
Edition 1 

SY 2018-19 

Autumn Term 



A Message from our Head 
Welcome to our first Celebration Magazine which highlights the achievements and successes of the Autumn Term.  

At the end of last term we held our inaugural festive celebration assemblies where we celebrated the events of the 

term, and recognised our students who had excellent attendance and consistently demonstrated that they were 

ambassadors for Ready, Respect, Safe. Our House Leaders held a Christmas song competition which was a raucous 

affair and dominated by Usk House at both KS3 and KS4.  It was a fine way to mark the end of term and say a fond 

farewell to Mr Coady with all staff and students participating in the sing-a-long. 

We now turn to the Spring Term which is going to be a very busy time for all students but especially those 

embarking on the final exam preparation.  Our Y11 students have just received their mock exam results and are 

working with their teachers to identify their strengths and weaknesses to support improvements for the summer 

exams.  The Y8 students will be making their option choices this term and our Y13 students are steadily receiving 

their University offers. 

You may be aware that the Welsh Government is launching a new curriculum to become effective in 2022.  

Although it seems a long way into the future, preparations are already underway to embed the core principles 

known as the four purposes.  I believe that the vision contained within these four purposes should be the ambition 

for all children – not just for those educated in Wales and I think you will agree.  The four purposes anticipate that 

all students will be: 

Ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives 

Enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work 

Ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world 

Healthy, confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. 

With these in mind, I delivered assemblies at the start of term to introduce these and tentatively link them to our 

priorities as a school for this term. I would be grateful if you could support the four priorities by discussing these at 

home.  The students are now aware that the focus is on students to: 

Know their target grade, current grade and how to improve 

Produce and hand in their best piece of work 

Show respect by being courteous, considerate, co-operative and conscientious at all times – I have discussed the 

importance of this happening in and out of lessons including on the way to and from school 

Play an active role in the school community 

I feel incredibly privileged to be the Acting Head for the next term and I am committed to maintaining our Ready, 

Respect, Safe culture, supporting students to make excellent progress and driving necessary improvements to 

prepare our students to be the best that they can be.  I am working closely with our new substantive Head, Mr 

Simms to ensure his smooth transition into the summer term. If you would like to discuss any aspect of the school, 

please join our next parent forum on Wednesday 13th February.  If this is not convenient, feel free to make an 

appointment to meet with me.   

I wish you all a happy and successful 2019. 

Best wishes 

 

 

Jo Lindley 

Acting Headteacher 



Charitable Contributions 

Our Head Students’ launched their ‘Sock it to Homelessness’ charity campaign in December 2018. This encouraged 
students to make donations in exchange for wearing Christmas socks and painting messages of hope on their very 
own square of fabric for those vulnerable to homelessness at this time of year. These squares were then compiled 
to make an amazing piece of artwork to show our support as a School. All proceeds went to Llamau, a charity which 
supports vulnerable young people and women, and we are delighted to have raised £106 for them.  
 

Following all their hand work, our Head Students, and some of our Year 10 Student Senedd reps, were humbled to 
be introduced to former Chepstow School student, Fay Coles.  Fay visited us as an ambassador for Llamau and 
came in to thank the School for the hard work and donations collected. She explained the kind of impact that such 
donations have on the service users of Llamau.   
 

Fay shared with us her own personal story of life in care, and on the streets, as a vulnerable young person with a 
young child of her own.  Her story of strength and resilience was inspirational, and we were proud to have met Fay 
at our school, many years since she left, unexpectedly, at the age of 16.  Fay found the fortitude to overcome her 

SOCK IT TO HOMELESSNESS 

barriers, and is now a successful member of staff at the Wales Millennium Centre, specialising in security.  She is 
rightly, immensely proud of her achievements, and to hear them brought tears to the eyes of our students, who 
gained a real insight into the importance of community and charity, and how the lives of those less fortunate are 
supported by Llamau.   
 

We are delighted to have chosen the charity, who provide shelter, food, clothing and medical care, as well as 
counselling and educational support, amongst other services, to its users.  We intend to keep the momentum going, 
fostering in our own students a sense of pride, community, respect and empathy, over the coming months. 



