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Purpose: To promote the ethos of the school and provide students 
with an opportunity for collective reflection and to build on their 

personal development (spiritual, moral, social & cultural) .  
Aspects of SEAL, Listening to Learners and PSHE will also be built 

into the programme as well as celebrating success in all areas of 
life. 

 
Reflection will take place through daily “reflective thoughts”, 

alongside weekly House Assemblies. 
 
The main aim of moral development is to build a framework of values that regulates 
personal behaviour. Social development provides opportunities for students to take 
responsibility, to show initiative, to develop an understanding of living in a 
community. Spiritual development builds on student awareness and understanding 
of their own and other cultures. 
 
What are the legal requirements for collective worship?  
The Education Reform Act 1988 and the Welsh Office Circular 10/94 set out the 
legal requirements for collective worship in schools in Wales. These requirements 
apply to pupils in maintained schools other than special schools. The requirements 
do not apply to colleges of further education or to nursery schools or nursery classes 
in infant or primary schools.  
The Education (Special Schools) Regulations 1994 set out the requirements for 
collective worship in special schools.  
The Education (Special Educational Needs) (Approval of Independent Schools) 
Regulations 1994 set out the requirements for collective worship in independent 
(usually special) schools for pupils who have been placed there by a local education 
authority.  
The requirements are:  
 

 schools must provide collective worship daily for all registered pupils,  
 

 most acts of collective worship in each term should be wholly or mainly of a 
broadly Christian character. This means that they should reflect the broad traditions 
of Christian belief without being distinctive of any particular Christian denomination,  
 

 collective worship can take place at any time during the school day,  
 

 collective worship can be provided to pupils in any sized group, for example, as a 
class, a year group, a phase group or a whole-school community, and  
 

 collective worship should take account of the family backgrounds, ages and 
aptitudes of the pupils involved.  
 
There is no legal requirement to provide collective worship for pupils aged under five.  
A parent can request that their child is excused from collective worship and schools 
must agree to such requests. Parents do not have to give reasons. Pupils who are 
excused must be supervised by the school. The school may, in agreement with 
parents, provide alternative arrangements for worship for one or more pupils that are 
excused, but is not obliged to do so. The school prospectus should refer to parents’ 



right to request that their child is excused from collective worship and outline the 
arrangements for pupils who are excused.  
The Education and Inspections Bill 2006 gives pupils in sixth forms the right to 
excuse themselves from collective worship. This legislation was brought into force in 
Wales in February 2009.  
Teachers have the right to withdraw from collective worship. However, the school 
must ensure that collective worship is still provided daily for all pupils. 
 
What is collective worship?  
 
Worship is not defined in legislation. The guidance to schools in Welsh Office 
Circular 10/94 includes the following definition:  
It must in some sense reflect something special or separate from ordinary 
school activities and it should be concerned with reverence or veneration paid 
to a divine being or power.  
Worship in schools will be different from worship amongst a group of people with 
beliefs in common. This is acknowledged in legislation through the reference to 
‘collective’ worship rather than ‘corporate’ worship.  
The aim of collective worship in schools is described in Welsh Office Circular 10/94:  
Collective worship in schools should aim to provide the opportunity for pupils 
to worship God, to consider the spiritual and moral issues and to explore their 
own beliefs; to encourage participation and response, whether through active 
involvement in the presentation of worship or through listening to, watching 
and joining in the worship offered; and to develop community spirit, promote a 
common ethos and shared values, and reinforce positive attitudes.  
An act of collective worship is distinct from an assembly. Although they often take 
place during the same gathering, the difference between the two should be clear.  
Collective worship in schools can take a number of forms. Pupils may take some or 
all of the lead. Some of the appropriate components of collective worship are 
outlined in the box below, but this should not be regarded as an exhaustive list.  
An act of collective worship may incorporate one or more of these components.  
 

 Reflection – pupils may be encouraged to listen to, watch or reflect on an 
appropriate stimulus, such as a reading from the Bible or other religious writing, a 
drama sketch, a dance, a video, a song, a piece of music, an artefact, a poem, a 
story, a news article, a photograph, a picture, a prayer, a question, a ritual or a 
presentation or a talk from a member of staff or visiting speaker.  
 

 Prayer – pupils may be encouraged to say a prayer aloud together or to pray 
individually in silence.  
 

 Song – pupils may be encouraged to sing a hymn or other worship song together.  
 

 Reading – pupils may be encouraged to read an extract from the Bible or other 
religious writing, or a ‘thought for the day’.  
 
Pupils may discuss a stimulus during collective worship, but discussion on its own 
must not be considered as worship. Equally, collective worship does not have to 
include the opportunity for discussion.  
 



