 marks) 20% of qualification.  

Unit 2 Biodiversity and Physiology of Body Systems  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes (80 marks)  

Year 13 – A2  
Unit 3 Energy, Homeostasis and the Environment  
Written examination: 2 hours (90 marks) 25% of qualification.  

Unit 4 Variation, Inheritance and Options  
Written examination: 2 hours (90 marks) 25% of qualification. The 
examinations for AS and A2 again consist of a range of short and 
longer structured questions and one extended response.  

Unit 5  

Practical examination (50 marks) 10% of qualification.  

This unit comprises of two tasks:  

Experimental Task (20 marks)  

Practical Analysis Task (30 marks)  

We believe that the study of Biology develops over a lifetime and that 

we are extremely fortunate to be in a career that enables young people to discover their own love of this subject and to witness the joy that 

the study of Advanced Biology can bring. The skills you will develop are analytical, practical and evaluative. Future pathways offer degrees in 

Biology, Medicine, Veterinary Science, Biomedical Sciences, Biochemistry and Physiotherapy.  

Key Information  

 

Level:  

Advanced and AS Level  

Examining Board: WJEC  

Subject Contact:  

Miss R. Thomas 

 

Entry Requirements:  

B in Biology Triple Award or BB 

in Double award Science.  

 

Year 12—AS  

Unit 1  

Unit 2  

 

Year 13—A Level  

Unit 3  

Unit 4  

Unit 5  

 

Assessment Method:  

90% examination  

10% coursework  



Business Studies 
Business Studies will give students a solid grounding in many of the skills required for business life in today’s rapidly changing 
world. It is a real life subject, which is happening around us all of the time and students are encouraged to keep up to date with 
current business issues through TV, newspapers and the internet. The course assumes no prior knowledge of business and you do 
NOT have to have studied GCSE Business Studies. 
Business Studies is potentially for everybody because virtually everyone will experience working in a business organisation of one 
kind or another. Business Studies is a subject that can happily work with any combination of subjects both of a science and arts 
nature. The majority of pupils go on to university where Business Studies represents by far the largest single subject in the 
university sector. For potential employers, the broad study base of the subject and the balance of numerical and written skills is 
an ideal foundation for the recruitment of students for managerial positions. 

Year 12-AS  
Unit 1-Business Opportunities 
This unit covers the characteristics students need to develop to be successful in business and how new or existing businesses 
generate their product or service ideas and test them through market research. Students will also consider the competition in the 
market; the economic climate; how the business might be financed and how much revenue the idea might generate. 
Unit 2-Managing the Business 
This unit covers key activities which students may be involved in if they were to set up and/or manage a business whether small,  
medium-sized or large. It looks at the core functions of Marketing, Finance, Human Resources and Operations. 

Year 13 -A2  
Unit 3-International Business 
This unit looks at aims and objectives of business, decision making tools and market analysis. 
Unit 4-Making Business Decisions 
In this unit, students will be able to assess the current competitiveness of a business. They will analyse corporate objectives and 
strategy and study external influences on the business.  It will also focus on international trade, globalisation and the EU. 
 
Assessment Method: 
AS 
Paper 1 – 15% 
Paper 2 – 25% 
Both at end of Year 12 
A2 
Paper 3 – 30% 
Paper 4 – 30%  
Both at end of Year 13 

Key Information 
 

Level: 

AS and A Level 

Examining Board: WJEC 

Subject Leader: 

Mrs K. Parfitt-Ley 

 

Entry Requirements: 

General Sixth Form entry 

requirements 

 

AS Level Modules:  

Unit 1 Business Opportunities   

Unit 2 Business Functions 

 

A2 Level Modules:

Unit 3 Business Strategy   

Unit 4 Business in a Changing 

World 

 
Assessment method: 

100% Examination 



BTEC Business 
This qualification can be up to the recognised equivalent of 2 A-levels when students complete 12 units. 
You will complete projects investigating topics such as marketing, financial analysis, website design and retail strategies.   
 
By the time you have completed the course you will have a good knowledge of the wide world of business and a practical skill 
set that will prepare you for the next stage in your business career. You will have developed the necessary skills, knowledge 
and understanding in a vocational context. It is a practical qualification which is designed to enable you to progress to either 
higher education or employment in the broad business sector. If you are looking for a career in Retail, Finance/Accounting, 
HR,  
Marketing, Law or running your own business then this is the course for you. It is an excellent route to university. 
Business affects nearly every part of our daily lives. All business organisations demand well qualified, versatile and adaptable  
employees with high level skills and knowledge, plus sound business acumen. The rewards  for such people are high and the  
employment prospects dynamic. 
 

The Diploma in Business comprises 12 units. Some of the units involved are: 

 Exploring Business Activity 
 Investigating Business Resources 

 Introduction to Marketing 
 Effective People, Communication & Information 
 Introduction to Accounting 

 Understanding Financial Accounting 
 Exploring Creative Product Promotion 
 An Introduction to Marketing Research 

 Career Development Planning in Business 
 Managing a Business Event 
 Introduction to the Internet and e-Business 

 Website Design Strategies 

 Website Production and Management 
 Starting a Small Business 
 

Work is assessed by assignments, projects or case studies, presentation work and group tasks. Coursework is assessed on a 
regular basis and students will be able to track and monitor their progress throughout the course. Marks can either be a Pass, 
Merit or Distinction for each assignment. All coursework tasks are completed in school although some research and 
preparation will be completed at home. 

Key Information 
 

Level:  

BTEC Level 3 Diploma 

(1/2 A Level equivalent) 

Examining Board:

Edexcel 

Subject Leader:

Mrs K. Parfitt - Ley 

 

Entry Requirements:  

General Sixth Form entry 

requirements 

 

Units:  

Up to 12 to complete such as 

marketing, financial analysis 

and website design. 

 

Assessment Method: 

100% coursework 

*Subject to change from 

exam board. 



Chemistry 
To study Chemistry is to gain an understanding of everything that surrounds us.  The world around us is simply made up of around 100 elements 
and learning how these elements react, combine and create new things can be an exciting and challenging process. 
A level Chemistry builds upon the knowledge gained at GCSE but goes much further revealing some significant simplifications  taught at GCSE. 
Ideally you should achieve a grade B or equivalent in GCSE Chemistry for sufficient preparation for A-level. It contains a slightly greater level of  
mathematical content and overlaps with some topics taught in Physics. By taking Chemistry you develop some very useful  skills that can be  
applied well outside of the subject discipline; these include problem solving, numeracy, practical skills as well as developing a broad scientific  
background. As a result it's a highly respected and useful qualification for higher education and employment in a wide range of areas. 
 
Year 12 - AS 
Unit 1.  The Language of Chemistry, Structure of Matter and Simple Reactions 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes (80 marks) 20% of qualification. 
Unit 2.  Energy, Rate and Chemistry of Carbon Compounds  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes (80 marks) 20% of qualification 
Both these papers consist of a range of short answer, structured and  
extended response questions. 
Year 13 – A2 
Unit 3.  Physical and Inorganic Chemistry  
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks) 25% of qualification. 
Unit 4.  Organic Chemistry and Analysis 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks) 25% of qualification. 
Unit 5. 
Practical (60 marks) 10% of qualification. 

 Experimental Task (30 marks) 

 Practical Methods and Analysis Task (30 marks) 
 
What else can I do? 
Other subjects that go well with a study of Chemistry are Biology, Physics and Maths. However, many other combinations are also suitable. 
You may be concentrating on arts, humanities or modern language subjects and wish to take Chemistry to AS to broaden your studies by  
continuing to take a science subject. Chemistry is a science subject and so practical work is a very important part of the course. The course 
provides many opportunities for interesting and relevant practical work and has a practical coursework element to the assessment. 
 
Where can I go with Chemistry? 
Studying Chemistry opens doors to many different degree courses and careers, such as: anatomy,  agricultural science, beauty therapy,  
biochemistry, biology, physics, engineering, environmental science, chemistry, dentistry, dietetics, good science, forensic science, forestry,  
materials science, medicine,  pathology, pharmacy, polymer science, veterinary science, zoology and many, many more. 
Chemistry is essential if you wish to enter the medical profession.  Also, potential employers value the analytical and conceptual skills that are 
developed during the study of chemistry.  Such skills, coupled with the ability to work in a meticulous and accurate manner, enable chemistry  
students to pursue careers within, or outside, the vast area of Science. 

Key Information 
 

Level: AS and Advanced  

Examining Board: WJEC  

Subject Leader:  
Mrs A. Lee 

Entry Requirements:  
B in Chemistry Triple Award or 

BB in Double award Science.  
B in Mathematics GCSE 

 

AS Level Modules:  

Unit 1  
The Language of Chemistry, 

Structure of Matter & Simple 
Reactions.  

Unit 2  
Energy, Rate and Chemistry of 

Carbon Compounds  

 

A2 Level Modules:  

Unit 3  
Physical and Inorganic 

Chemistry  
Unit 4  

Organic Chemistry and 
Analysis  

Unit 5  
Practical  

 

Assessment method:  

90% Exam  
10% Coursework  



Computer Science  
Computing is the study of how computers and computer systems work and how they are constructed and programmed. Its 
primary aspects of theory, systems and applications are drawn from the disciplines of Technology, Design, Engineering, 
Mathematics, Physical Sciences and Social Sciences. 

 
Computing is not just programming, either. A working knowledge of 
programming is necessary but not sufficient for a thorough grounding 
in computing. Programming nevertheless plays a special role. You will 
require a good mathematical background for logic and problem 
solving, analytical and evaluative skills, good communication skills for 
working with others, practical 

ICT skills and the ability and willingness to program a computer. You will 
develop the ability to analyse and evaluate and practical programming 
skills using Visual Basic, Java, Python and HTML. 

Future careers are often in computer programming and technical aspects 
based on the scientific approach to computers and their use and implementation. 

As computers play an increasing role in society it is vital that we can educate students to become creators of computer 
systems rather than just users. This course is designed to allow students the chance to learn how to write computer 
programs and how to understand the variety of different computer languages there are available today. A good student 
will seek to find answers to complex computer solutions; they should be able to question aspects of computer use such as 
the security and safety of using computers in all aspects of our everyday lives, and to understand and develop a 
knowledge that could see them as the next generation of designers of the main applications we will use in the future. 

 

Modern computing careers are crying out for both 
male and female, intelligent, well-trained students 
in an effort to fill a skills gap in the UK. There are 
enormous opportunities for careers in this country 
and abroad and this course is hopefully a first step 
for the innovators of the future to start seeing what 
the possibilities could be. 