Charitable Contributions 

Following the amazing work of the invisible army in the 
preceding summer term, we received a visit in 
September from Linda James MBE, Founder of the 
Bullies Out Charity. It was an honour to be able to 
present them with a cheque for £442.35.  

A special congratulations to Noah Herniman for his 
tenacity and dedication in securing lots of brilliant 
prizes for the raffle and organising the cake sale. 

BULLIES OUT 

In November, the Chepstow and 
District Rotary Club delivered 120 
empty shoeboxes to the school 
which were distributed across our 
37 Tutor groups and various 
curriculum areas.  
 

Originally started by North West 
Rotary clubs in 1994, the Rotary 
Shoebox Scheme was then 
intended to provide children of Iasi, 

ROTARY SHOEBOX SCHEME 

in north-east Romania with 
Christmas gifts. Since then, the 
scheme has become a national 
project supported not only by Rotary 
clubs but also by individuals, schools, 
companies, churches, Inner Wheel, 
Rotaract & Interact etc.  
 

Gifts are now sent out throughout 
the year to many different countries 
in Central and Eastern Europe. Toys 
are especially useful all year round 
for Birthday presents in the 
Orphanages, Homes and Hospitals. 
All age groups, including teenagers, 
have welcomed the boxes. They have 
delivered to children and teenagers 
in orphanages, hospitals and also to 
street kids. To Adults in TB and AIDS 
hospitals. To disadvantaged families 
and to women’s refuges. To older 
folk in hostels with no supporting 
families. 
 

Participating schools in the Chepstow 
area collected a total of 414 boxes, 
which are now en-route to Eastern 
Europe. Over the past 20 years, 
Rotary has delivered well over one 
millions shoeboxes to children and 
families in real need.  
 

A huge thank you to all who donated. 



On Friday 28th September, we held an extremely successful coffee morning in aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Support, raising over £240. Thank you to all those involved in making the event happen 
and also to those who bought cakes to support this extremely worthy cause.  

 

WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING 2018 

During December, we embarked on a massive house challenge to collect for the Chepstow Food 
bank. The food bank provide three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency food and support to 
local people who are referred to them in crisis. They are part of a nationwide network of 
foodbanks, supported by The Trussell Trust, working to combat poverty and hunger across the 
UK. 
Every form contributed and really pulled together—a massive thank you from House champions 
for this.  
In addition four of our dedicated students went down to Tesco for the day to volunteer for the 
food bank and help with their donations stand. Thank you to Filip Chitnis, Rhiannon Bringhurst, 
William Bringhurst, Will Griffiths Burden for all your hard work. 

CHEPSTOW FOOD BANK 



Sporting Achievements 

Year 9 football team are through to 

the Quarter Final of the Newport 

Schools Cup and will play Caldicot 

after Christmas. Our Seniors team 

are also through to the Semi-Finals 

of the Newport Schools Cup where 

we will face either Caldicot or St 

Josephs. 

FOOTBALL 

Tamsin Edwards won four golds  

and a bronze medal in her  

regional swimming competition. 

SWIMMING 

All of our hockey teams have been training every week 

since September in their relevant age groups. We have 

had a very strong turn out each week, especially from 

the U14 squad. The U14 teams have had a variety of 

games v Wyedean both 11 a side and 7 a side and 

have had more wins than anything else. It is great to 

see both the boys and girls playing on the same team 

and bossing the opposition. The U12 teams have 

played Wyedean and were the stronger of the two 

HOCKEY 

During November, 3 of our students, 

Jessica Ham, Erica Denby and Georgie 

Davies formed part of Kestrel’s Team 

competing in the Gym Stars Artistic 

International Competition in Malta. 

They returned with a friendship trophy, 

and Jessica was absolutely delighted to win 

Gold on Vault, Bronze on Bars and Silver 

overall in the 13-15 years section.  

Georgie won a bronze medal in the vault. 

She came 7th overall all in her category. 

An amazing achievement—well done girls!  

GYMNASTICS 

teams. Miss Urch hopes to get more fixtures in the 

Spring term and we hope that Year 7 and 8 can 

recruit a few more players. 



