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A Message from our Head 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope when this magazine is published, we can see clear signs that winter is over and spring is 
upon us. As ever, this celebratory magazine is packed with exciting activities undertaken by  pupils 
in all key stages, many of whom showcase the curriculum outside of the classroom.  
 
With over 65% of the academic year already over, we are working hard to ensure pupil outcomes 
are as strong as they can be for every learner as we continue to improve aspects of school across a 
range of key areas.   
 
My pleasure continues in working with our staff and our young people.  Wellbeing continues to be 
at the heart of every offer in the school and I am pleased to describe the school as a calm, 
purposeful and engaging place to work and learn, where children are challenged to excel and fulfil 
their potential and staff are challenged to develop their pedagogy. 
 
To this end, we are proud to launch our student values as part of the Chepstow Charter. Our 
Student Union has been working together since last summer term to establish a set of guiding 
principles which we feel exemplifies staff,  students, parents and the Chepstow Community. These 
include; Positivity, Perseverance, Ambition, Curiosity and Equity. We will use these dynamic values 
to shape the integrity of our school moving forward. Please see the following linked presentation:  
https://prezi.com/view/RbTVihZldqv2UCz09rEx/. Members of our Student Union will write to you 
early next term. They will explain how they expect the school to express these values. 
 
One important area is our level of communication with you, which, we accept, can be 
improved.  At Chepstow, your children are involved in hundreds of successes which we love to 
share and rejoice in.  I encourage you to follow the school’s Twitter Page that is linked to our web 
page and join us in sharing your children’s successes.  This is our fastest method of sharing the 
good work and engaging experiences that our children are involved in. 
 
Thank you to the parents who have provided me with positive, critical feedback in order to ensure 
that the school continues to improve. One recent concern from you has been the level of staff 
absences in certain subject areas, where, unfortunately, staff have been unwell. It is difficult for 
schools to cover at short notice, however, we work tirelessly with supply agencies and in some 
cases ex-colleagues, to ensure that highly qualified staff deliver purposeful learning experiences.    
 
This is the business end of formal education for our sixth form and year 11, who are quickly 
approaching their final examinations.  We will continue to work closely with you and your children 
to support them through this crucial time. We also look forward to national testing for Key stage 3 
pupils, which begins in May.   
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Matthew Sims 
Headteacher 

https://prezi.com/view/RbTVihZldqv2UCz09rEx/




Charitable Contributions 

Movember was a fantastic success in school this year, raising just over £1400 for the 
charity. Pupils were able to fundraise through the use of the Movember app. where they 
were asked to complete a distance of 60km over the course of the month and attempt to 
raise as much money as possible. Jack Delargy, Jack Geer, Rhys Beard and Corinne Jones 
were all stand out students for their contribution over the course of the month. Staff also 
took part in a set of sporting fixtures against the year 11 sports teams where football, 
basketball, netball and touch rugby were played. The games were conducted in an 
excellent manner and both staff and students put on a fantastic show for the spectators  
during lunch times.  

MOVEMBER 





Charitable Contributions 

Pupils from our Invisible Army organised 
a cake sale. Thanks to all who donated 
cakes. We raised an amazing £166 for the 
charity.  

BULLIES OUT 

Once again, a massive thank you to all pupils, parents and staff who supported Children in Need 2019. 
The school raised a massive £707.30.  

Since its inception in 1980, BBC Children in Need has raised over £1 billion for charity, with all the 
money raised helping to support disadvantaged children and young people across the UK. 

 

CHILDREN IN NEED 



Well done to Ethan Body, Year 8 and his younger 
brother. Every year, the dedicated duo raise money for 
Velindre as it is a hospital and charity that is very close to 
their hearts.   

VELINDRE CANCER CENTRE 

They fundraise by growing their own pumpkins and then 
selling them for Halloween and also do bucket collections 
at their local garden centre, this year being no exception 
(pictured right). 

It would seem that fundraising for this worthy cause is a 
family affair as their Dad has also taken part in several 
gruelling bike rides for the charity, cycling across the 
Rockies and also cycling from Boston to New York in 6 
days to name just two.  

Students and staff made a variety of 
scary spooky treats which were sold 
to raise funds for a sensory room 
within our student support centre.  

We raised a total of £340 on the 
day! 

SPOOKY HALLOWEEN SALE 



Sporting Achievements 

This year saw the introduction of our Varsity competition. This is a series of competitions between 

Chepstow, Caldicot and Wydean schools. Across the year there will be fixtures in Rugby, Football, 

Netball, Hockey and Athletics. There were two varsity events during the last term and we played 16 

fixtures across the two events. We are proud that Chepstow have won 11 out of the 16 fixtures played , 

an outstanding set of results! The next Varsity event will be held in Chepstow in February. 