Key Information 
 

Level:  
Advanced and AS Level 

Examining Board:  
WJEC  

Curriculum Leader: 
Mrs S. Giddy 

Entry Requirements: 
Grade B in GCSE Maths  

 

AS Level Modules:  
Unit 1 – Fundamentals of 
Computer Science – 2hrs (25% - 
written exam) 
Unit 2 – Practical Programming – 
2 hrs (15% on-screen exam) 

 

A2 Level Modules:   

Unit 3 – Programming & System 
Development – 2 hrs (20% -
written exam) 
Unit 4 – Computer Architecture, 
Data, Communication & 
Applications - 2hrs (20% written 
exam) 
Unit 5 – Programmed solution to 
a Problem – (20% coursework) 

 

Assessment method:  
80% Examination 
20% Coursework 



Drama and Theatre Studies 
Drama and Theatre Studies provides students with an in-depth understanding of Theatre Arts, and also provides opportunities to develop practical 
skills in performing, directing and devising through practical and theoretical exploration. Students will gain knowledge of influential Theatrical 
Practitioners, an ability to analyse texts from a performance perspective and, through theatre visits, the ability to evaluate good theatre practice. 

Students who study Drama and Theatre Studies should have a genuine interest in the theatre, enjoy performance work and have achieved at least a 
C at GCSE. Although students with a C grade or equivalent may find the theory work  

challenging. 

Unit 1:  Theatre Workshop - non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated (24% of qualification). 

Learners will be assessed on either acting or design.  Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of theatre, 
based on a reinterpretation of an extract from a text chosen from a list supplied by WJEC.  The piece must be developed using the techniques and 
working methods of either an influential theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre company. 

Learners must produce: a realisation of the performance or design, a creative log and an 
evaluation. 

Unit 2: Text in Theatre - written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes (16% of qualification). 

A series of questions based on one performance text from a list created by WJEC e.g. 

 An Enemy of the People – Ibsen 

 A View from the Bridge – Miller 

Unit 3: Text in Action – non-exam assessment: externally assessed by visiting  

examiner (36% of qualification) 

Learners will be assessed on either acting or design. Learners participate in the  

creation, development and performance of two pieces of theatre based on a  

stimulus supplied by WJEC. 

A devised piece using the techniques and working methods of either an influential theatre practitioner or a recognized theatre company (a 
different practitioner or company to that chosen for Unit 1.An extract from a text in a contrasting style chosen by the learner. Learners must 
realise their performance live for the visiting examiner.  Learners choosing design must also give a 5 – 10 minute presentation of their design to 
the examiner.  Learners produce a process and evaluation report within one week of completion of the practical work. 

Unit 4: Text in Performance – written examination: 2 hours (24% of qualification, sections A and B). 

Two questions, based on two different texts from a list created by WJEC e.g. 

 Sweeney Todd, Sondheim Sheers 

 The Radicalisation of Bradley Manning 

Students who choose to study Drama at A Level are expected to participate in any extracurricular events associated with the department. For 
example, the school production is a huge event, one in which the sixth form Drama students play a huge role during the planning stages and the 
performance. The role of the Drama students can be as part of the cast who entertain the audience on stage or as part of the technical/stage 
team who help make everything run smoothly. 

It’s a wonderful subject which is demanding but thoroughly rewarding. 

Key  Information 
 

Level:  

Advanced and AS Level 

Examining Board: WJEC

Subject Leader: 

Mr R. Phillips 

 

Entry Requirements: A*-C  or 

equivalent grade in Drama at 

GCSE 

 

AS Level Modules: Theatre 

Workshop, covering 24% of 

overall mark 

Text in Theatre, written paper

covering 16% of overall mark 

 

A Level Modules:

Text in Action, covering 36% 

of overall mark 

Text in Performance a written 

examination covering 24% of 

overall mark 



Economics 
Economics is a subject that helps students improve their understanding of the world in which we live and work. Decisions that Sixth 
Form students make about their educational future are essentially economic, and reflect anticipated costs and benefits. The subject 
matter is always topical and will be enjoyed by those who like reading about current 
affairs, arguing, debating and formulating their own opinions about the world in which 
we live: 

 Should we pay more taxes or cut public services? 

 Do we do enough to help less economically developed countries? 

 Is it right that we bail out the banks? 

 Are energy companies ripping us off? 

 Should alcohol be taxed more to reduce binge drinking? 

Module Breakdown: 

Year 12 – AS  
Unit 1 - Introduction to Economics (Micro Economics): This unit provides an introduction to the nature of economics and examines 
how the price mechanism allocates resources in markets. It analyses the nature of market failure, its causes and possible policy 
remedies. At the end of this unit, students should be able to apply supply and demand analysis to real-world situations; to 
understand why markets might not allocate resources efficiently; and the   methods of dealing with market failure, together with an 
evaluation of their effectiveness.  
Unit 2 - Economics in Action (Macro Economics): This unit introduces the key measures of economic performance and the main 
objectives and instruments of economic policy. Students will be able to understand which government policies may be seen as 
appropriate ways of managing an economy, predict the possible impact of such policies, argue for different approaches and identify 
criteria for success. 

Year 13—A2 
Unit 3 - Exploring Economic Behaviour (Business Economics): This unit develops the content of Unit 1 and examines how competition 
between firms is affected by the number and size of firms in a market. At the end of this unit, students should be able to analyse the 
pricing and output decisions of firms in different markets. They should also be capable of making an appraisal of government 
intervention aimed at promoting competitive markets. 
Unit 4 – Evaluating Economic Policies (Macro Economics): Students will need to understand and evaluate the different economic 
policies used by government. 

Assessment:  

AS     A2 
Paper 1 - (15%)    Paper 3—(30%) 
Paper 2 - (25%)   Paper 4—(30%) 
Both at end of Year 12  Both at end of Year 13 

Key  Information 
 

Level: Advanced  

and AS Level 

 

Examining Board: WJEC 

 

Subject Leader:

Mrs K. Parfitt-Ley 

 

Entry Requirements: General 
Sixth Form entry requirements  

& C or equivalent grade in Maths 

 

AS Level Modules: 

Unit 1 - Introduction to 
Economics  

(Micro Economics) 

Unit 2 - Economics  

in Action  

(Macro Economics) 

 
A2 Level Modules:

Unit 3 - Exploring 

Economic Behaviour (Business 
Economics) 

Unit 4 – Evaluating  

Economic Policies  (Macro 
Economics) 

 

Assessment method:

100% Examination 



English Literature 
The aim of the course is to encourage an enjoyment and appreciation of English Literature based on an informed personal response.  Students will 

study a variety of prose, poetry and drama, ranging from pre-1900 texts to contemporary literature. They will also be involved in researching the 

social and historical context of some texts, whilst exploring critical opinion. Students should be prepared to work independently, reading a wide range 

of literature, as well as in-depth study of texts. They will be expected to participate in discussions and presentations on a regular basis in conjunction 

with the writing of traditional essays. 

A desirable requirement is that students have achieved a Grade B or equivalent in English and English Literature and an essential requirement is 

enthusiasm for the subject. English Literature may be studied alongside many AS and A Level 

courses such as French, History, Sociology and Geography.  

Studying English Literature enables students to follow numerous courses in higher education or 

pursue a variety of careers. Degree courses in English Language, Literature, Journalism, 

Librarianship or Media Studies are obvious options, but other possible avenues are teaching, 

law and the Civil Service. Students will develop important key skills throughout the course, to 

include: communication, information technology, working with others, problem solving and 

improving their own learning and performance. Students will be given the opportunity to see 

productions of set texts and to participate in appropriate workshops and lecture days. 

Year 12 - AS 

Unit 1 Prose and Drama (closed book) Students will study one prose and one drama text in preparation for a two hour exam, contributing to 20% of 

the overall A Level qualification. 

Unit 2 Poetry (Post 1900) (open-book, clean copy) Requires the study of two prescribed texts nominated by the exam board and again amounts to 

20% of the final qualification.

Year 13 - A2 

Unit 3 Poetry (Pre-1900) and Unseen Poetry (open-book, clean copy) Students are required to study one poetry text from a prescribed list issued by 

the exam board.  The paper is split into two sections. Section A requires students to answer two questions, one of which is based on a particular poem, 

while the other is a display of the student’s knowledge of broader issues that are dealt with in the collection. The Second section requires a 

comparison of two unseen pieces.  A further 20% has been allocated to this section of the paper.  

Unit 4 Shakespeare (closed-book) Students are expected to produce a written response to two questions, one extract based, the other examining 

their wider knowledge. Students can secure a maximum of 20% contributing to the overall A Level qualification. 

Unit 5 Prose Study - (non-examination assessment) Students produce a 2500 – 3500 essay worth 20% of the final A Level, based on the reading of 

two prose tests by different authors, one published pre-2000 the other, post 2000.  A variety of different forms of writing can be studied including: 

a novel, collection of short stories, autobiography, travel writing, essays, etc. 

Key  Information 

Level:  

Advanced and AS Level

Examining Board:  

WJEC

Subject Leader: 

Mr M. McGrath 

Entry Requirements:

A*- B or equivalent at GCSE 

Literature & Language or 

equivalent. 

AS Level Modules: 

Unit 1 (Prose and Drama) - 

Written Exam 

Unit 2 (Poetry post 1900) - 

Written Exam 

A2 Level Modules:  

Unit 3 Poetry Pre-1900 - 

Written Exam 

Unit 4 Shakespeare - Written 

Exam 

Unit 5 Non Exam  Assessment 

Unit 1: 2 hrs (closed book) 

Unit 2,: 2 hrs (open book) 

Unit 3: 2 hrs (open book) 

Unit 4: 2 hrs (closed book) 



English Literature and Language  
The aim of the course is to encourage an enjoyment and appreciation of English Literature alongside establishing a creative flare to students own 

writing skills.  Students will study a variety of prose, poetry and drama which they can use to develop their own creative writing.  

Year 12 - AS 

Unit 1 Comparative Analysis and Creative Writing (closed book) 2 hour written exam. 

Section A: Comparative analysis of poetry and unseen text. One question requiring a comparative 

analysis of one poem from the WJEC English Language and Literature Pre-1914 Poetry Anthology and an 

unseen text from a choice of two. 

Section B: Creative writing and commentary One question presented in three parts comprising two 

writing tasks, one of which will require a text written to be spoken, and a commentary .  

Unit 2 Drama and Literary Text Study (open-book, clean copy) 2 hour written exam. 

 Requires the study of two prescribed texts nominated by the exam board.  

