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A Message from our Head
Dear Parents and Carers
We are delighted to share with you our Celebration Magazine which shows just some of the successes
over the last term. It has been rewarding and enjoyable learning for me since joining your community
and becoming Headteacher at Chepstow. I’ve enjoyed every moment of the summer term and look
forward to sharing future successes with you by celebrating our young people through future
publications of this magazine and via our web page, which will soon be launched.
We are well into our new term and it is great to report that we attained excellent GCSE and record A’
level results last year. We aim to improve on these this year!
Your children have a made a great start to this academic term. Mr Parkin, Head of Year 7, reports that
his year group have adapted very quickly to secondary school life, helped by the important transition
work over the past year and they are making wonderful progress.
Miss Scull and Mrs Back, Head of Years 8 and 9 respectively, have noted that pupils are responding
positively to the challenges that they and their subject teachers have set and they too are delighted
with the start.
Year 10 and 11 pupils are focussing on their learning and they understand the necessity to perform well
at this crucial point in their education. They are aware of our high expectations and are responding
positively as they enter the important years of GCSE.
Mrs Mellen, Head of 6th form has praised the level of maturity, responsibility and enthusiasm that
students have made to the start of 6th form life and the vital contributions they make to the learning
culture of their school.
School uniform continues to look impressive. I am constantly offered praise by visitors to the school
about how smart our students appear and how polite, courteous and respectful they are. Please
support and maintain this high standard!
We understand how important and valuable your role is in the success of Chepstow School and of your
child’s progress. There is a need for improvement in our communications.
I will be raising the school’s level of communication with you, as parents, and aim to launch a new and
improved web page soon. I will also regularly write to you to ask for your views on your child’s
education.
Finally, on behalf of the staff, thank you for your continuing support.

Mr Matthew Sims
Headteacher

Young Enterprise
BAM PRODUCTS
On Thursday 2nd May, the Year 10 Young Enterprise Team travelled to the University of South Wales to take
part in the South East Wales Finals. The team competed against some very tough opposition, all from Private
Schools.
BAM (Bamboo and More) Products won the overall competition, qualifying to take part in the Wales
National Final in Cardiff on the 5th June. The final
took place at the University of South Wales Atrium
Campus in Cardiff. They went on to win the
Sustainability Award.
Since BAM began trading, they have sold over 350
cups, securing large orders from within the school
and local community and made profits of over
£1000!
Their mentor and Assistant Headteacher, Mr
Goddard tweeted, “So proud of what the brilliant
Year 10 YE team achieved this year. Watching you
develop as individuals and as a team, and the skills
you have shown has blown us away.”
We are sure that this group of young adults will go
on to achieve great things.

Charitable Contributions
LITTLE PRINCESS CHARITY
In May, one of our Year 9 students, Keiah-Ellise Huntley selflessly cut off a massive 14
inches of her hair for charity. She donated the hair to Little Princess Trust, along with the
sponsorship money she raised.
The Little Princess Trust provides free real hair wigs to children and young people, up to
24 years, who have lost their own hair through cancer treatment or other conditions.
Established in 2006, the charity have supplied over 8000 wigs to children and young
people and have invested circa £5 million into ground-breaking childhood cancer
research.

PRETTY MUD RACE FOR LIFE
“Cancer plays dirty but so do we”.
On Saturday 29th June, seven of our Year 10 girls took part in the Pretty Mud event in
Bristol, in aid of Cancer Research. Pretty Mud is a muddy obstacle course that everyone,
no matter their level of ability, can take part in. By taking part, the girls climbed, crawled
and slid their way to beating cancer—raising over £1200 for this worthwhile cause.

Charitable Contributions
PRIDE OF GWENT AWARDS
On the afternoon of Thursday 4th July, members from across Gwent gathered at Rodney Parade,
Newport to celebrate the annual Pride of Gwent Awards.
The Pride of Gwent Awards, in association with the University of South Wales, provide an opportunity
to showcase incredible people, groups and communities. These are unsung heroes, who have been
recognised for the amazing work that they do.

