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Thank You
The Spring Term has simply flown by and what a term we have seen! As you can see from the wealth
of activity within the Newsletter, the school has been incredibly busy.
One of the strengths of this term has been our representation on the many trips abroad. Chepstow
School students have travelled to Berlin, Madrid and Paris and also visited Valencia over the Easter
holidays. We have received overwhelming praise from the external staff who have worked with our
students; citing them as respectful, friendly and polite – everything we would wish for our
ambassadors of the school to be.
I want to thank you for your support during my time as Acting Headteacher of Chepstow School.
Many of you have taken the time to email me personally, speak on the phone, make valuable
contributions to our parent forum or have made the time to meet me in person.
Working as Acting Headteacher has been both a pleasure and honour and together, I feel we have
continued to make progress in delivering an improved education to the students in our care. Student
behaviour has continued to improve with the vast majority of students demonstrating that they are
determined to show they are Ready, full of Respect and Safe within the school and our latest round of
monitoring and evaluation has shown that the quality of teaching and learning is also progressing.
There are still many aspects that I would like to improve; the number of lessons being covered, the
range of extra-curricular activities available during the day and after school, and student leadership
across the school. It is my ambition by the end of this term that all students will know their target
grades, where they are now and what they need to do to continue to make improvements. Mr Sims
will have his own vision when joining the school and I know that Chepstow School will embrace this
as he prepares the school for the coming years.
It is with sadness that I write to inform you that my time at Chepstow School, not just as Acting
Headteacher but also as Deputy Headteacher, is coming to an end. In September I will be embarking
on a new role as Deputy Headteacher in a school in Wiltshire and my family and I will be relocating at
the end of the summer term. I am proud of what we have achieved in my short time at Chepstow
School. I will miss the staff, students and the community enormously and only hope that my new
school community welcomes me as warmly.
Thank you once again for your support and I wish Chepstow School every success for the future.
Best wishes

Jo Lindley
Deputy Headteacher

Headteacher’s Welcome
I am delighted to have been appointed as the new Headteacher at Chepstow School.
As your Headteacher my mission is quite clear; to drive major improvements in every aspect of the school,
and to continue to raise standards. I want Chepstow School to be the first choice for all parents when
considering the next school in their child’s education, and I am excited to begin this very important role.
I believe that the foundations of an outstanding school are based on the values of honesty, integrity, loyalty,
accountability, and fairness of actions. We begin the next chapter of educational change in Wales and our
commitment is to develop ethical, confident, ambitious and creative learners, who will make a significant
difference when they leave Chepstow School, to fulfil their dreams and goals.
At Chepstow School, our ambition is to develop the school into a valuable learning organisation where we
will commit to deliver high quality teaching experiences and promote independent learning. I will
challenge learners to be proud of what they achieve and equally challenge our staff to display a passion
for their classroom and lifelong learning. This is critical in moving our school forward.
We will prepare each and every student to succeed and to be prepared for an ever changing
workplace, to be equipped with the skills and competencies to succeed. Our curriculum will underpin
our ethos of creativity, produce capable and confident young people and citizens where innovation
and mastering of the basics; reading, writing, communicating, mathematics and digital competency
are key.
Our vision continues to be; inspiration of learning, create an open culture, raise expectations,
recognise and celebrate success, of which there are many, and set clear boundaries.
To ensure our vision, our aim is to promote that everyone associated with Chepstow School shares
the inspiration, passion and belief that we can achieve and develop brilliant learners, just as our
school motto says “Inspiring Learners”.
We are committed to working with you, your family and community and aspire to be an outstanding
school in every way.
Finally, I want to acknowledge and thank Mrs Jo Lindley for her hard work and dedication. Mrs Lindley
has been an excellent leader and I am confident she will become an excellent future Headteacher.
I look forward in sharing with you many more successes at Chepstow School as we move into the
summer term and new academic year.

Matthew Sims
Headteacher

Young Enterprise
INTRODUCING BAM PRODUCTS
We are BAM: Bamboo And More. We are a team of thirteen Year 10 students who all have a passion for
business. Our team is participating in 'Young Enterprise', a registered charity whose goal is to motivate
young people to succeed in the changing world of work by equipping them with the work skills,
knowledge and confidence they need while also solving a growing problem within our society.
We have designed an eco-friendly bamboo travel cup which can be personalised. We chose to bring to
market a reusable and environmentally friendly product due to the amount of single use plastics
destroying our environment. By 2050, it is believed that there will be more plastic in the oceans than
fish, which is a terrifying prospect. We felt we needed to do what we could to help because something
clearly needs to change within our community.
You can help us move a step closer to reduce the volume of plastic within our oceans by
purchasing your own BAM travel mug. A personalised mug costs just £4.95, which includes an
engraved name and/or logo of your choice. To order our eco-friendly travel mug, please visit
Main Reception at Chepstow School.
You can contact us via email and stay up to date with the latest news via social media:
Email: bamproductschepstow@gmail.com
Twitter: bamproducts1
Facebook: bamproductsofficial
Instagram @bamproductschepstow
We look forward to hearing from you soon.
BAM: Bamboo and More!