 VARISTY 

The start of last term was a busy time for our Cross Country teams who competed in 4 events 

including the Country Championships. All the pupils who competed were fantastic but a special 

mention needs to go to the following pupils who all managed top 10 finishes. Emily Walker, Tom 

Weeks, Kate Oxenham, Aaron Trott, Will Griffith-Burdon and Tom Davies. Tom Weeks won the 

year 9 League and Emily Walker finished 2nd in the year 7 league. An outstanding achievement. 

In addition, the year 8 & 9 boys team also won the team event. The Welsh School Cross country 

CROSS   COUNTRY 

The Autumn/Spring term has been busy and successful for all our sports teams. We have had fixtures in a 

number of different sports and a large number of pupils have represented the school. We are incredibly 

proud of them all. A few of the highlights include: 

Our netball teams have been busy. Year 11 have played a number of fixtures, including  matches 

against the staff and they remain undefeated. They have a brilliant work ethic and are 

committed to training. Year 8, 9 and 10 are all competing in South East Wales leagues. They 

have had a number of league and friendly matches and have been successful with  several wins 

and the odd loss too. It is great to see so many pupils at Netball club and there are lots more 

fixtures to be played between now and the end of the league season with top of the league 

positions still up for grabs for each team. Year 7 have had a large turnout for training and have 

NETBALL 

shown commitment each week. They have played against Caldicot and Wydean with one win 

and one loss. There are lots of fixtures to play between now and Easter and we look forward to 

them playing in the leagues when they are in year 8. 

championships is to be held on March 11th  and we are hopeful that  some of our brilliant 

runners will be chosen. 



The indoor season has only just started but we have 

already seen success for Christina Griffiths who is the U17 

East Wales LJ and 60m Hurdles champion. The start of 

another successful season to come, no doubt. 

 ATHLETICS 

Our football teams have been extremely busy over the autumn term 

with some outstanding performances coming from the seniors who 

had a fantastic run in the Welsh Cup. They made the Final of the 

South East Region before losing to Llanwern in a tightly contested 

game. This team have also made the Semi Final of the Newport Cup 

and we are waiting on an 

opponent to be decided. We have 

had over 60 students from KS3 

turning up to training on a regular 

basis and their attitude and work 

ethic has been fantastic. They have 

FOOTBALL 

In October, Erica Denby,in Year 9, competed in the South 

East Wales gymnastics competition.  

Erica did herself and the school proud, achieving 4th 

place on the bars, 6th place on the beam and a bronze 

medal as part of the Kestrel Gymnastics team.  

GYMNASTICS 

The U15 Hockey team 

drew 1:1 against 

Wyedean on Monday 

21st October 2019.  

(pictured below) 

HOCKEY 

demonstrated a brilliant mentality 

in all the fixtures they have played 

and continue to improve each 

year .  



Sporting Achievements 

The sporting highlight of the Autumn Term was hosting Benoni High School from South 

Africa. The touring side were welcomed by our students and staff in September 2019. 

After lunch was provided, ‘Benoni High’ and our senior team took to the field in what can 

only be described as a David vs. Goliath matchup.  

Chepstow School First XV kept making tackle after tackle with the visitors using their big 

runners to try and break over the gain line. Rhys Swain gave a 

RUGBY—BENONI HIGH VISIT 

stand out performance, ensuring they did not do so. 

Unfortunately , Rhys had to come off the pitch due to 

injury.  

Our only try of the game came from Year 11, Morgan 

Burrett. Our visitors were victorious in the match. 

It was amazing to see the team being cheered on by fellow 

students, staff and parents in what was an unforgettable 

day. The PE department are extremely grateful for all the 

support received to allow magical moments like these take 

place.  





School Trips 

Our Social Science students had a fantastic opportunity to visit the University of South Wales open day, 
where they were able to explore the different courses offered in Forensics. 

They were fully immersed into University life and attended a lecture on ‘Forensic Science’ to give them 
an insight into the requirements for the course.  They were told about the different roles involved in 
criminal investigations as well as the different techniques that can be used.  Many of the lecturers 
discussed their specialist subjects and the variety of branches that students can study such as: forensic 
chemistry, forensic biology, anthropology, fire investigation and toxicology. 