Our very own Noah Herniman was given the Admiral sponsored “Achiever Award”. This award is for an
individual who has achieved against the odds or beyond expectations.
Noah started to fundraise at
the age of seven when he
learned that his local children’s
hospital was going to have
their funds cut. Noah has
donated knitwear to the
homeless, donated Easter eggs
to Newport Women’s Aid and
raised £3,000 for the Serennu
Children’s Centre.
When interviewed, Noah said,
“I feel like everyone deserves
someone to help them. I have
been able to be that person for
some of them."
Asked what the hardest part of
it all is, Noah said: "It's all a
breeze to me, I'll still be doing
this in 30 years."
We are so proud of Noah and
all that he has tirelessly
achieved for these worthy
causes.

MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT
Staff and students have been busy this term raising money for Macmillan Cancer
Support.
Over £200 was raised by our Year 10 girls at the Wellbeing Festival, held on 25th June.
Over £500 was raised by the Chepstow Staff members who climbed the Monmouthshire
Three Peaks on 13th July. They covered 24 miles and climbed over 5000 feet in under 10
hours. A massive well done to Mr Robson, Mr Price, Ms Martin, Mr Parkin, Mr Walsh and
Mr Coffey.

Sporting Achievements
RUGBY—DRAGONS ACADEMY
Owain Jenkins, 10S2 ,was one of 140 players who made it into the second stage of the trials for the
U16’s Dragons Academy. The trials commenced on the 17th June and Owain trained 2 nights a week
during the 4 week trial process. At the end of the 4 weeks, 140 players will be cut to 70. If Owain gets
through to the second stage, he will train over the winter with the hope of reaching the final 32 players
that will be part of the academy and prepare for the
Under 18’s team.
Owain is photographed here collecting his cap and
award for Top Tourist whilst on tour in Spain with the
Newport Schools RFC U15’s.

FENCING
At the end of June, Rhiannon Craig from Year
10 represented Wales in the U’20 Team at the
Youth 5 Nations Fencing Tournament in
Dublin.

CRICKET
Ben Kellaway has been selected to play
Cricket for the South and West of England.
His parents said that this is a real honour
and it is very rare for a state schoolboy to
be selected.

SPORTS LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
7 new Chepstow students have been added to the Leadership Academy for 2019/20. A big
congratulations to Harry Dallyn, Tom Williams, Byron Morgan, Dan Morcombe, Beth Turner, Erica
Denby and Lola Mumford- Weaving.

CHEPSTOW BOXING CLUB
At the beginning of June, brothers Cai and Kayd
Dean competed in the Bristol Box Cup. Out boxing
some tough opposition, Kayd was awarded the
2019 Gold Medal and Cai, the 2019 Silver Medal.
At the end of June, both boys went on to compete
in the Hull Box Cup, the biggest Olympic-style
boxing tournament in England for minors, schools,
junior & youth boxers.
At the tournament, Cai won Bronze and Kayd won
Silver medals in their appropriate age/weight
categories. Whilst Kayd was really disappointed

SWIMMING
In May, Ellie Ward in Year 10
competed in the Welsh National
Swimming Championships, bringing
home 3 bronze medals! Ellie trains
for 20 hours a week as well as
studying hard for her GCSE’s. This is a
prime example of where hard work
and determination takes you. We are
very proud of Ellie for her continuing
successes and wish her well in the
hope of qualifying for the British
Swimming Championships.

not to bring home
the gold, we are
very proud of what
both boys continue
to achieve in the
world of boxing.

Sporting Achievements
SPORTS DAY 2019
It was another fantastic sports day at Chepstow School this year. The day was more
competitive than ever, with over 400 actively involved students competing in the events.
Severn House were crowned the champions for a second successive year, with Wye
House finishing second and Usk House coming third.
The students conducted themselves brilliantly throughout the day with some stand out
performances coming from Christina Griffiths (Y10), Ben Kellaway (Y10) and Tom Weeks
(Y8). Well done to all who took part and we look forward to what Sports Day 2020 will
bring.
- PE Department

Sporting Achievements
SPOTY AWARDS 2019
Monday 15th July 2019 saw Chepstow School host the 5th annual Sports Personality of the
Year awards. The pupils at Chepstow School have had a brilliant year of sports; not just in
school but representing clubs, county and country.