Sporting Achievements
GYMNASTICS
Kestrel Gymnastics Club recently hosted the East Wales Schools Tumble and Vault Championships, where gymnasts from
primary and secondary schools across the region performed three different tumbles and two vaults.
In the U14 section, Erica Denby took 4th overall, in a really tough competition
In the U19 age group, it was a clean sweep for Chepstow as Georgie Davies took gold, Jessica Ham won silver and Clare John
brought home the bronze.
All 4 girls qualified to be part of the South East Area team in the Welsh finals on 8th March and will now go on to the British
finals in May. We wish the girls the Best of luck in the Summer Term!

(L-R) Georgie Davies, Jessica Ham, Erica Denby, Clare John

Year 7 Rugby Team

LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
Chepstow Leadership Academy have been very busy this term, getting involved in setting up a variety of events.
On 25th March 2019, Joe Rooney, a Gold Leader of the Leadership Academy ran a very successful after school Netball
tournament on the outdoor Netball courts at Chepstow School, which many parents and teachers attended. The event
included three of our cluster Primary schools; The Dell, Pembroke and St. Marys. Joe arranged for fellow leaders to referee
the games. The leaders who assisted were; Emma Hale, Lottie Jones and Chloe Whatley. This was another successful event
and it was thoroughly enjoyed by all participants.
On the 26th March 2019, there was a Cross Country event held at Chepstow Race Course where Primary Schools from all
across Monmouthshire took part. Our Leaders assisted in supporting races for Years 3- 6 by marshalling, ensuring children in
the races followed the course, gathering results and ensuring the safety of all participants. This was a very successful event
thanks to all the help and dedication of our Leadership Academy.

RUGBY
Last term we saw some strong performances from all of our Rugby teams. The Year 7’s, despite losing to a very
strong Caldicot team, showed plenty of positives in their performance and we are definitely looking forward to
seeing them develop.
The Year 9 and Year 8 rugby team made it to the semi-final of the Newport cup before being knocked out by
Caerleon (Year 9) and Caldicot (Year 8).
However, the Year 10 rugby team beat Caldicot school in a friendly, winning the bragging rights!

NETBALL
At the beginning of April, Chepstow Year 7 Netball Team played Caldicot. They won by a massive 24—2.
An excellent effort by all the girls who played. Da iawn!

School Trips
BERLIN
On Friday 15th February 2019, 36 students and 4 members of staff embarked on a five
day visit to Berlin and the First World War trenches. First stop in Berlin was the American
Check Point during the Cold War and a visit to the Check Point Charlie Museum. It was
truly amazing to see the ingenuous ways East Berliners tried to escape over the Wall. It
was here that we also had our compulsory trip photo! This year we had the opportunity
to visit the TV tower and marvel at the full view of the Berlin. We arrived here just as the
sun was setting and the view was picturesque.
Students also visited the House of Wannsee Conference and found it hard to fathom how
and why this beautiful house would be the site of the most horrific decision in
History; it was here that the Generals signed the Final Solution of the treatment of
the Jews. This was followed by a very sombre and thought provoking visit to
Sachenhausen Concentration camp just 60 miles away from the Capital. While in
Berlin we visited the Jewish Memorial, the site of Hitler’s bunker and his last resting
place, the Reichstag Building and the Brandenburg Gate. We finished off our tour of
Berlin with a visit to the Berlin Wall along the East gallery.
Our final day was spent in Belgium with a tour of the First World War battle sites.
The students visited Hill 62 and walked inside the trenches. We then headed to
Ypres and the Menin Gate. It was here that Will Shirley found the name of his
relative on the memorial to the fallen. After a quick stop in the famous chocolate
shops we visited Essex Farm cemetery to pay our respects. It was here that the
youngest soldier was buried; aged just 15! Our last stop was to Tyne Cot cemetery
where 12,000 soldiers are buried.
The students were an absolute credit to the school and their parents, and were a
pleasure to spend 5 days with. We thoroughly enjoyed taking them and playing
various quiz games on the bus to keep them and us entertained! Hopefully the
memories and experiences of this trip will remain forever.
Berlin trip over and out for 2019!