 

 

FORENSIC TRIP—CARDIFF UNIVERSITY  

Students were then given a tour of the laboratories  
where evidence is processed from criminal 
investigations such as the use of blood samples, trace 
evidence and finger prints  etc.  They went on to see 
the Forensic House where a mock up crime scene of an 
arson attack had been set up. This included a dummy of 
a dead body that students could examine and other 
evidence that could be collected from the scene. 



32 Criminology and Social Science students visited Shepton Mallet Prison. They were processed as prisoners, 

placed in the holding cells and instructed to hand over personal items such as mobile phones and bags. In silence 

they were lined up in the courtyard and taken in groups of 4 into prison cells.  Students had to answer cryptic 

questions and find the anagram in order to escape the cell! 

Following this, we had a tour of the prison, looking at the historical areas. The prison guides also showed us 

where the last people to be killed by capital punishment are buried and when they can be removed (if agreed in 

2026). The prison is said to be haunted which made some areas extremely eerie!   

The ‘hard labour’ yard was gruelling and showed how tough and punishing prisons used to be compared to the 

facilities today. In 1998 the cells had ‘toilets’ fitted. Before this they had to use a bucket and traditionally threw 

SHEPTON MALLET PRISON TRIP 

‘parcels’ out of the window. It was 

the job of selected prisoners to 

collect the parcels and dispose of 

them daily!  

We ended the tour by entering the 

capital punishment room and  told 

the difference between the 

American and the British ways of 

hangings.  From waking up in a  small 

bedroom, the bookcase would open 

and the offender would be walked 

into the punishment room. Carrying 

out the sentence would take 13 

seconds. The last hanging was 

carried out in 1926.  A distant family 

member recently laid flowers on the 

unmarked grave. 



School Trips 

We took a group of year 10 and 11 students to Skills Cymru. Skills Cymru is Cardiff’s largest careers, jobs 
skills and apprenticeships event. By participating in this visit students were encouraged to consider the 
different pathways for post 16. Talking with employers such as the NHS and Barclays bank helped raise 
awareness of the variety of options available and the skills employers look for. They were able to 
participate in flight simulators, and spoke to members of the forces about their careers progression. 

They met with the police 
who showed them the 
different types of 
equipment they use, and 
discussed the different 

CAREERS TRIP 

A group of our Year 10 Seren 
Learners travelled to Monmouth 
Comprehensive for an Oxbridge 
talk.  

This has been part of a series of 
events to stretch our more able 
and talented students across the 
school.  We are very luck to have 
some of the more capable 
learners in the authority, all of 

SEREN TRIP 

entry requirements for 
universities. Students also 
participated in a careers 
profiling session to suggest 
potential careers suited to 
their personalities.. 
Students fed back  on how 
valuable they found this 
visit, and their behaviour 
was exemplary. 

who have responded 
positively from the 
experiences.  



Election Fever 

With the general election nearing, Chepstow School became a hive of political activity in the run up to the big day. 

Year 10 students took part in a mock election in our English department where they planned the election from start to finish 

with final speeches delivered by all major parties.  

Our Sixth Form ran their very own Question Time., with 8 of our students representing four of the running political parties—

The Green Party, Liberal Democrats, Labour and Conservative. Debate was heated and well attended! Our sixth form were 

an absolute credit to our school 

And on 4th December, Sixth Form and Year 11 pupils got the opportunity to quiz general election candidates for the 

Monmouth constituency at our Hustings.  Our Head Boy, Jake Summers chaired the debate which featured David TC Davies 

(Conservative), Yvonne Murphy (Labour), Alison Willott (Liberal Democrat), Ian Chandler (Green Party) and Hugh Kocan 

(Plaid Cymru).  

HUSTINGS 

Topics of conversation ranged from education, 

housing, the environment, the economy and pressing 

issues faced by our young learners. 



Our amazing students had the opportunity to take part in Anti-Bullying workshops, provided by Bullies 
Out and knife crime workshops, provided by Fearless. During lunch they were able to discuss and 
gather a wide range of information at the ‘marketplace’ from a variety of organisations. Show Racism 
the Red Card handed out red bags to all conference attendees.  

The day finished with the young people voting on which safeguarding issue they want the Gwent 
Safeguarding Board to prioritise this year.  

A huge thank you to all four students who sacrificed their inset day to attend this worthwhile 
conference. 

Extra-curricular 

The Gwent Safeguarding Children’s Board held the first Young People’s Safeguarding Conference in October 
at the Celtic Manor Resort. Mrs O’Rourke and four students had the great privilege of attending this exciting 
event; Tia Roberts and Lucy Rennie, from Year 8 with Isaac Taylor and Alfie Balmer, from Year 10. 

The conference themes were chosen by young people and this year, focused on mental health, bullying and 
knife crime.  