We were fortunate enough to have 8 nominees for our sports personality award. They
were Ben Kellaway (year 10), Isabella Jones (year 10), Ellie Ward (year 10), Christina
Griffith (year 10), Rhiannon Craig (year 10), Izzy Hopkins (year 9), Kayd Dean (year 9) and
Jack Hope-Bell (year 7).
The evening kicked off with an introduction from our current year 12’s, Jasmine
Barraclough and Grace Nicholas, who were fantastic throughout. Although we had so

many athletes that deserved recognition at the evening, we simply did not have enough
time. Athletes in years 7-11 were presented with coaches player and players player of the
year in rugby, football, netball and hockey.
We were also fortunate to have past pupils, Rosie Eccles and Barney Nightingale here to
present their awards for sporting commitment.
The evening concluded with our
presenters announcing the winner
of SPOTY 2019. Huge
congratulations to Kayd Dean who
was victorious in his efforts
representing Wales in Boxing. As
ever, the evening would not have
happened without the support
from the pupils, parents and staff
at Chepstow School. We look
forward to welcoming our future
SPOTY nominees and are excited
about another year of sporting
success.
- PE Department

School Trips
LONDON TRIP
A group of Year 8 and 9 students were lucky enough to spend two days exploring the
sights and sounds of London at the start of July. On the first day we visited the Imperial
War Museum, where students were able to explore artefacts from WW1 and WW2. We
were particularly impressed with students’ engagement and questions whilst in the
museum. In the evening, after a bountiful meal in Covent Garden, we watched a
production of The Woman in Black, a text that is studied as part of the Gothic Literature
scheme in Year 9. This show was particularly frightening as the Woman in Black kept
appearing out of the blue… even in the aisles, scaring many of our students! The highlight
of the second day was a visit to The Globe Theatre; here, students were immersed in the
life and times of William Shakespeare, complimenting their studies of Shakespeare
in Year 8 and at GCSE. All in all, this was a fantastic experience for all students, all of
whom presented themselves in an exceptional manner – so exceptional in fact, that
our bus driver even made a speech on their outstanding behaviour! Thanks must go
to Mrs Glover, Mr Walsh and Mr Dunbar who gave up their time to support me on
this trip.
– Miss Martinez

Extra-Curricular
CHESS AND PROBLEM SOLVING
5 pupils from Chepstow School were selected to represent Wales in a 6-nations event which took place in Ireland on the 2224th July.
This is an annual event and, while some of the students have played in previous years, it is worth noting that this year,
Chepstow School provided a quarter of the Wales team!
Each of the 6 countries (Wales, England, Scotland, Ireland, France, Netherlands) were represented by a squad of 20 players,
spread across different age categories from U12 to U18.
The players selected from Chepstow School were: David McIntosh (U-18), Rachel McIntosh (U-18 Girls), Madeleine Smith (U14), Neil Stevenson (U-14) and Harrison Postans (U-14).
On the day, all played well and really enjoyed this international event. The competition was very strong and Wales
struggled to pick up team points but our players had some good individual results including some wins against
Scotland and the Netherlands.
National Schools Chess Championships (finals played in July in Uppingham)
We were delighted that our school team came 11th out of 140 schools in the National Schools Chess Championships –
this team included David McIntosh, Rachel McIntosh, George Smith, Madeleine Smith, Neil Stevenson, Harrison
Postans and Sam Goodfellow. This is our best ever result in this prestigious competition .
Secondary Schools Rapidplay tournament
Madeleine Smith, David McIntosh, George Smith, Neil Stevenson, Harrison Postans and Sam Goodfellow travelled to
Eton on a Sunday in September to represent Chepstow School at the Secondary Schools Rapidplay tournament. We
finished in an amazing 10th place out of 54 schools from the UK and Ireland, well above our seeding and with some
great individual results as well.
All in all it has been a very successful year for the Chepstow School chess team! We wish the team good luck for their
next event when they will be representing Chepstow School at the “Millfield International” which is being played on
the weekend of 12/13 October.