School Trips
DISNEYLAND PARIS
On Thursday 7th March, the Welsh Department embarked on their annual trip to Disneyland Paris to
attend the St David’s Welsh Weekend.
Over to our two Year 8 reporters, Daniel Keedwell and Madi Brews to share their experience:
We went to Paris in March with school. Everyone had an amazing time, we were even allowed to do our
own thing in designated areas and spend time with friends. We made new friends and it helped with
our relationships in school.
It was a really efficient trip and run really well. The teachers were fun to be with but Mr Dunbar is a bit
mad wearing shorts in the winter.

We had a lot of time to explore.
On the first day we went around
Paris and saw the Eiffel tower as
well as many other monuments.
Some people were nervous
about going into Paris because it
is a very busy place, however
the teachers made sure we
were safe and having as much
fun as possible. Afterwards, we
went on a boat tour and had a
chance to see The Louvre and
Notre Dame. When we were on
the boat we saw filming on the
side of the River Seine, the
actors waved at us.
We also visited the
art museum, we saw lots of art
– it was really interesting.
The hotel was really nice. We
had time to settle in and get our
rooms sorted. We ate at the
hotel – it was a buffet with so
much choice, we loved it.

The following day, we went to Disney to see the
Welsh Festival. We were surprised to see so many
Welsh people there. There was singing, a parade, and
food. We were allowed to go on all the rides with our
friends, but we knew if we had a problem the
teachers were there for us. I went on Space
Mountain 5 times!!
We ate in the Disney village , then ran to see the
fireworks. They were really, really good! I loved them.
The next day after the best breakfast, we went to
Disney again, and this time we got to go on the Tower
of Terror. OMG it was scary, they knew my name!
Then I realised it was on my hoody!! We ate in Planet
Hollywood which was fantastic and looked really
cool.
We had a long journey home, but we didn’t mind
because we were with our friends.
The worst part of the whole trip was the ferry home;
spew-tastic!! Even Mrs Melbourne suffered from the
big waves and rough waters.
We arrived back at school on Monday and relaxed
ready to come to school on Tuesday Morning. All in
all, it was an amazing experience, it was really cool.
(Written by Daniel Keedwell & Madi Brews—Year 8)

Can we go
again please?

School Trips
MADRID
Over February half-term the Languages department took 39 students from the GCSE
Spanish classes in Years 9-11 to Madrid. This provided an excellent opportunity for all to
practise their spoken Spanish ahead of oral exams, and also to immerse themselves in
the culture of Spain. We were blessed with exceptional weather for the whole week, lots
of sunshine and dry weather.
Highlights of the week included: two three-hour language lessons, a two hour flamenco
lesson, a guided tapas tour, visits to the Prado and Reina Sofía art galleries, Retiro Park,
Plaza Mayor, Palacio Real and chocolate con churros. We finished with a visit to the
impressive Santiago Bernabéu, home of Real Madrid, on our final day.
The visit was an amazing success, thanks in no small part to the impeccable
behaviour and attitude of all the students and also the hard work and dedication of
Señor Bringhurst, Señor Walsh, Señorita Martínez y Señorita Blake.

Muchas gracias a todos.

School Trips
VALENCIA

On Saturday 13th April, 36 students and 4 members of staff flew out to Valencia to
take part in a 5 day tour which involved training, watching Valencia CF and a few
days at the city centre and beach. The students stayed in a hotel that neighboured
Valencia CF’s training ground, which was a simple walk each morning. Students
were coached during training by the Valencia CF youth academy coaches. The
training was different to what the students were expecting with a real focus on
passing and the movement of the ball. Goalkeepers were catered for by the reserve
and under 19 goalkeeping coach. It was a fantastic opportunity, and we were very
lucky to observe and use the facilities that professional footballers use every day.
The students spent their free time exploring Valencia City Centre, spending an
afternoon on the beach and an evening watching Valencia vs. Levante, which
resulted in a 3-1 victory to Valencia.

Students also spent an afternoon exploring the Mestalla stadium where they were given
an inspirational team talk in the home team dressing room from Mr Parkin and Mr Walsh.
The students finished their tour with a competitive fixture against local Spanish opposition
who proved extremely strong and certainly played football in what is known as “the right
way” by passing and moving with speed and precision. Both fixtures ended in a loss but
students will certainly take back the knowledge and skills of what would be required to
make it in the professional game.
The students conducted themselves throughout the tour brilliantly and were a credit to
the school. Special mentions need to go to Hynek Kubisc (Year 10) and Catrin SutherlandWatkins (Year 10) who seemed to make a good impression on the Valencia coaches. Both
were said to be very talented footballers and have real potential. Also, a big thank you to
the members of staff who came on the trip during their Easter breaks (Mr Parkin, Mr
Walsh, Miss Hands and Miss Martinez).