Section A: Post-1900 drama  

Tennessee Williams: A Streetcar Named Desire (Penguin Modern Classics) Peter Shaffer: Amadeus (Penguin Modern Classics) Marc Norman and Tom 

Stoppard: Shakespeare in Love (Faber) Edward Albee: Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (Vintage Classics) Diane Samuels: Kindertransport (Nick Hern 

Books)  

Section B: Non-literary text study  

Truman Capote: In Cold Blood (Penguin Modern Classics) David Eggers: A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius (Picador) Robert Minhinnick: 

Watching The Fire-Eater (Seren) George Orwell: Down and Out in Paris and London (Penguin Modern Classics) Andrea Ashworth: Once in a House on 

Fire (Picador 

Year 13 - A2 

Unit 3 Shakespeare (closed text) 2 hour written exam 

Students are required to study one Shakespeare text from a prescribed list issued by the exam board (Antony and Cleopatra King Lear Much Ado About 

Nothing Othello The Tempest)  The paper is split into two sections. Section A requires students to answer two questions, one of which is based on an 

extract taken from the play, while the other is a display of the student’s knowledge of broader issues and themes that are dealt across the plan.  

Unit 4 Unseen Text and Prose study (Open book, clean copy) 2 hour written exam 

Section A: Unseen texts One question requiring comparative analysis of three unseen texts, one of which will be spoken language  

Section B: Prose study One question based on the reading of one prose text from a prescribed list.  

Unit 5 Critical and  creative genre study  (Non-examination assessment 2500-3500 words)  

Key  Information 
 

Level:  

Advanced and AS Level

Examining Board:  

WJEC

Subject Leader: 

Mr M. McGrath 

 

Entry Requirements:

A*- B or equivalent at GCSE 

Literature & Language or 

equivalent. 

 

AS Level Modules: 

Unit 1 (Comparative 

Analysis and Creative 

Writing) - Written Exam 

Unit 2 (Drama and Literary 

text study) - Written Exam 

A2 Level Modules:  

Unit 3 Shakespeare - 

Written Exam 

Unit 4– Unseen Text and 

Prose study. 

Unit 5 Non Exam  

Assessment 



BTEC Engineering 

 

Who is it for? 

The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Engineering is designed for learners who are interested in a career in the 

engineering sector and want to progress to further study in the sector. Learners will take a practical, applied engineering 

course as part of their Level 3 study programme, which gives them an introduction to the sector. They will be able to 

combine this with other qualifications, such as a GCE A Level in Mathematics or Physics, which would allow them to progress 

to higher education to study engineering or other STEM-related programmes. 

What does it cover? 

Engineering covers a broad variety of roles and it involves the application of scientific principles and practical knowledge to 

transform ideas and materials into products and systems safely and support them during their lifetime. This qualification has 

a focus on a broad range of engineering specialist areas. Learners taking this qualification will study mandatory content 

covering: • engineering principles and mathematics • health and safety, team work and interpreting and creating computer-

aided engineering • drawings • design and manufacture of products. 

Course outline: 

Learners will undertake a minimum of three compulsory and one optional unit to achieve the equivalent of one A level. 

The three compulsory units are: 

Engineering Principles – Externally assessed comprising 1/3 of the final grade 

Learners apply mathematical and physical science principles to solve electrical-, electronic- and mechanical-based 

engineering problems. 

Delivery of Engineering Processes Safely as a Team – Internally assessed comprising of 1/6 of the final grade 

Learners explore how processes are undertaken by teams to create engineered products or to deliver engineering services 

safely. 

Engineering Product Design and Manufacture – Externally assessed comprising of 1/3 of the final grade 

Learners will explore engineering product design and manufacturing processes and will complete activities that consider 

function, sustainability, materials, form and other factors. 

 

The optional unit is selected from a range of topics and is internally assessed. It comprises the final 1/3 of the qualification 

 

Due to the nature of the course, it is recommended that learners combine this with either Mathematics or Physics. 

    

Key Information 

Level: 

BTEC Level 3 

 

Entry Criteria: 

Grade B in Science/Physics 

(Triple Science) and 

Mathematics 

Grade C in English 

 

Examining Board: 

Pearson 

 

Subject Leader: 

Mrs I. Davies 

 

Units: 

Engineering Principles 

Delivery of Engineering 

Processes Safely as a Team 

Engineering Product Design 

and Manufacture 

Optional units 

 

Assessment Method: 

External and internal 



French and Spanish 
The MFL department offers French, Spanish and Welsh at AS and A Level.  Welsh is covered later on in this Prospectus. The 
courses require students to build upon the listening, speaking, reading and writing skills acquired at GCSE and, in addition, to 
develop a deeper awareness of the culture and traditions of France/Spain. Students are encouraged to use the language as 
much as possible during lessons. Newspaper and magazine articles, as well as DVDs and computers are used to make lessons 
more lively and interesting. 
 
Potential students should already have reached a good standard in French/Spanish and preferably achieved a Grade A or B or 
equivalent at GCSE. The AS may be taken as a free-standing, self-contained course, or as the first year of the full Advanced Level.  
It is therefore suitable both for the keen linguists who intend to progress to A Level and 
for those who are simply looking to put some breadth into their choice of AS subjects.  
The WJEC syllabus is followed. 
 

 
Unit 2:  Listening, Reading and Translation and critical response in writing to a film 28% 
 

 
Module 4:  Listening, Reading and Translation 30% 
Module 5:  Critical and analytical response in writing to a literary work 12% 
 

Modern Languages may be studied alongside many AS and A Level courses and may be 
equally well combined with Arts or Science subjects.  
 
Many businesses in Britain today trade on a European and indeed a world level and 
language skills are playing an increasingly important part in their success. 
 
Anyone who has a qualification in a Modern Foreign Language becomes particularly 
attractive to a whole range of prospective employers. Key Skills are integral to the 
study of AS/A2 French/Spanish. Students are encouraged to develop their IT skills by 
using the internet to search for up to date articles on contemporary issues and by 
word-processing any written assignments. 
 

In addition, students work on their general communication skills, by regularly working 
in groups to debate some of the topics and also by preparing oral presentations. 
 

Key Information 

 

Level: AS and A2 Level

 

Examining board: WJEC

 

Curriculum leader:  

Mr A. Bringhurst (French) 

 

Subject Teacher: 
Mr O. Walsh (Spanish) 
Ms R. Beech (French) 

 

Entry Requirements:
 A*- C or equivalent in 
French or Spanish 

 

AS Subject Content: 
- Being a young person in 
French/Spanish speaking 
society. 

- Understanding the French/
Spanish speaking world, 

 

A Level Subject Content: 
- Diversity and difference.  
- France 1940-1950 
- Occupation and post-war 
years OR the Two Spain's 
1936 onwards. 

Assessment Returned. 



Level 3 Food Science and Nutrition 
This is an exciting new course which will allow learners to gain a wealth of knowledge about Food Science and Nutrition. You will have the opportunity 
to learn about the relationship between the human body and food, as well as developing practical skills linked to experimental work and the cooking 
and preparation of food. 

There is a strong emphasis on practical work, making this an ideal choice for learners who prefer to learn by doing. 

The purpose of WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition (QCF) is to offer experiences that focus learning for 16 -19 year olds through 
applied learning, i.e. through the acquisition of knowledge and understanding in purposeful, work-related contexts, linked to the food industry. 

Food scientists have a natural love of food and they are inspired by simply working with it. They are interested in experimenting with ingredients to 
develop different aromas, textures and flavours of dishes. They have lots of ideas and can produce these quickly, are able to think outside the box 
and always looking to solve problems and improve things. 

Skills you will develop are organisation, the ability to communicate an idea to a given audience, creativity, 
innovation, specific use of     technical terminology, analytical skills, presentation skills, visual communication 
skills, practical/manufacturing skills, understanding of  ingredients and their properties, health and safety skills, 
commercial design and manufacturing techniques, and the use of new and emerging technology that is used in 
the production of food products. 

Course Progression 

Together with other relevant qualifications at  A level  learners will gain the required knowledge to be able to use 
the qualification to support 

 entry to higher education courses such as: 

• BSc Food and Nutrition 

• BSc Human Nutrition 

• BSc (Hons) Public Health Nutrition 

• BSc (Hons) Food Science and Technology 

As this course is very board it covers many different careers paths which include – Nutrition, Dietetics, Food Science, Sport Science, Product 
Development, Marketing, Food & Consumer Studies, Environmental Health, Hospitality and Catering, Leisure and Tourism, Social Work, Health & 
Social Care disciplines, Nursing, Teaching and many more. 

Modules: 

Key  Information 
 

Level: AS and A2 Level 

Examining Board: WJEC 

Subject Leader: 

Mrs I. Davies 

Entry Requirements: 

GCSE Food and Nutrition. 

 

AS Level  units:  DT1: 

Unit 1:  Exam Paper 

Meeting Nutritional Needs of 
Specific Groups 

Coursework is also based on 
this unit. 

 

A2 Level  units: 

Unit 2 : Ensuring Food is Safe 
to Eat . 

Unit 3;: Experimenting to Solve 
Food Production Problems 

 

Assessment method: 

60% Coursework 

40% Examination 

The written exam is taken at 
the of Year 12.   Coursework is 
carried out in Years 12 and 13. 



Geography 

Geography is highly valued by universities as an A Level choice. The Russell Group report published in 2011 names Geography as 
one of the eight facilitating subjects. This is a subject most likely to be required or preferred for entry to degree courses and 
choosing facilitating subjects will keep more options open to you at university. For careers in the world of business, an 
understanding of global economics forms an important part of Geography. If you are thinking of a career in law, human rights, 
international relations or welfare then Geography gives you the opportunity to consider relevant issues such as :How do we 
measure development? What are the consequences of migration on societies? 
Year 12—AS  
Unit 1: Changing Landscapes – written examination: 2 hours (24% of qualification) 96 marks 
Section A: Changing Landscapes 
Choice between two themes, either Coastal or Glaciated Landscapes. 
Section B: Tectonic Hazards 
Unit 2: Changing Places – written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes (15% of 
qualification) 64 marks 
Section A: Changing Places 
Section B: Fieldwork Investigation in Physical and Human Geography 
Year 13—A level  (the above plus a further 3 units) 
Unit 3: Global Systems and Global Governance – written examination: 2 
hours 15 minutes (24% of qualification) 96 marks 
Section A: Global Systems 
Water and Carbon Cycles. 
Section B: Global Governance: Change and Challenges 
Processes and patterns of global migration and global governance of the 
Earth’s oceans 
Section C: 21st Century Challenges 
One compulsory extended response question drawing on both Units 1, 2 and 3 with resource 
material. 
Unit 4: Contemporary Themes in Geography – written examination: 2 hours (20% of qualification) (80 marks) 
Section A: Tectonic Hazards 
Section B: Contemporary Themes in Geography 
Four optional themes: 
Ecosystems; Economic Growth and Challenge: India or China or Development in an African Context; Energy challenges and Dilemmas 

  and Weather and Climate 
Two essay questions chosen from these four optional themes. 
Unit 5: Independent Investigation  
Non-exam assessment: 3000 – 4000 words (20% of qualification)  
One written independent investigation, based on the collection of both primary data and secondary information 

Key Information 
 
Level: Advanced    and AS 
Level 

 

Examining Board: WJEC

 

Curriculum Leader: 
Mr D. Harris 

 

Entry Requirements:
A* - C or equivalent GCSE 
English and Geography. 