Vocational Studies
ARMY WORK EXPERIENCE RESIDENTIAL
From Monday 3rd—Thursday 6th June, pupils
from Chepstow School embarked on an Army
Work Experience Residential in Cwrt-Y-Gollen,
Crickhowell. The Army Work Experience is
designed to give those interested in the Army a
taste of what life will be like.
Students learned a wide variety of army based
skills from packing a Bergen, patrolling, weapon
recognition, orders, navigation, command tasks,
recce, survival and cooking in the field.
The residential trip was a huge success and
the Army sang the praises of our pupils who
behaved impeccably through the course.
Some, however, were a little too keen to
point their rifles in the direction of our
Headteacher, Mr Sims!

Expressive Arts
MAT CLUSTER PROJECT
Our Expressive Arts MAT students showcased their Eurovision project on the evening of 28th
June. Students worked in groups with our cluster primary schools as well as with Maendy
Primary, Cwmbran, to produce a delightful performance celebrating languages, cultures, music,
dance, script writing, prop and stage design, lighting and inclusivity.

This was part of a focus on raising aspirations for talented students in the field of Expressive
Arts and involved a trip to Exeter University to investigate career pathways in drama and stage
production. The students prepared taster food from every country, learned to speak in
Swedish, Italian and French and researched famous landmarks, cuisine and stars from the
chosen EU countries.
They also produced their own flags for the audience to wave to the musical items. It was a
brilliant piece of collaboration leading to an exceptionally fun evening for students, staff,
parents and carers across 6 schools working in harmony and with huge respect for one
another.

Top: Mr Phillips and Ms Thomas in full Eurovision regalia.
Middle: A selection of European delicacies on offer at the evening.
Bottom: Our Expressive Arts MAT Students visiting Exeter University

Vocational Studies
MOUNTON HOUSE PARTNERSHIP
Throughout July, Year 9 pupils from Chepstow School took part in a pilot outreach project in
partnership with Mounton House School. The project was such a huge success that it has been offered
again this Autumn Term. Our pupils achieved a Level 1 in Vocational Studies by taking part in a range of
outdoor adventure activities.
Week 2—this week, our pupils focussed on problem solving, communication and team work through
bouldering and rock climbing.
Week 3—our pupils learned map reading skills using Ordnance Survey maps on the beautiful Blorenge.
Week 4—our pupils learned to take a grid reference, plan a route and cook outdoors on Skirrid Fawr.
Week 5—our pupils used their map reading and expedition skills to successfully navigate their way
to the top of Sugar Loaf mountain.
Week 6 —our pupils put their map reading and expedition skills to the test by heading out on an
overnight, self-sufficient adventure in the Black Mountains.

Student Wellbeing
WELLBEING FESTIVAL
Last term saw the launch of our first Wellbeing Festival. The festival was hosted by sixth formers in
partnership with local community groups and Monmouthshire Youth Service.
The festival was targeted at Year 8 and 10 students who visited information points focused on sexual
health, drug awareness, ‘Plastic Free Chepstow’, mindfulness activities, ‘Eating for Wellbeing’ and
teambuilding.
A group of Year 10 students also seized the chance to use the Wellbeing Festival as a platform to launch
a Macmillan Charity focus. We are proud to announce that over £200 was raised.
Feedback from the event was fantastic. Students took the opportunity to improve their knowledge and
understanding of issues that affect them directly. We are looking forward to making next year’s event
bigger and better!

- Mrs Mellen

Expressive Arts
ART EXHIBITION
Our Art Department had a very busy summer term!
Our A Level Students publicly exhibited their artwork at the end of June to great
applause.
Mrs Jeffery visited our Cluster Primary Schools to deliver Art sessions on shape, form and
tone and this resulted in beautiful 2D Op Art work. Primary students then completed a
home learning project where they created an artist room in a box. We would like to
thank The Dell, Shirenewton, Pembroke and Thornwell Primaries for taking part and the
parents who came to support the exhibition.

Student Leadership
GCSE FOOD TECHNOLOGY GROUP
The Food Tech group got
busy last term, tasked with
creating a bespoke 3
course lunch for a chosen
member of staff.
Students served perfectly
crafted dishes, bespoke to
dietary habits and
preferences of their
guests as well as
ensuring their dining
experience was perfect!!
A fabulous lunch indeed!