Charitable Contributions
CLIC SERGEANT AND THE LITTLE PRINCESS TRUST
At the end of January, Mrs Wilks had her hair cut to raise money for CLIC Sargent and The
Little Princess Trust. Mrs Wilks raised an incredible £412 and the hair that she had cut off
was sent to the Little Princess Trust to be used to make wigs for children.
A very well done to Imogen Hall (Year 12) who also donated her hair to this worthy
cause.

EASTER EGG APPEAL
One of our student charity ambassadors, Noah Herniman has once again given his all for
his ‘Make a Child Smile’ Campaign. Noah works tirelessly to raise awareness and funds
for those who need support. This year he collected an outstanding 560 Easter eggs to
donate to 3 local charities; Newport Women's Aid, Serrennu Children’s Centre and
Llamau. Thank you to all those who contributed and once again, a huge well done to
Noah for his tireless efforts.

NON UNIFORM DAY
On the last day of the Spring term, our Year 8 charity superstar, Noah Herniman
struck again by persuading Mrs Lindley to have a non-uniform day in aid of Cancer
Research Wales.
In Noah’s own words, "I would like us to raise money for Cancer Research because
my Aunt has cancer. Cancer is a bully that should be stopped."
Thanks to your continued support, we raised over £420 for this worthy cause.

Expressive Arts
EXPRESSIVE ARTS CLUSTER PROJECT
Our Expressive Arts MAT Students have been busy this term working with our Cluster
Primaries in preparation for the Eurovision Showcase Evening, scheduled for Thursday
27th June 2019.
Students from Year 5, 6 and 7 across six different schools in the locality have been
working together to create a musical celebration of inclusivity, diversity and languages in
true Eurovision style.
We look forward to seeing
the result of all their hard
work and efforts in the
Summer Term.

SPRING CONCERT
On Wednesday 20th March, students from Year 7 to 11 took part in a Spring showcase entitled ‘A Night At The
Movies’. The Arts Hall was decorated in true movie style with a red carpet leading the audience to their seats.
The school instrumental groups performed a variety of musical genres from various movies. Our Orchestra
played ‘Star Wars’ and ‘Mission Impossible’. Our Choir sang Hallelujah’ from Shrek. The Year 8 band performed a
beautiful rendition of ‘Skyfall’ and ‘As long as I love you’, and our Year 10 band raised the roof with a crowd
pleasing Queen Medley.
The concert was held to support the Girl Guide Association with their Book Bus Project in Zambia. Despite the
entry being free, the concert raised an impressive £130.63 to support this worthwhile project.
A big thank you to all the students and parents for supporting the Music Department, making nights like these
possible.

Literacy
WORLD BOOK DAY
World Book Day took place on Thursday 7th March 2019. The theme this year was “Share
a Story”.
Staff and students were invited to dress up as their favourite book characters and they
did not disappoint. Gracing our corridors were characters from The Handmaid’s Tale, The
Cat in the Hat, Mary Poppins, Charlie and Chocolate Factory, Fantastic Mr Fox, Harry
Potter and even a visit from 007 himself—Mr James Bond!
During form time, students took part in a literature quiz and a ‘book tasting’ session.
In English lessons, students were given the opportunity to read 6 different extracts
from new books, and then invited to discuss in groups and make notes.
Many thanks to all who got involved.

Student Leaders
DUKE OF YORK ‘DIGITAL’ AWARD
The Duke of York Inspiring Digital Enterprise Award (iDEA) is an international programme that helps learners
develop their digital, enterprise and employability skills for free through a series of online challenges.
We are really proud of the following Year 10 students who have all achieved their Bronze Duke of York ‘Digital’
award:


Catrin Sutherland-Watkins



Ellie Ward



Toby Garland



Owen Corfield



Matthew Jenkins

YOUTH STRIKE 4 CLIMATE
We are very proud that students from our school are standing up and positively getting involved
with global issues. A number of our students joined 1200 other students on Friday 15th March at
College Green in Bristol to protest and raise awareness for the consequences of climate change.
The turnout was amazing with all involved showing great energy and passion for the cause
through painted signs and chants.