Our Sports Ambassadors were very busy last term. Joe Rooney and Eleri Davies are the Gold 

Ambassadors for Monmouthshire. Back in summer 2017 they applied and interviewed to be part of the 

National steering group for young ambassadors across Wales. Youth Sport Trust and Sport Wales run 

this program and it has been in place for a number of years. Each year they host a Gold ambassador 

conference at Cardiff City Stadium for ambassadors from across Wales to come together gain new skills 

and share good practice. Before the conference, Eleri and Joe had attended workshops along with other 

ambassadors from across Wales to organise the content and program for the conference. They devised 

the workshops, presentations and activities that the ambassadors and officers would complete. Eleri 

had a leading role on one of the workshops and greeted leaders as they arrived. Joe closed the 

ceremony and thanked everyone for attending. These two pupils are excellent roles models and are 

inspiring the next generation of leaders in Monmouthshire and across Wales. 

 SPORTS AMBASSADORS 

The cross country team had a 
fantastic start to the year especially 
KS3 with the numbers attending and 
the results coming through. Our 
Year 8/9 boys team have been the 
stand out group this year and have 
had some outstanding finishes with 
Tom Weeks (Year 8) finishing 2nd, 
12th and 7th and Kayd Dean finishing 
3rd and 14th out of around 80 

CROSS COUNTRY 

competitors for each race. Although the Boys team have had a fantastic season there stills needs 
to be special mentions for Morgan Stones, Tom Davies, Arran Trott, Helena Green, Madison 
Brews, Seren James, Will Griffiths Burdon who have strung together a series of good results and 
have done themselves and the school proud. 

The Year 7 Rugby team had their first match 

on Tuesday 25th September, playing away 

to St Julian’s. Unfortunately the team of 

only 9 represented the school exceptionally 

well but were not victorious on this 

occasion. Despite this, they played well and 

there is great potential for the future. Well 

done to man of the match Jack Hope-Bell 

who proved fierce in attack with some great tackling.  

RUGBY 



Literacy Achievements 

130 Key Stage 3 students were entered into the ‘Mitcheldean Festival 
– Young Poets’ Competition’. This is a terrific achievement in itself, to 
have so many entries of high-quality poetry. In the 12 year old age 
group these were awarded to: Jessica Elliott, ‘The Seasons’; Ella 
Clayton, ‘Social Standards’; Adeline Elliot, ‘Anxiety’; and Grace 
Keown, ‘Dog Walkers’. Well done to all of these students for 
producing such fantastic poetry.  

YOUNG POETS COMPETITION 

Following on from the success of David McIntosh’s poem, 

‘Death’, at the Mitcheldean Festival in the summer, we are 

delighted to hear that he has been has been chosen as one of 

five finalists in The Poetry Games! We are thrilled with this 

achievement and extremely proud of David for getting this 

far. 

THE POETRY GAMES 

Year 7 had a fantastic day 

celebrating Roald Dahl 

Day. Many students 

dressed up and our school 

was full of Dahl-inspired 

characters, from Willy 

Wonka, Miss Honey, and 

even the Golden Ticket! 

ROALD DAHL DAY 

The day was rounded off 

with a Matilda-inspired 

lesson. 



Expressive Arts 

Last term we saw the launch of numerous expressive Arts clubs run by our expressive arts Ambassadors 

allowing our students to explore different interests. Our ambassadors have done a wonderful job so far 

and we look forward to seeing what this term brings. 

AMBASSADORS 

In addition, we launched our Expressive Arts MAT student project last term. This will see our Year 7 

Expressive Arts MAT students work with our cluster Primaries as well as other students within the 

School to create a final showcase evening to be held during the summer term. In addition to this they 

have begun looking at raising aspirations and researching possible future pathways. 

As part of this process, the students have decided to make a documentary of the progress they make 

each week in the process of putting the performance together. We are really excited to see what they 

create. 

MAT STUDENT PROJECT 



Extra-curricular 

Chepstow School Chess Team were the winners of the Welsh Secondary School Chess 

Championships, beating hot favourites St John’s College, a private school in Cardiff.  