 

AS Level Units:
- Changing Landscapes 
- Changing Places 

 

A2 Level Units: 
- Global Systems and Global 
Governance  
- Contemporary   Themes in 
Geography  Independent 
Investigation  

 

Assessment  method:
AS: 2 written exam papers 
A2: 2 written exam papers,  
1 assessment 

http://russellgroup.ac.uk/uploads/InformedChoicesupdated_2.pdf


Graphic Design 
Graphic Design is all about combining words and images to communicate a message. This course will 
appeal to students with an interest in CD, poster, book cover, advertisement, magazine and packaging 
design. The course is structured, fast paced and exciting - allowing you to explore many aspects of 
Graphic Design and build practical skills. You will discover areas such as typography, advertising, 
packaging, illustration, digital photography and image manipulation using Adobe Photoshop. Having 
progressed to the A level, many of our students go on to study Graphic Design, Advertising, Illustration 
or Animation degrees. You will be guided through these choices and assisted in compiling a portfolio 
for interview. You will be expected to have a conscientious attitude to make sure that work is 
completed to deadlines set. Graphic Design and Art make ideal partners especially if you intend to 
pursue a career in Art & Design. Graphic Design can sit alongside any other subject. 
Course Structure 
Year 12—AS: 
Personal Creative Enquiry (100% of AS Level) 
The first half term will explore a broad range of practical skills whilst embedding the fundamentals of 
design (the workshop phase). You will then apply skills you have learned by completing your own design brief.  You will be expected to 
complete research, develop ideas and explore media to produce finished pieces.  All work is carried out in a sketchbook and an A2 
portfolio.  You will cover diverse media such as print, typography, photography, Photoshop, animation and illustration. 
Year 13—A Level:  
Personal Investigation (60%) 
You will be expected to complete a major in-depth critical, practical and theoretical investigative project of you own choice. 
Externally Set Assignment (40%)  
The Externally Set Assignment is a mini project that begins in February and ends in May.  You will be expected to complete a final 

piece as a conclusion to your mini project. This will be completed under WJEC exam conditions over a 
15 hour period. 
Some misconceptions… 
“I can’t use Photoshop.” 
You do not need to know how to use Photoshop or know about graphic design; these are the skills you 
will be taught. You just need creativity and enthusiasm! 
“There is lots of written work.” 
The written work is just annotating and describing your own ideas.  There is no set amount of written 
work at AS level. It is no different to what you do at GCSE. 
What will I do on the course? 
At the beginning of the course (from September to October) you will follow a series of workshops that 
cover lots of techniques and processes that you may not have done  before for example photography, 
typography and image manipulation. Workshops are  designed to give you a new set of practical skills so 
that you can work independently. 

Key Information 

 

Level: Advanced and AS Level 

 

Examining Board: WJEC

 

Subject Leader: 

Mrs R. Jeffery  

 

Entry Requirements: C+ or 

equivalent at GCSE Art or

Graphics C+ or equivalent in 

GCSE English 

 

Assessment   Method:  

The AS consists of one unit: 

- Personal Creative Enquiry 

(100% of A level) 

The A level consists of two 

units: 

- Personal Investigation (60% of 

A level 

- Externally Set Assignment 

(40% of A level) 



BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma Health and Social Care 
BTEC courses in Health & Social Care are designed to prepare students for a career in Health or Social Care related professions. The 
course will provide you with the theory, skills and the understanding needed to work effectively and efficiently within a health and 
social care environment. We offer two different qualifications at KS5. 
 
BTEC Level 3 National Subsidiary Diploma in Health & Social Care 
This is a Level 3 Course, which is equivalent to 1 A Level. You will be taught 4 hours per week, over 2 years. You will complete 7 units 
for this qualification. 
BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Health & Social Care 
This is a Level 3 Course, which is equivalent to 2 A Levels. You will be taught 8 hours per week, over 2 years. This course involves 
completing a Work Experience module where you undertake 100 hours in 3 different placements. You will complete 12 units for this  
qualification. 
Studying a BTEC in Health and Social care allows you to be involved in the practical aspects of the healthcare system. It will help you 
identify different aspects of this area which may interest you, and allow you to develop communication and organisation skills which 
will benefit you, whichever step you choose next. With the NHS being recognised as the biggest employer in Europe, a BTEC in Health 
and Social Care is a practical, versatile and effective route into 
University and on to your future careers. 

A selection of the units involved in Health and Social care are: 
 Developing Effective Communication Skills 
 Development through the life stages 
 Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care 
 Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and Social Care 
 Psychological Perspectives for Health and Social Care 
 Caring for Children and Young People 
 Promoting Health Education 

 
 
 
 
 
This qualification is based completely on coursework, and is assessed through assignments,  
projects or case studies, presentations and group tasks. Students are able to track and 
monitor their own work, and will be able to achieve to a Pass, Merit or Distinction in each 
unit. 
 

 

Key Information 

 

Level:  

BTEC Level 3 National 

Subsidiary Diploma and 

National Diploma in Health 

and Social Care 

 

Examining Board: 

Edexcel 

 

Entry Requirements: 

General Sixth Form entry 

requirements. 

 

Subject Leader: 

Mrs K. Parfitt-Ley 

 

Course content: 

2 year programme covering 

7 or 12 units plus work 

placement 

 

Assessment method:

100% coursework 

*Subject to change from 

exam board. 



History 
Skills required: 
Students who succeed in and enjoy the subject will relish debating ideas, expressing their views and 
identifying the flaws in others. They will benefit from good knowledge of current affairs and are often 
willing to challenge the conventional viewpoints. The course is taught in such a way as to develop a 
wide range of transferable life skills. These include the ability to deal with a wealth of information, to 
abstract and synthesise ideas and arguments, to present such points clearly and precisely and the 
ability to weigh up both sides of an argument before reaching a balanced conclusion. Learning 
activities encourage students to research and present information both verbally and in written work. 
Course Content: 
History is a subject that engages students in a wide range of activities and thought processes. This is a 
diverse course that focuses on modern history and covers a whole range of social, political, economic 
and cultural issues. As such, it enables students to build an understanding of the world in which they 
live, but also to develop a healthy questioning approach to issues and events.  
 
Year 1 - AS Level  

Unit 1: England 1485-1558: the early Tudors 

This topic combines an in-depth study of the early Tudor monarchs with a source based enquiry 
investigating mid-Tudor crises such as Henry VIII's 'Great Matter' - his erstwhile first wife, Katherine of 
Aragon. The period study will be assessed through essay style questions, which allow learners to 
develop their understanding of key terms, concepts and skills. The enquiry task requires critical 
evaluation of source material and how it is used to support an historical argument? 
Unit 2 &4: The Crisis of the American Republic c.1840-1877 
The American Civil War unit requires in depth analysis of the causes of the Civil War, and the war itself 
and reconstruction post 1865. Learners will investigate the significance of ‘American Slavery’, the role 
of Abraham Lincoln and the impact of the Civil War.  The assessment of the topic combines evidence 
based questions with a focus on historical sources and different interpretations.  

Year 2— A2 level 
Unit 3: Germany – Democracy and Dictatorship 
Here learners are required to study in depth a range of historical topics relating to the period of the Weimar government in  
Germany c. 1918 – 1933. Understanding the connections and complexities which led to the transformation of Germany by 
1933; analysing and evaluating a range of different types of primary and/or contemporary sources and extracts from historians . 
Unit 4: Historical Interpretation 
This is the coursework element of the course. Learners will develop a substantiated historical argument on a question of their choice 
from a range of options offered by the department, including Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, the Vietnam War, US Civil Rights and   
Apartheid South Africa. 

 

Key  Information 

Level: Advanced and AS  Level 

Examining Board:  WJEC 

Curriculum Leader:
Mr D. Harris 

 

Entry Requirements:
B at GCSE or equivalent (some C 

grades considered) 

 

AS Level Modules:  
Unit 1: England 1485-1558: The 

Early Tudors 
Unit 2: The Crisis of the 

American Republic c.1840-1877 

 

A2 Level Modules:  
Unit 3: Germany -Democracy 

and Dictatorship 
Unit 4: Historical Interpretation 

 

Assessment method:  
Unit 1: 1hr 30m  

exam, 20% of A Level 
Unit 2: 1hr  45 m 

exam, 20% of A Level 
Unit 3: 1hr 45m  

exam, 20% of A Level 
Unit 4 1hr 45m exam, 20% of A 

Level 
Unit 5: 3,000-4,000 word essay, 

20% of A Level 



ICT 
This course is open to all students who have achieved at least a C  or equivalent Grade at Higher Tier Information Technology GCSE and 
those who are capable of A level standard.  The course follows the WJEC specification and encourages candidates to become users 
of ICT, developing a broad range of ICT skills and knowledge and understanding of ICT. It specifically allows the student to develop the  
capacity for thinking creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically, the skills to work with others, the ability to apply skills, 
knowledge and understanding of ICT in a range of contexts to solve problems, an understanding of the consequences of using ICT on 
individuals, organisations and society and of social, legal, ethical and other considerations on the use of ICT, an awareness of emerging  

technologies and an appreciation of the potential impact these may have on individuals, organisations and society. 

Coursework 

Students undertake two coursework tasks ranging from DTP website creation to constructing a database. There will be opportunities 
for students to incorporate a wide range of additional software where appropriate to the task. 

 

Unit IT1 Information Systems:    

Students undertake a written paper of two sections, A and B, presented in a question and answer booklet. This unit makes up 60% of 
the AS marks with some of the marks awarded for the preparation of material which is taken into the exam and sent off with the exam  

paper. Candidates will be required to prepare a spread sheet on a specific topic. 

Unit IT2 Presenting Information Coursework unit: This unit is worth 40% of the AS mark. Candidates undertake DTP and 
multimedia tasks, presenting the outcome for internal Assessment. The majority of the software used will be based upon access to the 
Microsoft Office suite although this is not an exclusive requirement. 

 

 

Unit IT4 Relational Databases: In this unit students analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate a solution to a problem of their 
choice requiring the use of a relational database. This is a substantial piece of work, undertaken over an extended period of time. 

 

Management, Administration, Media, Publishing, Finance, Scientific/Technical. There are many employment opportunities available to 

 people with advanced ICT capabilities. The skills acquired through studying ICT are widely recognised as essential in almost any career. 