HEAD STUDENT HUSTINGS
After an energetic
election campaign,
we are proud to
announce that we
have a new Head
Student Team.
Congratulations to
Jake Summers and
Cadi Watkins, Head
Students along with
their deputies,
Hannah Lidgett and
Molly Moore.

Invisible Army
DIANA AWARDS ANTI-BULLYING TRAINING
On the Wednesday 19th June, it was a privilege to take a group of our young students to represent
Chepstow School for this very special training event, held at King Henry VIII School in Abergavenny.
The Students interacted well and learned how to manage sensitive situations including ways that they
can support their fellow students, along with in depth information around the sensitive topic of
bullying.
They also received bespoke training on the new Diana Award Crisis Messenger. The Diana Award
Crisis Messenger provides free, 24/7 crisis support across the UK. If you are a young person in
crisis, you can text DA to 85258. Trained volunteers will listen to you and help you take the next
step towards feeling better.
Our students had the opportunity to meet likeminded youngsters from neighbouring schools,
sharing good practice.
In addition the Diana Awards provide a clear pathway, enabling individuals to further develop
their Anti-Bullying skills.
Our students contributed to discussion, worked in groups, and socialised well with all the other
students who attended.
A very special thank you to Mrs Hughes who kindly drove us to Abergavenny and back.

Awards
ROTARY PRIZE
Chepstow School recognise the effort of hardworking students through the awarding of prizes for outstanding academic and
outdoor achievements. The Rotary Club supports the local community and decided that they would make an award for
those scholars who really do deserve recognition but for whom no prize is allocated.
On Wednesday 10th July, the new President of the Chepstow & District Rotary Club, Christopher Wilson presented the first
of these prizes to a most deserving student, Grace Hall in Year 10.
When nominating Grace for this prize, Mrs Holder described Grace as, “the most hardworking and kind student. She works
very hard to help others and is an active member of the Invisible Army. She doesn’t ever give up trying and trusting in school
suggestions to help her. She gives everything a go and I want her to know that we recognise how hard she works”.
President Wilson presented Grace with an Award Certificate together with a £50 Amazon voucher as thanks and admiration
for her ongoing efforts. With her energy and kindness, Grace is a wonderful role model for all of the other students in our
School.
Congratulations to Grace and thank you to Chepstow & District Rotary Club for their continued support of our school
and local community.

ARCHIBALD GRAINGER LITERACY AWARD
At the end of each Academic Year, we make a presentation to a student who has excelled
in Literacy over the past year in memory of ex-Chepstow Alumni, Archibald Grainger.
This year it was awarded to Thomas Henley in Year 9. When nominating Thomas for this
award, Mrs Glover cited, “Thomas is a lovely, hardworking pupil who has made lots of
progress this year”.
Our Headteacher, Mr Sims, presented Thomas with
his award certificate and cup in Assembly on
Thursday 11th July.
Congratulations Thomas, keep up the hard work.

Extra Curricular Activities
SY 2019-20 Autumn Term 1
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Break
Time

Lunch
Time

KS3 Art Club
Mrs Powell
AR1

Choir
Mr Lazell & Miss
Williams
PA3 (Music Room)

1.40pm Dodgeball
Sports Leaders
Sports Hall

1.40pm Girls Football
Sports Leaders
Sports Hall

Orchestra
Mr Lazell & Miss
Williams
PA3 (Music Room)
1.40pm Badminton &
Table Tennis
Sports Leaders
Sports Hall

Debate Club
Miss Thomas
EN5
Philosophy Club
Mrs Arnold
HU5

After
School

Hockey Club
Miss Urch
Astro

Year 7-8 Netball
Mrs Back
Sports Hall

Year 9-11 Netball
Mrs Jones
Sports Hall

Senior Rugby
Mr Dunbar
Meet at the Outdoor
Changing Rooms

KS4 Football
Mr Parkin
Meet at the changing
rooms
Year 7-10 Rugby
Mr Dunbar
Meet at the changing
rooms
Girls Tag Rugby
Mrs Melbourne
Meet at the changing
rooms