 
SACRE guidance 
School acts of collective worship are educationally meaningful when they provide 
opportunities to engage with the needs of all learners, whatever their faith or belief 
background. Good collective worship promotes spiritual development, contributes to 
personal development, benefits the whole school community, links the school 
community and the wider local community, and enhances awareness of global 
citizenship.  
Some factors underpinning effective collective worship include:  
 

 developing a coherent school policy and approach to collective worship, with 
active engagement from senior management;  
 

 creating collective ‘ownership’ of the school’s programme of collective worship on 
the part of staff, learners and governors;  
 

 ensuring that there are clear expectations among staff concerning their 
contributions to collective worship;  
 

 offering opportunities for learners to actively engage in collective worship;  
 

 making collective worship an integral part of the school day by reflecting in 
planning its relevance to and connections with all aspects of school life;  
 

 providing continuing professional development opportunities for staff which will 
allow critical reflection on and enhancement of collective worship provision in the 
school.  
 
In order to develop educationally meaningful and effective collective worship, it is 
important to appreciate the benefits of collective worship and to be familiar with the 
legal requirements relating to collective worship.  
 
BENEFITS OF COLLECTIVE WORSHIP  
Collective worship promotes spiritual development, contributes to personal 
development, benefits the whole school community, links the school community and 
the wider local community, and enhances awareness of global citizenship.  
 
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP AND THE LAW  
The law distinguishes between ‘schools with a religious character’ and other schools 
which do not have a religious character (School Standards and Framework Act 
1998). ‘Schools with a religious character’ are those linked with one or more 
Christian denominations or a major world faith by virtue of their foundation or by a 
specific legally binding decision to become such a school. The DfES maintains a list 
of such schools in Wales.  
 

 There is a statutory requirement for schools to provide a daily act of collective 
worship for all learners;  
 

 This requirement is for every learner to have opportunity to participate in an act of 
collective worship every day;  



 
 There is provision for learners to be withdrawn from acts of collective worship, at 

the request of parents;  
 

 There is also provision for teachers to withdraw from conducting acts of collective 
worship;  
 

 The majority of acts of collective worship in a school term and year should be 
‘wholly, mainly of a broadly Christian character’, and in maintained schools, not 
solely of any one denomination;  
 

 The majority of acts of collective worship should have elements in them which 
relate to traditions of Christian belief;  
 

 Worship in a school context should be ‘collective’ rather than ‘corporate’; 
 

 Acts of collective worship should not be passively received – a response is 
required;  
 

 For maintained schools, acts of collective worship must take place on the school 
premises;  
 

 Schools have the right to a ‘Determination’ – that is, to be released from the 
requirements for acts of worship to be wholly, mainly of a broadly Christian 
character, if the school composition might require this (applications are to be made 
to the local SACRE);  
 

 Acts of worship are distinct from an ‘assembly’ – which, in law, is actually any 
gathering of the school apart from collective worship;  
 
 



Thought of the Day 
 
Every pastoral programme in each year group contains a daily thought linked 
monthly to different subject areas for discussion & reflection on the religious, cultural 
or spiritual saying. 
 
Skills Challenges 
 
Within the Tutorial Programme the skills challenges provide a chance for discussion 
and reflection. 
 
PSHE and RE programme 
 
Within the PSHE and RE sessions and days, students are encouraged to reflect  on 
issues and how they affect themselves as well as those in other cultures and 
religions. 
 
Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning : The SEAL curriculum is designed 
to underpin effective learning, positive behaviour and good attendance, staff 
effectiveness, emotional health and well-being and positive relationships. The 
5 social and emotional aspects of learning involved are self awareness, 
managing feelings, motivation, empathy and social skills. 

Secondary SEAL Planning - Theme 1: Learning to be together 

1.2 Empathy: Valuing and supporting others  

1.3 Social skills: Building and maintaining relationships  

1.4 Social skills: Belonging to groups  

1.5 Social skills: Solving problems including interpersonal ones  

Secondary SEAL Planning - Theme 2: Keep on learning 

2.2 Motivation: Working towards goals  

2.3 Motivation: Persistence, resilience and optimism  

2.4 Motivation: Evaluation and review 

Secondary SEAL Planning - Theme 3: Learning about me 

3.2 Managing feelings: Changing uncomfortable feelings and increasing 
pleasant feelings  

3.3 Self-awareness: Understanding my feelings 

http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164274
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164280
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164285
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164342
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164345
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164351
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164356
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164359
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164361
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164364
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164366
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164366
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/164374


 
SEAL themes are incorporated into the daily thoughts and assembly themes. Anti–
bullying will take place during Anti Bullying week in November. 
 
 
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/search/secondary/results/nav:5
0035  
 
Practice: To ensure consistency and good behaviour 
 
All students will usually have 1 House Assembly a week.  
 
Assemblies may take place in the Arts Hall, Drama Studio or the Sports Hall.  
 
Students should be taken to the room by tutors after registering them and checking 
uniform in their tutor bases. Students should then enter in silence. The member of 
staff leading the assembly should help ensure there is silence on entry and dismissal 
and that correct uniform is being demonstrated. The House Leader will lead this 
process alongside their Link SLT member. Unless otherwise directed, tutors should 
remain with their tutor group and monitor their behaviour during the assembly. 
 
Form tutors will also be encouraged to take assemblies during the year. 
 
There will also be opportunities for the the House Council to lead assemblies within 
the year as well as guests such as the Gideons. 
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http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/search/secondary/results/nav:50035
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/search/secondary/results/nav:50035