Dr Sally Holland, the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, opened the event, explaining that the voice of 
young people really mattered. The keynote speakers included Richard Parks, the former Wales international 
rugby union player, turned extreme endurance athlete and television presenter. Richard shared his own 
experiences with mental health issues after injury ended his rugby career. 

 

GWENT SAFEGUARDING CONFERENCE 



Extra-curricular 

Basketball club continues to be a huge 

success on a Friday night after school. Over 

50 pupils attend from year 7-13, boys and 

girls. 

We also play competitive games against 

other schools and have recently won 

against Caldicot and Caerleon. 

All pupils are welcome to attend, it’s a 

fantastic way to finish off the week. 

BASKETBALL 

One of our talented Y11 students, Lilia Burwood 
Jones brought home 6 trophies from the 
Weston Super Mare Dance Festival. This is  a 
hugely important event on the dancing 
calendar. 
Lilia, who has danced since she was three years 
old, was awarded two first place positions for 
Latin Dancing In the under 16’s category. She 
also collect two second place positions for 
Ballroom Dancing, as well as third and fourth 

place 
trophies.  

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 

Very well 
done Lilia 
from us all 
at 
Chepstow 
School. 



Extra-curricular 

Chepstow School pupils won the Welsh Secondary School Championships, with the 

A Team (pictured, top) placing first and the B Team (pictured, bottom) placing 

fourth.  

Once again, our talented young people have qualified for the Finals of the Team 

Chess Problem Solving Championships with full marks from the qualifying rounds. 

The competition will be held at Imperial College, London on 23rd March 2020.  

 

CHESS & PROBLEM SOLVING 

Thank you to the huge 

support from parents 

who make this chess 

club viable, which 

takes place after 

school hours.   



November marked the annual Chepstow School Remembrance 

Service. The service was held in St Marys Priory Church to 

remember those who were killed whilst serving in the armed 

forces.  

The service included poignant readings from members of 

our Sixth Form. The school choir performed a beautiful 

arrangement of Dona Nobis Pacem, written by Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart and a gorgeous setting of In Flanders Field 

by Roger Emerson. The choir performed to a professional 

standard, and were very respectful of the occasion.  

Remembrance Service 



Some members of the choir went to Tesco in the town centre in order to raise some money. The 

choristers sung really well and represented the school very well. It was lovely to hear so many 

compliments from the general public including someone saying how 'professionally the choir sung.' We 

were in Tesco for nearly 2 hours carolling, and the choir managed to raise nearly £200 within that time 

frame. The singers involved should be very proud of themselves, for all the hard work they put in. 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SINGING 

Festive Fun 

In December, Chepstow School held its first 

Christmas Market. Our wonderful students and 

staff as well as several local businesses came 

together as a community to showcase all that is 

brilliant about Chepstow- its local produce, 

charitable work, design and creativity and lots 

of festive spirit.  Nearly £200 was raised to 

support our planned sensory room to support 

students’ wellbeing. 

CHRISTMAS MARKET 



More students than ever enjoyed a 

sumptuous Christmas lunch this 

year! Suitably attired in Christmas 

jumpers, students were entertained 

by live music courtesy of Oceans and 

nearly 600 servings were seamlessly 

delivered by staff! Another 

wonderful example of our school 

community celebrating together. 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AND JUMPER DAY 

The school opened its doors on Thursday 19th December to members of our community, parents and 

residents from St Anne’s for our Annual Christmas Carol Service.  

The school choir treated the audience to arrangements of Jingle Bells, Carol of the Bells and Silent Night. 

The orchestra performed the 2nd movement of Dvorack's 9th Symphony and “All I want for Christmas” 

beautifully. Our Woodwind and Strings teachers organised several students to play in a wind ensemble 

and a string trio. All students performed with complete professionalism, and they were slick with their 

performance.  

A huge congratulations to all the students involved in these concerts and who have given so much time 

to the music department this term. You should all be incredibly proud of your performances and the 

hard work you put in. 

 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 



Our School in the Community 

Mrs Mellen, Mr Goddard and a group of our Year 11 pupils supported Chepstow Community 
Hospital in a mammoth Spring bulb planting day. Despite the torrential conditions, nearly 400 
bulbs were planted around the hospital ready for a beautiful bloom this April.  

Organisers told our students that they were a credit to the school and we would certainly agree. 

 CHEPSTOW COMMUNITY DAY 



The tree saw it all, saw the rain and the hail, 

The lightning like string, on a watercraft’s sail 

Saw the mud and the fear, felt the drops of the tears 

 And the weight, that’s been waiting for year after year. 