 

Improve your problem solving skills using information technology applications; give you the ability to analyse, appraise and make 
critical judgements about the use of information technology systems; improve your interpersonal skills necessary for communicating 
with  

others; give you an understanding of the nature of information, its structure, application and implication of us; give you an awareness 
of the role of information technology in the management, manipulation and dissemination of information; teach you a broad and 
balanced view of the range of applications and information systems, and an understanding of their capabilities and limitations, and 
implications for practical use. 

Key Information 
 

Level:  

Advanced and AS Level 

 

Examining Board: WJEC 

 

Subject Leader: 

Mrs S. Giddy 

 

Entry Requirements: GCSE ICT 

at a grade C desirable or Maths 

at Grade C or equivalent 

 

AS Level Modules: 

Exam: Information 

Systems 

Coursework:  

Presenting  

Information 

 

A2 Level Modules: 

Exam: Use and  

impact of ICT 

Coursework: Relational  

Databases 

 

Assessment method: 

60% Examination 

40% Coursework 



BTEC Information Technology 
 

Who is it for? 

The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Engineering is designed for learners who are interested in an 

introduction to the study of creating IT systems to manage and share information. They will be able to combine 

this with other qualifications, such as a GCE A Level in Mathematics or Physics, which would allow them to 

progress to higher education to study engineering or other STEM-related programmes. 

What does it cover? 

The objective of this qualification is to give learners the opportunity to develop their knowledge and skills in data 

management and social media in business. This will enable learners to progress to further study in the IT sector, or 

other sectors. Learners taking this qualification will study mandatory content covering: • information technology 

systems • creating systems to manage information • using social media in business. 

Course outline: 

Learners will undertake a minimum of three compulsory and one optional unit to achieve the equivalent of one  

A level. 

The three compulsory units are: 

Information Technology Systems – Externally assessed comprising 1/3 of the final grade 

Learners study the role of computer systems and the implications of their use in personal and professional 

situations.  

Creating Systems to Manage Information – Externally assessed comprising 1/4 of the final grade 

Learners study the design, creation, testing and evaluation of a relational database system to manage information. 

Using Social Media in Business – Internally assessed comprising 1/4 of the final grade 

Learners explore how businesses use social media to promote their products and services. Learners also 

implement social media activities in a business to meet requirements.  

 

The optional unit is selected from a range of topics and is internally assessed. It comprises the final 1/6 of the 

qualification 

Key Information 

 

Level: 

BTEC Level 3 

 

Entry Criteria: 

5 A* - C GCSEs or equivalent to  

include ICT at Grade B or 

equivalent. 

 

Examining Board: 

Pearson 

 

Subject Leader: 

Mrs S. Giddy 

 

Units: 

Information Technology  

Systems 

Creating Systems to Manage 

Information 

Using Social Media in Business 

Optional Units: Data Modelling 

and Website Development 

 

Assessment Method: 

External and internal 



Media Studies 
It has been argued that media in the 21st Century dominates our lives and that the media we 
consume is the basis for our understanding of the world in which we live. Students will study 
all forms of Media - television, radio, newspapers, magazines, film, the internet, videos, DVDs, 
CDs and computer games. Students will learn how texts are constructed, representation,  
audience response and how to deconstruct print and audio visual texts. It is not necessary for 
students to have followed a course in GCSE Media Studies. 
Students who complete the AS specification will have acquired the necessary practical and 

intellectual skills to progress to advanced level study in Media or apply their learning to a  

variety of related subjects. 

 
Year 12—AS 
AS Unit 1: Investigating the Media Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 24% of qualification.  

The exam consists of three sections.  

Section A: Selling Images – Advertising and Music Video. This section assesses knowledge and 

understanding of media language, representation and audiences in relation to advertising or music 

video. There is one question based on unseen print or audio-visual resource material.  

Section B: News in the Online Age — This section assesses knowledge and understanding of media 

language, representation, media industries and audiences. There is one two-part question requiring 

reference to the set news products studied.  

Section C: Film Industries – from Wales to Hollywood. This section assesses knowledge and understanding of media language, media industries and 

audiences. There is one two-part question requiring reference to the set films studied.  

AS Unit 2: Creating a Media Production Non-exam assessment 16% of qualification 80 marks · A media production, including individual research and 

planning, created in response to a choice of briefs set by WJEC, and applying knowledge and understanding of key concepts · An individual reflective 

analysis of the production.  

  

Year 13 

A2 Unit 3: Media in the Global Age Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 36% of qualification .This unit assesses knowledge and 

understanding of media language, representation, media industries and audiences. The exam consists of three sections. One section will also assess 

knowledge and understanding of media contexts and one section will also assess knowledge and understanding of critical perspectives.  

Section A: Television in the Global Age There is one question from a choice of two based on the set television programmes studied.  

Section B: Magazines – Changing Representations  - There is one question from a choice of two based on the set magazines studied.  

Section C: Media in the Digital Age – Video Games There is one question from a choice of two based on the set video games studied.  

 A2 Unit 4: Creating a Cross-Media Production Non-exam assessment 24% of qualification  

 A cross-media production, including individual investigative research and development, created in response to a choice of briefs set by WJEC and 

applying knowledge and understanding of key concepts and digital convergence · An individual critical analysis of the production  

Key Information 
 
Level: Advanced and AS 
Level  

 

Examining Board: 
WJEC 

 

Subject Leader:  
Mr R. Phillips  

 

Entry Requirements: 
General Sixth Form entry 
requirements 

 

AS Level Modules:  

- Investigating the Media. 
- Creating a Media Production 

Assessment: 
24% Written Exam 
16% Coursework 

 
A Level Modules: 

- Media in the Global Age 
- Creating a cross Media 
production 

 

Assessment: 
36% Written Exam 
24% Coursework 



Mathematics 
The Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced Level (A2) courses in Mathematics have been designed to provide a complete course in 
Mathematics for those who wish to proceed further in the subject; to provide a firm mathematical foundation for those who wish to 
pursue further study of mathematics or a closely related subject, and to complement other studies and provide support for those taking 
AS/A2 courses in other subjects. Students following Advanced Level Mathematics courses are expected to have gained a grade A in the 
subject at GCSE level. Students who have gained a B or equivalent Grade at GCSE will be considered on an individual basis. All students 
study pure mathematics, and a combination of statistics and mechanics. The new course is divided into a total of four units, 2 AS units 
and 2 A2 units. They are differently weighted. 

AS Unit 1 : Pure Mathematics 
Written examination 2hrs 30mins 
25% of qualification 
Contents 
Proof, Algebra and Functions, Coordinate geometry, sequences and series. 
Trigonometry, Exponentials and logarithms. Differentiation, Integration and vectors. 

AS Unit 2 : Applied Mathematics 
Written examination 1hr 45 mins 
15% of qualification 
Section A: Statistics 40% - Statistical sampling, Data representation and interpretation. 
Probability, Statistical distributions, hypothesis testing. 
Section B : Mechanics 35% - Quantities and units, Kinematics, forces and Newton’s 
law. Vectors. 

A2 Unit 3 : Pure Mathematics 
Written Examination 2hrs 30mins 
35% of qualification 
Contents 
Proof, Algebra and functions, Coordinate geometry, sequences and series, 
Trigonometry. Differentiation, Integration 

A2 Unit 4 : Applied Mathematics 
Written examination  1hr 45 mins 
25% of qualification 
Section A: Statistics 40% - Probability, statistical distributions, hypothesis testing. 

Section B: Differential equations, Numerical methods and Mechanics—Trigonometry, Differentiation, Integration, Numerical methods, 
Kinematics. Forces and Newton’s Laws, moments and vectors. 

More able students are encouraged to study Further Mathematics. This leads to the awarding of 2 A Levels. The course develops some 
of the concepts met in A Level Maths. 

Key Information 
 

 

Level: Advanced and AS Level 

 

Examining board: WJEC 

 

Subject Leader: 
Mrs S. Bedford 

 

Entry Requirements:
A or A* or equivalent at GCSE B 
grade or equivalent considered 

 

Modules: 

All students study pure Maths 
and a   

combination of statistics and  

Mechanics. 

 

Assessment method: 

100% examination 



Further Mathematics 
 
For progression to many courses at university it is important to have strong mathematics skills. For most science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) degree courses, A level Mathematics is a requirement and AS or A level Further Mathematics is 
often a preferred subject. Anyone applying to study a degree in a STEM subject should consider taking Further Mathematics to at least 
AS level as the additional content helps ensure a successful progression to university. Having A level Further Mathematics on your 
university application is a good way to make it stand out. 
 
A level Further Mathematics broadens your mathematical skills and promotes deeper mathematical thinking. You will be introduced to 
interesting new areas of pure mathematics such as complex numbers and apply mathematics in a wider range of contexts. Studying it is 
likely to improve your grade in A level Mathematics. The extra time, additional practice, further consolidation and development of 
techniques contribute to improved results in A level Mathematics. 
 
The Course Involves: 
 
Year One: 
AS Unit 1 - Further Pure 1 including Proof, Complex Numbers, Matrices, Further Algebra and Functions and Further Vectors 
AS Unit 2 - Further Statistics including Random Variables and Poisson Processes and Goodness of Fit 
AS Unit 3 - Further Mechanics including Momentum and /Motion and Differentiation and Integration of Vectors 
 
Year Two: 
A2 Unit 4 - Further Pure Mathematics including Complex 
Numbers, Further Trigonometry, Matrices, Further Algebra and 
Functions, 
Further Calculus, Polar Coordinates, Hyperbolic Functions and 
Differential Equations 
A2 Unit 5 or 6 - Further Statistics or Further Mechanics, extending 
units 2 and 3 respectively 
 
Assessment 

Unit 1 – Written paper 13 .3 ̇  % A level,  33.3 ̇ %  AS level 

Unit 2 – Written paper 13.3 ̇ % A level,  33.3 ̇%  AS level 

Unit 3 – Written paper 13.3 ̇% A level,  33.3 ̇%  AS level 

Unit 4 – Written paper 25% A level 

Key Information 

 
 

Level: 
Advanced and  
AS Level 

 
Examining Board: WJEC 

 

Subject Leader: 

Mrs S. Bedford 

 

Entry Requirements: 

A or A* or equivalent at GCSE B 
grade or equivalent considered 

 

Modules: 

All students study Pure Maths 
and a 

combination of statistics and 

Mechanics. 

 

Assessment method: 

100% examination 



Music 
A level music is a development of GCSE.  On this course you will continue to develop your musical understanding of a broad range of  
musical styles ranging from Monteverdi to Van Morrison, Dowland to Debussy and Bach to The Beatles. The course splits exactly the 
same way as GCSE – 30% performance, 30% composition and 40% appraising. At A2 students can choose whether they want to follow a 
performance or composing based route, and the weightings of the marks will reflect this.  
Option A allows learners to specialise in Performing: 22% of Unit 4 (performing) will be allocated to performing and 14% of Unit 5 
will be allocated to composing. 