Extra-curricular
CHESS AND PROBLEM SOLVING
At the beginning of April, our chess and problem solving team travelled to Imperial College, London to take part
in the UK Finals to great success.
TEAM PROBLEM SOLVING
Ten teams gathered from all parts of the country, for the final of this increasingly popular competition. The early
part of the day was taken up with an informative talk from Professor Jonathan Mestel who held all the players
attention with two apparently simple positions which showed a variety of threats and themes with under
promotions and apparently senseless material sacrifices. Illustrating the need for thorough and methodical study
of even the most innocuous and innocent looking position.
The reigning champions Judd School arrived with a
strong team, determined to defend their title. The
fight for second place was exciting, with Sevenoaks
entering the final round narrowly ahead of
Chepstow, who produced an impressive set of
solutions to the mixed round and made the Silver
medals their own. The results were as follows —
1st – The Judd School 73/ 75
2nd – Chepstow 63
3rd – Sevenoaks 59
TEAM CHESS CHALLENGE
Fourteen teams contested the Final of the Team
Chess Challenge, now in its sixth year. The idea is
that many schools can field a team of only four chess
players and the rapidplay time limit (ten minutes per
player plus a two second increment) means that
exciting, fast chess is guaranteed and five rounds can
be accommodated in about three hours. The Swiss
format also means that teams find their own level
and many matches are closely contested; the Final is
decided by game points (rather than match points)
so every game counts and the contribution of the
lower boards is just as important as that of the
stronger players.
Chepstow School came in 8th place against
predominantly Independent school competition. Just
3.5 game points separated ten of the fourteen teams
which emphasises how closely the event was fought.

Expressive Arts
ULTRA LIFE ANTI-DRUG AWARENESS
A small group of Year 7 girls spent all winter rehearsing an anti-drugs dance which they performed
to their whole Year group in an extended assembly mid February. The group of seven hard working
girls received time credits in exchange for all their efforts to raise awareness on this important
subject.

The girls were supported by Lisa Osmond, from Gwent N-Gage—Young Persons Substance Misuse
Service. Lisa came out every week to teach the dance and support the girls with the performance.
Lisa is part of a team working Gwent wide with young people under 18 and their families addressing
substance misuse issues. Offering one to one specialist support for young people and their families
in order to increase their understanding and enable them to cope with substance use of a young
person. The team work with other professionals from mental health services, schools, family teams
and activity workers. Lisa’s role in the service encompasses training, both for professionals
and young people who may wish to go on and become a peer mentor.
A big thank you to Ms Miller and Miss Williams for allowing the girls to rehearse every
Wednesday lunchtime in their teaching room.

Year 7 Ultra Life Production
Catlin Oliver, Melissa Atkinson, Menna Christie, Izzie Vigus, Olivia Bird, Ella Lye, Jasmine Chadd

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SUMMER TERM 2018-19
Start of Summer 2019 examinations Tuesday 7th May 2019
Pre Core Exam Breakfast Tuesday 7th May 2019, 8.15am

ASD Parents Meeting Wednesday 8th May 2019, 9.30am
Pre Core Exam Breakfast Thursday 9th May 2019, 8.15am
Pre Core Exam Breakfast Thursday 16th May 2019, 8.15am
Pre Core Exam Breakfast Tuesday 21st May 2019, 8.15am
Monday 27th May—Friday 31st May 2019 HALF TERM
Pre Core Exam Breakfast Tuesday 4th June 2019, 8.15am
Pre Core Exam Breakfast Thursday 6th June 2019, 8.15am
Pre Core Exam Breakfast Friday 7th June 2019, 8.15am
Pre Core Exam Breakfast Wednesday 12th June 2019, 8.15am
Pre Core Exam Breakfast Friday 14th June 2019, 8.15am
Year 13 Prom Friday 14th June 2019, 7pm
Sports Day Wednesday 19th June 2019
Cluster Sports Day Monday 24th June 2019
Expressive Arts MAT Showcase Evening Thursday 27th June 2019, 5pm
Year 11 Prom Friday 28th June 2019, 6pm
Year 12 Induction Monday 1st July - Wednesday 3rd July 2019
ASD Parents Meeting Tuesday 9th July 2019, 9.30am
Parent Forum Wednesday 10th July 2019, 9.15am
Sports Personality of the Year Awards Monday 15th July 2019, 6.45pm
INSET DAY Monday 22nd July 2019
Monday 22nd July—Friday 30th August 2019 SUMMER HOLIDAYS
A Level Results Day Thursday 15th August 2019
GCSE Results Day Thursday 22nd August 2019
Sixth Form Enrolment Day Friday 23rd August 2019