 

The rope was lukewarm when it was first wrapped around, 

And it’s fragile twine gave a soft crunching sound, 

A NIGHT TO FORGET 

Poets Corner 

Perhaps if he didn’t, he’d look back on this, one day, 

But he’s always so tired and doesn’t want to stay. 

And the cold’s come too quickly, and the dark was too dark,  

And it looks so appealing, atop the cedarwood bark. 

 

So he scaled the tree, and with a wretched look back 

Surrendered his grip, watched his world fade to black. 

 

The sun comes back up, and the night is astray, 

And a mother is crying at the discordant display, 

And the tree sees the coffin enshrining it’s pride, 

And smells the aroma of formaldehyde. 

 

But the world won’t stop spinning, and the town remains rife, 

Of people still living, their delicate life. 

Making their imprints, on eternity,  

But perhaps none so lasting, 

As that noose, 

 on a tree. 

David McIntosh, Year 11 

 



Extra Curricular Activities 

2020 Spring Term 
  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before 

School 
   

7:30 – 8:15am 

Circuits (All Years) 

Mr Dunbar 

Sports Hall 

 

Lunch 

Time  

KS3 Art Club 

Miss Powell 

AR1 

Choir 

Mr Lazell & Miss 

Nunn 

PA3 (Music Room) 

Homework Club 

KS3/KS4 

Miss Scull 

EN2 

Orchestra 

Mr Lazell & Miss 

Nunn 

PA3 (Music Room) 

Band Club 

Year 12 BTEC 

Students 

PA3 (Music Room) 

1.40pm Dodgeball 

Lucy Beynon & 

Jenson Coppen 

Sports Hall 

1.40pm Girls 

Football 

Sports Leaders 

Sports Hall 

Chamber Choir 

Mr Lazell 

PA3 (Music Room) 

1.40pm Badminton 

& Table Tennis 

Eleri Davies &  

Ollie Andrews 

Sports Hall 

 

School Show Rehearsals 

Mr Phillips and Mr L. Goddard 

Drama Studio 

After 

School 

Hockey Club 

Miss Urch 

Astro 

Year 7-8 Netball 

Mrs Back 

Sports Hall 

Year 9-11 Netball 

Mrs Jones 

Sports Hall 

KS3 Drama Club  

Mr L. Goddard 

Drama Studio 

Basketball 

Mr J. Goddard and 

Mr L. Goddard 

Sports Hall 

Senior Rugby 

Mr Dunbar 

Meet at the outdoor 

changing rooms 

KS4 Football 

Mr Parkin 

Meet at the 

changing rooms 

KS3 Football 

Mr Parkin 

Meet at the 

changing rooms 

    

 

Year 7-10 Rugby 

Mr Dunbar 

Meet at the 

changing rooms 

Stronger 

Together—Yr 9/10  

(8 weeks from 15/01) 

Erica Wilson 

Sports Hall 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Art Club 

Miss Daniel 

AR1 

   



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Spring Term 2 
Monday 17th —Friday 21st February 2020 HALF TERM 

Wednesday 26th February 2020:  Mock PE Exam 

 Cluster Project: Technology (Year 8) 

Monday 2nd March 2020:  Mock Maths Exam: Numeracy Paper 1 (Yr 11) 

Tuesday 3rd March 2020: Mock Maths Exam: Numeracy Paper 2 (Yr 11)  

Wednesday 4th March 2020:  Year 11 PE Moderation Exam 

Thursday 5th—Monday 9th March 2020: Disneyland Paris Trip 

Thursday 5th March 2020:  World Book Day (Key Stage 3) 

 Mock Maths Exam 

Friday 6th March 2020:  Mock Maths Exam 

w/c Monday 9th March 2020:  British Science Week 

Tuesday 10th March 2020: 9.30am ASD Parents Meeting 

Friday 13th March 2020: Year 10 Full School Reports Out 

Wednesday 18th March 2020: PSHE Session: Crucial Crew (Year 7) 

 Speakers for Schools Assembly (Sixth Form) 

Thursday 19th March 2020:  A Level Drama Performance Exam 

Friday 20th March 2020:  All Year 9 Vaccinations 

Tuesday 31st March 2020:  Revision Workshop 

Thursday 2nd April 2020:  Autism Awareness Day 

Thursday 2nd—Friday 3rd April 2020:  French Oracy Assessments 

Friday 3rd April 2020: Year 11 GCSE Drama Performance Exam 

 Years 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13 Progress Reports Out 

Monday 6th—Friday 17th April 2020 EASTER HOLIDAYS 