Option B allows learners to specialise in Composing: 22% of Unit 5 will be allocated to composing and 14% of Unit 4 will be allocated 
to performing. 

Performance 
AS: Students perform a 6 – 8 minute recital of grade 5 standard music.  
A2: Students perform a 10 – 12 minute recital of grade 6 standard music. 

Set Works :  
Areas of Study A and E are compulsory for both AS and A2 and then one 
must be chosen from B, C or D at AS level, and F at A2 level. 

- Area of Study A and E: The Symphony 1760-1830 OR Religious Choral 
Music 1730-1800 
- Area of study B: Rock and Pop 1965-1990 
- Area of study C: Musical Theatre (4 composers) 
- Area of study D: Jazz 1940-1965 
- Area of study F: Music of the Twentieth and Twenty-first Centuries. 

Composition 
Any style of composition is allowed at A Level. It is much less prescriptive than GCSE. 
AS – Students must compose two contrasting pieces. One must reflect the musical language, techniques and conventions associated with 
the Western Classical Tradition and the other is a free composition for which learners set their own brief.   
A2 - Students compose another two contrasting pieces. One must be associated with the Western Classical Tradition and the other is 
another free choice piece. 

Appraisal 
Students study Set Works in the same way as GCSE but in more depth. This is assessed through an exam at the end of each year where 
pupils write extended answers on their set works and also some unprepared listening. 
A level Music sets you up very well for many different future pathways. These could be specifically music based such as going on to do 
music or a music performance degree, becoming a sound engineering, a music teacher, a music therapist, a music journalist or a music 
historian. Additionally music is a subject that allows you to develop many ‘soft skills’ and is a natural accompaniment to many science 
and math's based subjects. 

Key Information 

 
Level:  AS and A2 Level 

 
 

Examining Board: WJEC 
 

Subject Leader:

Ms S. Miller & Ms E. Williams 
 

Entry Requirements:

B+ or equivalent at GCSE  

 

Modules:

Performance,   

Composition and Appraisal 

 

Assessment method:

30% Performance 

30% Composition 

40% Appraising 



BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in Music (Performing) 

 
BTEC music is a mainly practical qualification. Here you will learn about music performance and the important areas that surround it. 
There are a total of 6 units to the qualification and it is worth the equivalent of 1 A Level. 
Here is an example of the types of units you will undertake: 
 
Performance Techniques 
This unit helps you to develop as a performer showing all the techniques such as:  a solo performance and an ensemble  
performance. 
 
Solo Performance 
A 20 minute recital where you take the lead and show what you can do on your instrument or your voice.  

Ensemble Performance 

Form a band or other group and perform. You also study successful ensembles and use this to inform the planning of your own. 

Music Project 
You will put on your own major gig/event.  Organising the acts, lighting, sound, publicity, ticket sales etc.  A chance for you to take 
control of an event and make it what you want it to be. 

The Sound and Music Industry 
This teaches you how the music industry works. It gives you an in depth knowledge of how a concert runs, how artists work and the 
jobs that surround them. 

Aural 
This helps you develop your musical ear and work out how to play pieces just from listening to them. 

To complete all these units you will get the opportunity to produce your own album, organize  an event, market and publicise it. We 
hope to have  trips to see many of these processes in action in the music  

industry, and we will introduce you to professional musicians and 
music engineers to help you complete the tasks. It is a fun and 
active way to learn about one of the broadest industries. The 
course is an enjoyable way to find out about the music world and 
what can be achieved in virtually any genre.  GCSE music is not 
required. However, any candidate without it will be expected to 
show dedication to the subject and demonstrate musical skill from 
the outset. 
Future pathways include working in the sound industry, 
performance industry and recording studios. 

Key Information 
 

Level: BTEC 

 

Examining Board:

WJEC 

 

Subject Leader:

Ms E. Williams 

 

Entry Requirements: 

Good standard in performance  

 

Units: 

Performance  Techniques

 Solo Performance  

 Ensemble Performance  

 Music Project 

 The Sound and Music Industry 

 Aural 

 

Assessment  method:  

Continuous  assessment 



Physical Education 
 
The practical content of the course has been increased to 40% of the total mark at AS, and the main focus is on participation and  
performance in  physical activity as part of a balanced, active and healthy lifestyle. This will enable candidates to increase their  
physical competence; develop their involvement and effectiveness in physical activity; become informed and discerning  
decision-makers in relation to their own and others’ involvement in physical activity; raise awareness of the key factors influencing  
participation in PE; consider the impact of contemporary products on participation; consider the impact that consumer focused  
influences have on participation.  
 
Year 12 AS – 2 Units 

Unit 1: Exploring Physical Education – written examination : 1 ¾ hours (24% of qualification) 

To assess all AS subject content to include: Exercise Physiology, Performance Analysis and Training, Diet and Nutrition, Sports 
Psychology, Skill Acquisition,  and Sport and Society. 

Question types – contextualised questions to include multiple choice, data response, short and extended answers. 

Unit 2: Improving Personal Performance in Physical Education Non-exam assessment: (16% of qualification) 

To assess: 

   - Practical performance in one activity as a player/performer 

   - Practical performance as a coach 
   - Personal Performance Profile 
 
 

Year 13 A2–(the above 2 AS Units plus a further 2 below) 

Unit 3: Evaluating Physical Education – written examination: 2 hours (36% of qualification) 

To assess all A level subject content and include Exercise Physiology, Sports Psychology and Skill Acquisition. 

Question types – A range of questions to include data response, short and extended answers 

Unit 4: Refining Personal Performance in Physical Education – non exam assessment (24% of qualification) 

   - Practical performance in one activity as a player/performer, coach or official 

   - Investigative research 

 

You do not need to be an “International Athlete” to succeed on this course, but you must be physically competent in at least one 
practical activity. You also need to be confident enough to deliver coaching sessions as this forms part of your assessment.  You will 
definitely need a good work ethic, as this is a challenging course with a heavy workload. An ability to work with others is essential. 
These courses provide suitable foundation for specialist study in both PE and Sports Studies at Higher Education. They are useful for 
students intending to pursue careers in teaching, coaching, sports development and the leisure Industry, recreational management, 
health, public services, leisure and fitness, professional sports medicine, physiotherapy and nursing. When applying to university PE is 
sometimes considered a science. 

Key Information 
 

Level: AS and A  
              Level

 
Examining Board:  

WJEC

Subject Leader:  
Mrs E. Jones 

 
Entry Requirements: 

B or equivalent at GCSE PE 
 

AS (2 units) 
AS Unit 1: Exploring 

Physical Education –written 
exam:  

1 ¾ hrs(24%)  
AS Unit 2:  

Improving Personal 
Performance in Physical 

Education – non exam  
assessment (16%) 

 
A2 Level (the above  

plus a further 2 units) 
A2 Unit 3: Evaluating  

Physical Education – written 
exam: 2 hrs (36%) 

A2 Unit 4: Refining Personal 
Performance in Physical Education 

–  
non exam assessment (24%) 



Physics 
Did you know that you get wider as you go through doors? Some things are impossible: such as a temperature of –274 degrees C.  
Have you ever wondered how a CD player works? How much elastic would you need to do a bungee jump? Physics has the answers. 
Physics investigates all aspects of the world around us. This can be seen in the wide variety of topics covered by the AS and A2 courses. 
The courses aim to build on your knowledge and experiences and explore new areas of application. It encourages you to analyse 
situations and suggest possible solutions to new problems. It is designed to meet your needs whatever your final  
destination post A level. In order to be successful at AS and A2 Physics, you need to have gained at least a grade B in the Additional 

Science GCSE. All prospective A and AS level candidates should have at least a B or equivalent grade at Maths GCSE. 
 
Year 12 - AS  
The course is divided into two units: 
Unit 1 – Motion, Energy and Matter.  A study of mechanics (forces, energy, power) materials, stars and nuclear physics. 
Unit 2 – Electricity and Light.  A study of electricity, waves and photons. 
 
Year 13 - A2 
The course is divided into three units: 
Unit 3 – Oscillations and Nuclei.  A study of circular motion, kinetic theory, thermal physics and nuclear physics. 
Unit 4 – Fields and Options. A study of capacitance, magnetic fields and electromagnetic induction and medical imaging. 
Unit 5 – Practical examination.  An experimental task and a practical analysis task. 
 
Specified practical's are carried out throughout the course and are written up in laboratory books. 
 
Why study Physics? 
 
Physics lies at the heart of all science and engineering and so studying physics offers a wide  
choice of careers including: Civil Engineering, Ophthalmology, Computing, Vehicle  
Engineering, Astrophysics, Radiography, Forensic Science, Osteopathy, Pharmacy, Nuclear 
Physics, Physiotherapy, Manufacturing Accountancy, Medicine, Architecture, 
Transport ,Technology, Photography, Patent Agent, Aeronautical Engineering, Engineering, 
Dentistry, Geophysics, Medical Physics, Agricultural Science, Metallurgy, Geology and  
Laboratory Technician. 
 
Physics can be studied with a myriad of other subjects ranging from the arts to languages 
to other sciences. You will find physics challenging, stimulating, fascinating and fun!  
 
By the end of the course you will have learned the skills that you will need to enter a wide range of careers. 

Key Information 
 

Level : 

 AS and A2  Level 

 

Examining Board: 

WJEC  

 

Subject Contact: 

Mr M. Pollock 

 

Entry Requirements: 

B in Physics Triple Award or 
BB in Double award Science.  

 

AS Level Modules: 

Motion, Energy and Matter 

Electricity and Light 

 

A2 Level Modules: 

Oscillations and  

Nuclei Fields 

Practical  

examination 

 

Assessment Method 

90% exams 

10% practical 



Product Design 
Product Design is a varied, interesting course which will test students and push their creative thinking. Students will develop key skills 
necessary to become a product designer. Through a selection of ‘live’ briefs pupils will design and make a product of their choice  
supported by a detailed design portfolio of research, analysis, designs and evaluation. It is a popular, challenging course which offers  
pupils a unique opportunity to develop design and manufacturing skills incorporating CAD/CAM to develop and refine a final prototype. 
Product designers are quick idea generators, with good design skills, be able to think outside the box and always looking to solve  
problems and improve things. Logical thinkers, good sketchers, detailed workers make good product designers. An ability to be able to 
see both sides of an argument and articulate a reasoned response is also essential. Skills developed include organisation, the ability to  
communicate an idea to a given audience, creativity, innovation, specific use of technical terminology, analytical skills, presentation skills, 
visual communication skills, practical/manufacturing/workshop skills, understanding of materials and their properties, health and safety 
skills, commercial design and manufacturing techniques, and the use of new and emerging technology. 
Year 12 -AS 
DT1 Examination Paper - 25% of overall mark (2 hours in total) 
This paper will contain two sections which will test your knowledge and 
understanding of the following areas within product design: 
Designing and innovation 
 Product analysis 
 Materials and components 
 Industrial and commercial practice 
 The paper is split into 2 sections:  
Section A questions require short answers 
Section B questions require open-ended essay type responses. 
DT2 Design and Make Task - 25% of overall mark (over approximately 40 hours) 
Students submit one design and make task which consists of an A3 folio and a practical task. 