KS3 Football
Mr Parkin
Meet at the changing
rooms

GCSE Art Club
Miss Daniel
AR1

KS3 Drama Club
Mr L. Goddard
Drama Studio

Basketball
Mr J. Goddard and Mr
L. Goddard
Sports Hall

Extra Curricular Activities
SY 2019-20 Autumn Term 2
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Break
Time
Choir
Mr Lazell & Miss
Williams
PA3 (Music Room)

Lunch
Time

1.40pm Dodgeball
Sports Leaders
Sports Hall

1.40pm Girls Football
Sports Leaders
Sports Hall

Thursday
Science Library
Miss Tiller
SC1
Orchestra
Mr Lazell & Miss
Williams
PA3 (Music Room)
1.40pm Badminton &
Table Tennis
Sports Leaders
Sports Hall

Friday

Media Club
Mr Phillips
TBC
School Show Rehearsals
Mr Phillips and Mr L. Goddard
TBC

After
School

Hockey Club
Miss Urch
Astro

Year 7-8 Netball
Mrs Back
Sports Hall

Year 9-11 Netball
Mrs Jones
Sports Hall

Senior Rugby
Mr Dunbar
Meet at the Outdoor
Changing Rooms

KS4 Football
Mr Parkin
Meet at the changing
rooms
Year 7-10 Rugby
Mr Dunbar
Meet at the changing
rooms
Girls Tag Rugby
Mrs Melbourne
Meet at the changing
rooms
GCSE Art Club
Miss Daniel
AR1

KS3 Football
Mr Parkin
Meet at the changing
rooms

KS3 Drama Club
Mr L. Goddard
Drama Studio

Basketball
Mr J. Goddard and Mr
L. Goddard
Sports Hall

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Autumn Term 1
Tuesday 8th October 2019
Wednesday 9th October 2019

ASD Parents Meeting
Year 5/6 Open Evening
Cultural Day—Rugby World Cup
Year 10 Trip—Skills Cymru Event

Thursday 10th October 2019 Year 11 Trip—Skills Cymru Event
Friday 11th October 2019

Feel Good Friday
Year 11 Progress Reports to Parents

w/c Monday 14th October 2019 English Oracy Assessments—Year 11
Tuesday 15th October 2019 Shw Mae Day

Thursday 17th October 2019 Year 11 Parents Evening
Friday 18th October 2019 INSET DAY—school closed for students
Thursday 24th October 2019 Year 11 Hospitality and Catering NEA
Friday 25th October 2019 Year 10 Progress Reports to Parents
Monday 28th October 2019—
Friday 1st November 2019

HALF TERM

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Autumn Term 2
Thursday 7th November 2019 Year 10 Parents Evening
Friday 8th November 2019 Remembrance Service (St. Marys Church)

w/c Monday 11th November 2019 English Oracy Assessments—Year 11
Tuesday 12th November 2019 ASD Parents Meeting
Friday 15th November 2019 Year 8, 9, 12 and 13 Progress Reports to Parents
Tuesday 19th November 2019 RS Day
Thursday 21st November 2019 Year 12 and 13 Parents Evening
Monday 25th November 2019 Year 11 Target Student Evening
Wednesday 27th November 2019 Secondary School Admission Closing Dates for
Wednesday 27th November —

Thursday 28th November 2019

Year 11—Performance Portfolio Recordings

Thursday 28th November 2019 Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening
Friday 29th November 2019 BBC Good Food Show Trip
Thursday 5th December 2019 Year 11 into Year 12 Options Evening
Friday 6th December 2019 Year 11 Full School Report to Parents
w/c Monday 9th December 2019 Year 11 Mock Exams (week 1)
w/c Monday 9th December 2019 Family Assemblies
Tuesday 10th December 2019 ASD Parents Meeting
Friday 13th December 2019 INSET DAY—school closed for students
w/c Monday 16th December 2019 Year 11 Mock Exams (week 2)
Thursday 19th December 2019 Christmas Carol Concert
Friday 20th December 2019 Year 7 Progress Reports to Parents
Monday 23rd December 2019—
Friday 3rd January 2020

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

EXTRA-CURRICULAR