Chepstow was the only school in Wales to enter two teams into the tournament. Our “A” team 

of Madeleine Smith, David McIntosh, Rachel McIntosh and George Smith won the competition 

but our “B” team of Neil Stevenson, Sam Goodfellow, Harrison Postans and Steffan Griffiths also 

did brilliantly well and came in 4th. 

In a crunch match between the best two teams, Chepstow A beat St John’s by 2.5 points to 1.5 

to clinch the title for the first time.  

This is a great achievement for the team, especially as they were not top seeds. Note they were 

3rd in 2017 and 2nd in 2016 so they are very pleased to have finally become champions.  

CHESS TEAM 



Student Wellbeing 

In the first week of October 2018, Year 7 began their 
kindness campaign with a surprise assembly for Ms Miller, 
their fantastic Year Leader. To start off their random acts 
of kindness, Year 7 students plotted with Ms Thomas to 
make pledges for respect and kindness during their English 
lessons, following a debate of ways in which we can all 
model these values in our school and in our community.  
At the end of the day, Ms Miller was asked to come to the 
hall, and the whole of the year group greeted her with 
#teammsmiller jars for her to collect their individual 
pledges. She was very surprised, very happy and just a 
little bit tearful, in the beautiful kind of way, and everyone 
left for the weekend feeling good to have considered showing respect and kind words to others.  

YEAR 7 KINDNESS CAMPAIGN 

On 10th October 2018, our Head Student team responsible for 
wellbeing, staged a cake sale and signposting service to raise 
awareness for World Mental Health Day. This was supported by 
Monmouthshire Youth Service, who came along to offer a listening 
ear, and to notify students of services in the local area they can access. 
We are proud of our students’ organisation of this important event, 
and they are planning to host an ‘Are you ok?’ day each month moving 
forward, ensuring everyone’s wellbeing is looked after.  

Our Equalities team are also working hard on celebrations of Black 
History Month, as well as time-lining other national equalities events 
for us to celebrate. This is in addition to our 6th formers mentoring 

WELLBEING EVENTS 

Year 7 students in need of a ‘buddy’, leading literacy support schemes 
and working with the Senedd’s feedback on how to improve our 
school. Currently, the Head Students are creating feedback forms to 
capture student opinions and will then convene with the Year Councils 
to move relevant suggestions forward. Student leadership really is all 
fired up and ready to go at Chepstow School! Watch this space! 

Following on from the fundraising activities, which we did prior to 
summer holidays, we were extremely lucky to have a session of Peer 
to Peer training for students provided and paid for by Bullies Out. 
Over 40 students from Y7 to Y13 have all received training. They have 
all received information on applying to be Ambassadors for Bullies 
Out. This is well-deserved and a real credit to them as individuals and 
as a group. 

This was then followed by Ms Miller’s launch of a #payitforward kindness assembly, which will map the year group’s kind 
acts to one another. We cannot wait to see them very soon!  



SPRING TERM 2018-19 
Monday 21st January 2019 Cake Sale in aid of The Samaritans 

Thursday 24th January 2019 Criminology Trip—Shepton Mallet Prison 

 Sixth Form Parents Evening 

Tuesday 5th February Year 8 Options Evening 

Thursday 7th February 2019 Year 7 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 13th February 2019 Parent Forum 

Friday 15th—Tuesday 19th February 2019 Berlin Trip 

Monday 25th February— 

Friday 1st March 2019  
HALF TERM 

Monday 25th February— 

Friday 1st March 2019  
Madrid Trip 

Thursday 7th March 2019 World Book Day 

Thursday 7th—Monday 11th March 2019 Disney Trip—Welsh Department 

Thursday 21st March 2019 Spring Concert—Arts Hall 

Friday 29th March 2019 
Year 9 School Leavers Vaccinations & 

MENACWY 

Wednesday 10th April 2019 UCAS Convention, Cardiff 

Saturday 13th —Thursday 18th April 2019 Valencia Trip 

Monday 15th April— 

Friday 26th April 2019 
EASTER HOLIDAYS 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 