 

Year 13 – A2 
DT3 Examination Paper - 25% of overall mark (2½ hours in total) 

This paper consists of three sections and will assess knowledge and understanding drawn from 
the whole subject content of one focus area. Section A and B questions require short answers 
and Section C questions require open-ended essay type responses and will specifically test the  
following: designing and innovation, product analysis, human responsibility, public interaction, 
materials and components, industrial and commercial practice, processes and production 
systems and control. 
DT4 Major Project - 25% of overall mark (over approximately 60 hours) 
Students will undertake a single substantial project. Each year the WJEC will set eight themes 
for the project, though students can also submit their own proposals. The project requires  
candidates to demonstrate their designing and making skills and knowledge and understanding. 

Key Information 
 

Level:  
AS and A2 Level 

 
Examining Board:  

WJEC 

 

Subject Leader: 

Mr M. Anthony & Mrs W. Heath 

 
Entry Requirements:  

C grade or equivalent pass at 
GCSE English and Maths C or 

equivalent grade pass in a 
related GCSE DT subject  Merits 

in BTEC Engineering 

 
AS Level Modules: 

Exam Paper  

covering 25% of overall mark 

Design & Make Task (A3 Folio 
and practical task)  

Covering 25% of overall task 

 

A2 Level Modules: 

As AS plus exam paper covering 
25% of overall mark 

Major Project  

covering 25% of overall mark 

 
Assessment method:  

50% Examination 

50% Coursework 



Psychology 
Psychology is the scientific study of people, the mind, and behaviour. It is both a thriving 

academic discipline and a vital professional practice.  

Psychologists and psychological research have a big impact on all aspects of public life, 

particularly in areas such as education, health, the economy, industry, and the criminal 

justice system. A level Psychology gives you an understanding of important aspects of  

human behaviour. The course covers a range of fascinating topics such as child  

development, stress, aggression, and social relationships, media influences on 

behaviour, schizophrenia, ethics and memory.  It is one of the most popular subjects 

chosen to study at university and can lead to careers in a wide variety of disciplines. 

  

Course Content—WJEC Psychology A 

Year 12 - AS 

Unit 1 – Psychology: Past to Present – 1 hour 30 minutes Exam (20%) The 

basic core elements of psychology.  This unit will involve the study of  

classic research to gain an appreciation that psychology continues to  

develop and evolve. 

Unit 2 – Using Psychological Concepts -1 hour 30 minutes Exam (20%) 

This unit provides an opportunity for independent research into areas 

that psychology has influenced.  Learners are encouraged to carry out appropriately 

supervised, ethical investigations. 

Year 13 – A2  

Unit 3 – Psychology: Implications in the Real World -2 hours 30 minutes Exam (40%).  

Having learnt about the various psychological approaches in Unit 1, learners will apply this 

knowledge and understanding to human/animal behaviours and understand that 

psychology has the potential to impact on society as a whole, by developing methods of 

modifying behaviour. 

Unit 4 – Psychology: Applied Research Methods -1 hour 30 minutes Exam(20%) 

The purpose of this unit is to ensure students know and understand the  

methodologies used in psychology and be able to evaluate the strengths and  

weaknesses of these. Learners are expected to gain first-hand experience of two  

research methods.  

Key Information 
 

Level: A Level 
 
Examining Board: WJEC 

 

Subject Leader: 
Mrs K. Parfitt-Ley 

 

Entry Requirements: 
General Sixth Form entry 
requirements. 

It is helpful to have achieved a 
C+ or equivalent grade at 
Science GCSE 

 

AS Level Modules: 

Unit 1 Psychology: 

Past to Present 

Unit 2 Using  

Psychological  

Concepts. 

 

A2 Level Modules: 

Unit 3 Psychology:  

Implications in the Real Work. 

Unit 4 Psychology:  

Applied Research Methods 

 
Assessment Method: 
100% examination 



BTEC National Extended Certificate in Applied 
Psychology 
With a similar content to ’A-Level’ Psychology , this  option allows students to  be 

assessed instead via a mixture of coursework and exams.  The focus is on why 

people behave the way they do, and what can be done to change  these 

behaviors. There are two exam units, which can be taken in the January and June 

of each year, and two units of coursework which are internally assessed.  

Year 12  

Unit 1—Psychological approaches and applications (Exam) 

This focuses on 4 different psychological approaches—social, cognitive, learning and 

biological  It also looks at how these approaches can be used to explain different 

elements of human behavior, specifically that of aggression, consumer behavior and 

gender.  

Unit 3—Health Psychology (Exam) 

This considers both physical and behavioral additions,  the causes of stress and how to 

promote positive behavioral change 

Year 13 

Unit 2—Personal research investigation (Coursework) 

This is where learners develop knowledge, understanding and skills in the scientific 

process and in psychological research methodology through their own psychological 

research project.  

Unit 4—Criminal and forensic Psychology 

Learners will explore the different theories used to explain criminal behavior and the 

application of criminal and forensic psychology in the criminal justice system.  

 

Key Information 
 

Level: Level  3 (A-level 
equivalent) 

 
Examining Board: Pearson 

 

Subject Leader: 
Mrs. K. Parfitt-Ley 

 

Entry Requirements: 
General Sixth Form entry 

requirements. 

 

Year 12: (2 x exam) 

Unit 1 –Psychological 
approaches and applications 

Unit 2—Health Psychology 

 

Year 13:  (2 x coursework) 

Unit 3: Criminal and forensic 
psychology 

Unit 4: Conduct your own 
psychological research 



Religious Studies 

The Religious Studies course provides for students wishing to investigate the issues, changes and challenges associated with religion in the modern 
world, and for those interested in the roots of religion and the development of key beliefs and practices. It is not necessary to have studied the 
subject at GCSE, but a sound performance (A*-C) in Religious Studies or in other Humanities subjects and/or English is important. As the examinations 
will be essay-based, it is important that students are able to write at length, explain ideas and show reasoning. Students do not need to hold 
particular religious beliefs but a positive attitude is important. 

Year 12 - AS 

Unit 1: An Introduction to the Study of  Religion (15% of qualification) 
Key beliefs of the religious figure, Buddha, and the key events of his life, the sacred texts which hold wisdom and authority to Buddhist, differing 
religious concepts and the religious practices which shape the identity of a Buddhist. Written Examination: 1hour 15 minutes  
Unit 2: An Introduction to Religion and Ethics and the Philosophy of Religion (25% of qualification)  
Ethics: Divine Command Theory; Aristotle’s Virtue Theory; Ethical Egoism; Aqinas’ Natural Law Theory ( case studies: abortion, voluntary euthanasia); 
Fletchers’ Situation Ethics ( case studies: homosexual relationships, polyamorous relationships); Bentham’s Act Utilitarianism and Mill’s Rule 
Utilitarianism ( case studies: animal experimentation for medical research, the use of nuclear weapons as a deterrent).  
Philosophy: arguments for the existence of God ( cosmological, teleological and ontological)  and challenges to them; the problem of evil and 
suffering; a study of mystical/religious experiences. Written Examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
 
Year 13— A2 

Unit 3: A study of Religion ( Option A, Buddhism) (20% of qualification)  
Key belief’s in-depth coverage;  the Pali Canon, Mahayana texts and the contributions towards Buddhist thoughts, the Upanishadas, Ghandi and Shri 
Paramahamsa Ramaskrishna,  the significant developments in religious thought including Buddhism in Britain, equality, discrimination and the 
relationship between religion and society, further developments on religious practises which shape identity. Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Unit 4: Religion and Ethics (20% of qualification) 
Modern theories of meta-ethics; modern developments of Natural Law Theory; proportionlism ( case studies: immigration, capital punishment); 
determinism and free will. Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Unit 5: Philosophy of Religion (20% of qualification)  
Psychological interpretations of religion ( Freud and Jung); the challenges of and responses to the New Atheism; miracles– definitions, objections and 
defence; the problems of religious language. Written Examination: 1 Hour 30 minutes 

Many centres of Higher Education offer courses of a theological nature and more general Religious Studies courses which lean towards the  study of 

world religions and/or studies of a more philosophical, psychological and sociological emphasis. A qualification in Religious Studies is highly regarded 

for its academic qualities and can also contribute to the pursuit of any Humanities Course, Law, Philosophy or Journalism, amongst others. The 

picture is similar in terms of career paths; Religious Studies has always been highly regarded in public service and the caring professions, due to its 

content, its skills and its ethos. Key Skills developed during the Religious Studies course include organisation and appropriate selection of relevant 

data, communication and the ability to work with others (as students discuss and listen to each other), problem solving (applying ethical theories to 

real life situations),  analysing and evaluating arguments and evidence, IT and a focus on improving their own learning and performance (as they read 

and research both in and beyond the classroom). 

Key Information 
 

Level:  
AS and A2 Level

 

Examining Board:  
WJEC 

 

Curriculum Leader:  
Mr D. Harris 

 

Subject Leader:
Miss S. Arnold 

 

AS Level Modules:

Introduction to the study if 
Religion (Christianity) 

Introduction to Religion and 
Ethics/Philosophy of Religion 

 

A2 Level  Modules:
A study of Religion 
(Christianity) 

Religion and Ethics 

Philosophy of Religion 

Assessment method: 100% 
Examinations 



BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma Sport 

This BTEC Extended Diploma has been designed to provide you with the opportunity to gain detailed academic knowledge and 

understanding of sports coaching and development.  You will look in detail at sports coaching techniques as well as the role of 

sports development. 

In addition, you will also study the principles of fitness, psychology, nutrition, injuries and other sport related subjects. You will 

participate in both theory and practical sessions covering a range of topics and different activities. 

The BTEC Extended Diploma is broadly equivalent to three A Levels. Progression from this course could be into employment in the 

sports and fitness industry where learners might take professional body examinations or complete NVQs. Alternatively learners could 

continue to degree or other Higher Education programmers in the same vocational sector or in a related sector. 

1080 GLH (1390 TQT) Equivalent in size to three  A Levels. 14 units of which 10 are mandatory and 4 are external. Mandatory content 

(78%). External assessment (42%) 

Mandatory (core) units: (all 10 units must be taken): Practical Sport, Assessing risk in Sport, Testing for Sports, Fitness Testing for Sport 

and Exercise, Principles of Anatomy and Physiology in Sport, Psychology for Sports Performance, Sports Nutrition, Sports Development, 

Technical and Tactical Skills in Sport, The Athlete’s Lifestyle. 

Specialist Units (optional 9 units): Leadership in Sport, Current Issues in Sport, Instructing Physical Activity and Exercise, Physical 

Education and the Core of Children and Young People, Rules, Regulations & Officiating in Sport, Sports Coaching, Sports Injuries, 

Organising Sports Events, Work Experience in Sport. 

In addition, there may be the opportunity to study additional qualifications alongside the main qualification, such as coaching awards 

and fitness qualifications. 

This course is for students who have an interest in sport and are committed to succeed in their academic studies. 

You must have achieved a minimum of a Merit at BTEC Sport Level 2 plus a further 3 GCSEs to be accepted on this course. 

This can also be offered as a 1 or 2  A level equivalent option.  

Key Information 

Level: BTEC L3 Extended  

Diploma in Sports Level  

Coaching & Development  

Examining Board:  

Edexcel 

Subject Leader: 

Mrs E. Jones 

 

Entry Requirements: 

Merit at BTEC L2 or a C at GCSE 

PE. 

 

10 Mandatory Units:  

- Practical Sport 

- Assessing Risk in Sport 

- Testing for Sports 

- Fitness Testing for Sport & 

Exercise 

- Principles of Anatomy & 

Physiology in Sport 

- Psychology for Sports     

- Performance 

- Sports Nutrition 

- Sports Development 

- Technical & Tactical Skills in 

Sport 

- The Athlete’s Lifestyle 

and 9 Optional Units  

Assessment method: 

100% coursework 



Sociology 

The Sociology course is designed to make you think about how society works.  You 
will examine questions such as:  ‘How should we deal with crime?’ ,‘How is wealth 
distributed in this country?’ and ‘Does education change society?’ As  
sociologists, we study the social lives of humans, groups and societies.  All  
human behaviour is social and therefore the subject matter ranges from the family to the hostile 
mob; from organised crime to religious cults; from the division of race, gender and social class, to 
the shared beliefs of common cultures and from the sociology of work to the sociology of sports. 
Year 12 - AS 
Unit 1: Acquiring Culture - Written examination: I hour 15 minutes - 15% of A level  
Qualification (37.5% of AS qualification). This unit focuses on the theme of socialisation,  
identity and culture and is divided into two sections.  
Section A of the unit is compulsory and focuses on the key concepts and processes of cultural 
transmission, including socialisation and the acquisition of identity.  
Section B - Families and households 
Unit 2: Understanding Society and Methods of Sociological Enquiry - Written examination:  
2 hours. 25% of A level qualification (62.5% of AS qualification) Unit 2 focuses on the themes of 
socialisation, identity and culture and methods of sociological enquiry and is divided into two 
sections. 
Section A of the unit is compulsory and focuses on methods of sociological enquiry.  
Section B of the unit develops understanding of the key themes of socialisation culture and  
Identity. This section of the unit also includes consideration of the themes of differentiation, 
power and stratification through detailed study of one of three options: education, media or  
religion. 
Year 13 - A2 
Unit 3: Power and Control - Written examination: 2 hours - 25% of qualification. This unit focuses on 
the themes of power, differentiation and stratification with issues relating to social order and social 
control studied through one of the following options: crime and deviance, health and  
disability, politics or world sociology. 
Unit 4: Social Inequality and Applied Methods of Sociological Enquiry - Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes—35% of qualification.  
This unit focuses on the themes of social differentiation, power and stratification and on the application of knowledge and understanding 
of methods of sociological enquiry. Emphasis is on effective demonstration of knowledge, high level skills of analysis, interpretation and 
evaluation.  
Section A: focuses on the processes of research design and on the application of knowledge and understanding of methods of Sociological 
enquiry previously studied in unit 2. 
Section B: focuses on the themes of social differentiation, power and stratification. 

Key Information 
 

Level:  A Level 

 

Examining Board: WJEC 

 

Subject Leader: 
Mrs K. Parfitt-Ley 

 

Entry Requirements 
C+ or equivalent in GCSE 
English 

 

AS Level Modules: 

Unit 1—Acquiring 
Culture 

Unit 2—Education and 
Research Methods 

Methods 

 

A2 Level Modules 

Unit 3—Power & Control 

Unit 4– Social Inequality 
& applied methods of 
Sociological enquiry. 

 

Assessment method: 

100% Examination 



YEAR 12 YEAR 13 

U
n

it 1—
Exam

 

The United Kingdom Tourism  — Externally Assessed 

You will develop an understanding of what the UK offers 

inbound and domestic tourists and to appreciate employment 

opportunities available in the tourism industry.  For example,  

development of UK tourism, types of tourists, sectors of the UK 

tourism industry, marketing the UK tourism product – 

nationally and globally, personnel and employment 

opportunities within tourism  and managing UK tourism 

destinations. 

U
n

it 3—
Exam

 

The Dynamic Tourism Industry—Externally Assessed 

You will have an understanding that tourism is an ever-

changing industry which has to adapt quickly to external 

pressures and changes in society e.g. external pressures – 

economic, political and cultural, environmental pressures – 

sudden events, climate change, strategies to manage 

attractions and destinations and issues facing the global 

tourism industry. 

U
n

it 2—
C

o
u

rse
w

o
rk 

Worldwide Tourism Destinations —Internally Assessed 

You will gain an understanding the factors that affect the 

appeal of tourism destinations, drawing on what you have 

studied in Unit 1.  These include  types of destinations and 

motivation to travel long-haul and short-haul destinations, 

transport methods.  You will plan marketing campaigns and 

design marketing materials for various destinations. 

U
n

it 4—
C

o
u

rse
w

o
rk 

Event and Itinerary Planning—Internally Assessed 

You will understand the process of event management and the 

nature of tour itineraries within the UK.  This will include  

planning and evaluating events , types of inbound and 

domestic tour operators, characteristics of the UK inbound 

and domestic tourism markets, presenting and  managing tour 

itineraries .  

 

Tourism is more than just travelling! You will learn that not all destinations are alike and not everyone travels for the same reasons. Why 

do people want to travel to tourism destinations?  Is it only for a holiday or is it for other reasons?   What types of holiday are there?  

People no longer just take ‘sun, sea and sand’ holidays; there are so many different types of holiday available.  What factors motivate 

people to travel?  The tourism industry has to respond to many environmental, economic and political events over which it has no control.  

What is a tourism event and what makes a successful tourism event?  Events do not just happen; they take weeks, months and in some 

cases years of planning.   The qualification will promote an understanding of the Tourism sector, but also develop transferable skills to 

various different sectors, such as Tourism Management, Marketing, Business, International Tourism,  Event Management and many more. 

Key Information 
 

Level: Level 3 Applied Diploma 
(A Level) 

 

Examining Board: WJEC 

 

Curriculum Leader: 

Mr D. Harris 

 

Entry Requirements: 

General Sixth Form  

entry requirements 

 

Year 12  

Unit 1  - Exam (25%) 
Unit 2  - Coursework (25%) 

 

Year 13 

Unit 3—Exam (25%) 

Unit 4  - Coursework (25%) 

 

Assessment method:  

50% Examination 

50% Coursework 



Skills Challenge Certificate (Welsh Baccalaureate) 

The Welsh Baccalaureate is delivered over two years and awarded at the end of Year 13.  Grades awarded range from A*-E.  There is no 
examination involved, but to meet the qualification’s requirements, students submit portfolios of evidence.  The emphasis is very much 
on learning through doing.  The focus of the Welsh Baccalaureate at Advance level is to provide a vehicle to consolidate and progress 
the development of essential and employability skills.  The qualification will help learners develop more complex skills, attributes and 
behaviours.  It will provide experiences which will enable learners to be better prepared for their future destination, whether 
university, further training or employment. 

The Welsh Baccalaureate is based on a Skills Challenge Certificate alongside Supporting Qualifications.  The requirements of both the 
Skills Challenge Certificate and Support Qualification must be met in order to achieve the overarching Welsh Baccalaureate. 

3 Elements 

1. Skills Challenge Certificate (1 individual project and 3 challenges) 

2. GCSE English Language or Welsh Language and GCSE Mathematics—Numeracy 

3. Supporting qualifications (For example, other GCSE’s; A levels/AS qualifications; vocational qualifications. 

All of these skills will be developed in a variety of ways across the curriculum and throughout learning 

Literacy 
Numeracy 
Digital Literacy 
Critical Thinking & Problem Solving 
Planning & Organisation 
Creativity & Innovation 
Personal Effectiveness 

 
The Welsh Baccalaureate will: 

Enable learners to consolidate and formalise learning of skills; 
Provide a theoretical underpinning of knowledge and techniques related to skills; 
Encourage reflection, analysis and articulation of the learner’s own proficiency in the skills; 
Engage learners in exploring, development practising and applying the skills; 
Increase confidence and effectiveness in the use and application of the skills in a range of meaningful and ‘real-life’ contexts and 
purposes. 

Universities throughout the UK accept WBQ as a valued alternative to an A level and some will even reduce entry requirements for 
those studying it.  

Key Information 
 

Level: Advanced 

 

Examining Board: WJEC 

 

Curriculum Leader: 

Mrs S . Giddy 

 

Entry Requirements: 

C+ or equivalent in GCSE 
English or Welsh Language 
and GCSE  

Numeracy 

 

Learners will need to 
complete: 

Skills Challenge Certificate 

Enterprise and 

Employability  Challenge 

Global Citizenship  
Challenge 

Community   

Challenge 

Supporting   

qualifications  

(See subject teacher) 



There are many opportunities to enrich your experience as a Sixth Form student. 

These include: 
 

 Sixth Form Team (Head Students/Deputies/Head Prefects )  

 Charity & Fundraising Activities 

 Students’ Union          

 Public Speaking Competitions 

 Debating Society   

 Student Union  

 Prefect Duties 

 Seren Project 

 Drama/Music Productions 

 Samaritans support 

 Community Events 

 School Orchestra 

 Swing Band 

 MAT group 

 Support SEN students  

 Weekly Quiz 

 Duke of Edinburgh   

 International trips 

 Lower School Mentoring 

 Work Experience 

 Student Coaching 

 Intergenerational project working 

 Wellbeing events 
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Chepstow School Sixth Form 

Welsh Street 

CHEPSTOW 

Monmouthshire 

NP16 5LR 

 

Tel: 01291 635777 

Email: info@chepstowschool.net 

www.chepstowschool.net 


